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Cafe de Colombia 


Snowmass Ski Area • 5 no win ass Village, Colorado 

April 3 - 5, 1998 


The Top three finisher's 
in each adult: age and gender category 
will qualify for the 
NASTAR National Championships. 
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Qualify for a 
US Ski Team 
Development Camp by 
Racing NASTAR 

Participating NASTAR resorts will host a 
U.S. Development Camp 
Qualifier as the U.S. Ski Team competes 
during the Winter Olympics in February. 

The Race is open to all Junior racers 
between the ages of 7 & 12. 

.ach participant that earns a gold NASTAR medal 
during the qualifying race will be invited to a 
regional U.S. Ski Team Developmental Camp. 

Interested participants should contact 
• hosting resorts for race dates. 

Click on our WEB Site: 

NASTAR 

For complete rules and information. 
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IF WE CAN HELP THE WORLD'S BEST SKI TEAMS 
IMPROVE, WE CAN DRAMATICALLY IMPROVE 
YOUR SKIING IN ONE SEASON... REGARDLESS OF 
YOUR ABILITY... AND WE CAN GUARANTEE IT! 
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Nothing will improve your skiing as 
fast as the all new Skier's Edge III 

Beginner to expert, the Skier's Edge III will 
improve your technique quickly. As you learn 
these techniques through muscle memorization, 
you will transfer these skills to the ski slopes. You 
will improve your skiing ability without even 
skiing! In just 20 minutes you can make 1800 
simulating 5-10 challenging downhill 
runs - at home. You will ski like you’ve 
always dreamed. You will ski better, 
stronger, and longer than ever before. 

After the ski season is over, your Skier's Edge 
still goes on working for you as one of the 
best cross-training machines available today. 
It provides a non-impact, total-body aerobic 
workout that bums over 800 calories per 
hour while toning and strengthening your 
thighs, calves, hips and buttocks. 

Easy for beginners- 
Challenglng for experts 

With 13 different resistance settings, the 
Skier's Edge III is designed to accommo- 
date skiers of all ages and skill levels. It 
will match your ability as you improve. 
•Beginning skiers will learn the funda- 
mentals of parallel skiing -say goodbye to 
the snowplow! 

• Intermediate skiers will learn correct 
edging, angulation, weight transfer, and 
stance to carve beautiful turns. 


THE SKIER'S EDGE III 


•Advanced and expert skiers now 
have the tool to dominate the whole 
mountain. 




WE'LL PUT CONFIDENCE, SUCCESS AND FUN IN YOUR SKIING! 

Now in our tOth year of taking 
skier's to new levels of success. 


© €/ 

This year we introduced the All New Skier's Edge III, and at the 
World Championships in Sestiere, Italy, two-thirds of the World 
Cup medals were won by teams that use the Skier's Edge. We re 

celebrating 10 years of World Cup Victories! 

'The damn thing uvrks... Worked on the 
machine for the month of February, went 
to Vail and 1 skied the best 7 ever skied ... 
terminal intermediate, but now very 
much improved. I'm hooked!' 

JJ. Morgan * Green Bay, WI 

“The Skier's Edge helped me to conquer 
the steepest runs and blast through the 
moguls with a high intensity and level 
of control. ' 

E. Ramirez • Dublin, CA 

Santa Nef. Urs Kalin. Michael von Grunigen, World Cup 
Medalists from the Swiss National Ski Team, working out /h 
on the all new Skier's Edge III with the New 

Interchangeable Black Diamond' III one-fixx Carriage ™ 


FREE SKI LESSON 
WITH THE MASTER!! 


'Just what I need, I am a middle-aged skier, and l 
need this type of home training on the Skier's Edge. I 
should have purchased this years ago. It is more effec- 
tive and helpful than a private lesson on th 

D. Anifant • Hyde Park, NY 


John Crews 

Featured instructor in Skiing 
Magazine's Top 100 Instructors' John 
is a professional ski instructor at Sun 
Valley Resort in Sun Valles-. Idaho as 
well as a former U S. National Moguls 
and Aerials Champion 

Included with your 
FREE VIDEO! 


‘An expert skier needs to constantly 
work on agility, timing, and condi- 
tioning to ski well in all conditions, 
and the Skier's Edge allows you to 
do that!’ 

John Crews 


" The Skier * Edge is as essential to skiing as skis, bools 
and poles. The Skier 's Edge goes with us everywhere. " 
Theo Nail is 

Head Coach. Swiss National Ski Team 


THE #1 SKI CONDITIONER IN THE WORLD*’ 



Germany 






NSCD 


i ffl -a g* 

Norway Canada Holland Iceland New Zealand 


EXCLUSIVE OFFICIAL SUPPLIER TO THE WORLD S BEST SKI TEAMS 

CALL TODAY! FREE VIDEO & BROCHURE 

*£?SL. 800 - 225 - 9669 x 605 £U> I 

Or write: The Skier's Edge Company i 

P.O. BOX 2700. Park City, Utah 84060 (435) 645-8700 or Fax (435) 647-9633 £ 
Not Sold In Stores - Direct Merchants To Skiers Worldwide 
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©1997 GATES-MILLS, INC., HARRISON ST., 
PO BOX 547, JOHNSTOWN, NY 12095 


The best two glove 
system available. 


4x4's... four ways to customize for 
Whether you're on the mountain 
or on the road, Gates' 4x4's give you 
maximum protection with multiple options. 

lxl: The slim-fitting hner glove provides 
protection while adjusting boots or bind- 
ings... perfect for driving or casual wear. 

2x2: The outer glove with its 
waterproof, breathable, windproof 
TRIAD® insert provides protection 
from all the elements. 

3x3: The inner glove, worn in combination 
with the outer glove, offers warmth and 
all-weather protection. 

4x4: In the harshest conditions, the 3x3 combination ' 
with a heat packet placed in the built-in pocket 
ensures maximum comfort. 


material 






SERENGETI SUNGLASSES 

have always tested out as one of our 

FAVORITE sunglasses — the 

double gradient vermilion photochromic 

lenses provide EXCELLENT 

contrast in flat light and darken for ease 
of vision in bright sunlight ... Whether it 
was sunny or overcast, the lenses 
worked great as ever, while the wrap 
design kept cold air and snowflakes out 

of my eyes BETTER than any 

glasses I've ever used. 

Skiing Magazine, 1 99Z 

For information call 

1-800-525-4001 


To order call 

1 - 800 - 566-8722 


New 

Product 

Concepts 


Only 

—rJ u 


$3.95 shipping 


m 


.. Fully adjustable 
shoulder strap. 

▲ Custom harnesses fit 
undereach binding. A 

▲ Folds away in jacket pocket.* 

▲ Not available in any store. 

▲ Available only in black. 

A Buy your second SKI SLING for 
$19.95 + $2.95 ship/handling. 


All purchases include a 
•i Introductory Membership to our 
8J0 8UNGEBS t . Benefits include: 


Up to 50% off travel. 

▲ Great bargains on ski equipment 
gift certificates and much more. 


PLUS $10 free long distance calling for 
the first 10,000 customers. 
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Don't 

think small. 



"My driver^ license says I'm 40. There 
must be some mistake" Welcome to 
the halfway point. You'll notice that in 
addition to your waistline, your needs 
have also grown.Your life has gotten 
bigger. More complex. But that 
doesn't mean you have to drive some 
cookie-cutter family sedan designed 
for the least common denominator. 

Introduang the new Passat. 

Living large, as it applies to cars anyway, 
requires a vehicle with a certain 


presence, a certain heft, if you will. Enter 
the new Passat. A German-engineered 




road eater capable of striking fear into 
cars twice its price. Revolutionary 
5-valve engine technology, dual front 
and side impact airbags; anti-lock 
brakes, traction control and power 
everything all pretty much standard. 
And all starting at $20,7501 

"My, what a big soul you have." 
Safety. Practicality. Reliability. Being a 
German car, the Passat is all of these 


things. But ultimately, the new Passat is 
about driving. It asks you to partia'pate. 
To downshift hard into 
a corner. To sit up and take 
notice. Granted, this may not 
be for everyone. But then, 
not everyone was meant to live large. 

Live large. The New Passat. 

Drivers wantedl(^) 



’Base M5RP Price excludes taxes, registration, transportation and dealer charges Dealer sets actual price. Alloy wheels and sunroof (snownl ore optional ‘Airbags are supplemental restraints only Seat children only <n thereof, uvng 
restraint systems appropriate for their size and age Always wear youi seatbelt And clothes, for that matter. F 1 19**7 Volkswagen Call 1-800 DRIVE VW or mosey your mouse over to www.vw.com for more detoi's 
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>ki Team member AJ Kitt. 


The U.S. Alpine Ski Team: 

A daring commitment to excellence 


Back Row Tommy Moe, Reggie Christ, 
Hilary Lindh, AJ Kitt, Middle Row 
Kyle Rasmussen. Matt Grosjean, 
Craig Thrasher, Kristina Koznick. Front 
Row Picabo Street. Megan Cerety, 
Shannon Nobis, Daron Rahives. 


After our accomplishments over the 
last few years of international 


Founded as the National Ski / 

Association in 1904, the U.S. 

Ski Team has a long and f 

proud heritage of preparing 
skiers for the highest national 
and international competition. -L 

And with such talented 
team members as World 
Championship medalist 
AJ Kitt, 1994 Winter Games 
gold medal winner Tommy Moe and 
World Cup Downhill champion Picabo 
Street, the U.S. team is poised for 
even greater accomplishments wSagl 
at the next Winter Games in 
Nagano, Japan. 


Perhaps no other sport places 
such a premium on timing and 
I performance under pressure as does 
V ski racing. That is why Rolex, 

j a which has long been involved in 
I; sponsoring the USSA/Rolex 

Junior Championships, has deepened 
its commitment to American skiing 
by becoming the Official . . 
Timepiece of the U.S. 

Alpine Ski Team, td /~vt tti V 


Lady Datejust in stainless steel and I Skt gold with matching Oyster bracelet and 


Rolex Oyster Perpetual Explorer II in stainless steel with matching Oysterlock bracelet. 

For the name and location of an Official Rolex Jeweler near you, please call 1-800-36ROLEX. 

Rolex, W, Oyster Perpetual, Datejust, Oyster, Explorer and Oysterlock are trademarks. 
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FROM THE TOP 


Every Four Tears .. . 





W hether I’m participating or 
spectating, ski racing is my 
favorite sport. If I were 
given one last run. I’d take it 
not in knee-deep powder 
but on a full-length, rock- 
hard GS course. And if I had one last sporting event 
to view? Give me cowbells, gluwein and a seat at the 
top of Kitzbtthel’s Streif. 

This love affair isn’t limited to just alpine events; 
I’d much prefer to watch a ski jumping meet or a 
mogul contest than the mainstream, couch-potato 
sports that flourish in our spectator- based culture. 
Unfortunately, most of America doesn’t share my 

contri tu t o r s 


Everett Potter 

Author of SKI’s Savvy 
Traveler department, 
Everett is a rarity at SKI 
because he came to the 
sport late. "I like to 
think that I represent 
the legions of SKI read- 
ers who did not grow 
up skiing — the ones 
who didn’t have the 
time, money or oppor- 
tunity — but embraced 
the sport when they hit 
their mid-thirties,” says 
Everett. "This is my 
sixth season as a skier, 
and in that time I’ve be- 
come passionate about 
the sport." Everett is 
equally passionate about 
helping readers plan ski 
trips — and save money. 
His department is filled 


affinity, and it’s no surprise. 

The skiing World Cup, overseen by a cumber' 
some bureaucracy known as the International Ski 
Federation (FIS), is a dinosaur in today’s competitive 
and entertaining sports world. The FIS serves as an 
efficient rules committee, akin to golf’s Royal & An' 
cient Club, but what skiing really needs is a circuit 
run by professional marketers, promoters and savvy 
business leaders. 

In an ironic twist, we’re reminded of ski competi- 
tion’s declining popularity every four years, when the 
Olympics come along and single-handedly lift it into 
the public eye, if only for a fortnight. Then, with the 
Olympic glow gone, the World Cup slips back into 
obscurity, unable to inspire fans or 
create heroes. The bottom line is that 
we must enjoy these great sports in 
prime time when we can — every qua- 
drennial — and that’s what this spe- 
cial SKI Olympic issue is all about. 

Biathletes are among the least vis- 
ible and certainly least understood 
athletes in the Winter Olympics. Yet, 
as Peter Shelton reveals in his Moun- 
tain Chronicle column, they face a 
challenge unrivaled in any other 
sport: to max out their adrenaline on 
cross-country skis and to then imme- 
diately shut it down and shoot a rifle 
with the nerves of steel. It’s the 
equivalent of pedaling a mountain 
bike over rough terrain for 10 miles 
and then dismounting to attempt a 
20- foot putt. 

Edith Thys is SKI’s expert on the 
Olympics, having competed as a 
member of the U.S. Ski Team at both 
Calgary and Albertville. Her efforts 
can be found throughout this special 
Olympic issue. Edith worked with 
two of our cover stars, Picabo Street 
and Tommy Moe, to produce the 
Turning Points instruction pieces on 
pages 30 and 31. In her column. Racer 
eX, Edith tells us why she won’t be 
Continued on page 124 



with time- and money- 
saving advice, as well as 
information on some of 
ski country’s best desti- 
nations. Everett also 
writes a weekly, nation- 
ally syndicated travel 
column for The New 
York Times Syndicate 
and is a three-time 
winner of the Lowell 
Thomas Gold Award 
for travel writing. Just in 
time for Valentine’s 
Day, this month Everett 
reveals his picks for 
the most romantic 
getaways. 

Reade Bailey 

When SKI contributing 
editor Reade Bailey en- 
tered Jake Burton’s 
Burlington, Vt, head- 
quarters, he was sur- 
prised to find employ- 
ees’ dogs wandering 
around and a non- 
existent dress code. 
Then he peeked in a 
cabinet to discover per- 
fectly organized files. 
“King of the Hill" illumi- 


nates the dichotomy of 
Burton’s life and busi- 
ness: how the father of 
snowboarding is able to 
act like a kid and en- 
courage out-of-the-box 
thinking while leading a 
buttoned-down busi- 
ness. "I was extremely 
impressed with him," 
says Reade, who has in- 
terviewed many other 
snow industry titans for 
SKI, including Les Otten 
and George Giilett. 
Reade spent four years 
in the late Eighties as an 
editor at the Vail Daily 
and then served as SKI’s 
associate editor from 
1 989 to 1992. He now 
lives in Minnesota with 
his wife. 



For dally updates from Nagano, see www-skinetxom 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY (LEFT) GAYLE CONRAN; (RIGHT) KAREN BAILEY 
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if You like to push it. Looking to go farther, harder, faster each time 
w out. You drink the-drink — now get the goods that go with it. 
A-i introducing The Diet Coke Collection, exclusively from diet Coke. 
y- wt If you’ve got the guts, you get the goods. « 

Coca-Cola Company^drat Coke" and the rantour Bottle design are registered tr^Jerparlcs o|The Coca-Cola Cforyany. 
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The Diet Coke 
Collection 

Check the item(s) 
you are ordering 

✓ 

Quantity 

# of UPC 

proofs of purchase 

Cost tor each item 
(includes shipping 
& handling) 

Total cost 

Sports Watch 



3 

S17 


Cap 



2 

S10 


Sports Bottle 



2 

S10 


Grand Total of Check/Money Order Enclosed: 



* 


To receive any item(s) listed, mail all of the following:, 

• this computed form 

the indicated quantity of UPC proofs of purchase from 
any can multi-pack or 6-pack ot 20-oz bottles of 
diet Coke" or caffeine free diet Coke® (not all packages 

fh*i 


available in all markets) ^ 

• check or money order foflthe appropriate amount, 
made payable to: Oiet Coke. DO NOT SEND CASH. 

MAIL TO: The Diet Coke Collection Offer 
P.O. Box 4318 
Blair, NE 68009-4318 


Offer good until 9/30/98 or while supplies last. Otter good only in the 
U.S. Void where taxed, restricted or prohibited by law. No group or 
organization requests will be honored. No facsimiles or mechanically 
reproduced UPCs permitted Allow 10 weeks for delivery of item(s). 
Not responsible for lost late or misdirected mail. 
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LIFTLINES 


Edited by Kathryn Perrotti 


Green With Passion 

I had to laugh at the comment in “The New 
Mountain Moguls” (November 1997) made by 
Adam Aron: “To believe that as companies get larger 
or more corporate in nature they are somehow going 
to lose passion or lose the soul of skiing is bunk.” 

As a representative of my company, I was in 
charge of the Corporate Ski Cards we received from 
Sunday River last January. 
This September, I got a 
letter from Sunday River 
stating that because of 
the overwhelming sue- 
cess of the Corporate Ski 
Card program, they had 
to limit the companies el- 
igible for the cards to 
those with 50 or more 
employees. This, of 
course, eliminated my company from the program 
after less than a year. I could still buy the tickets at a 
discount — in blocks of 50, at $43 a piece. But 
they’re only good for this season and unused ones 
are not refundable. 

Mr. Aron is right — they will not lose passion. But 
the passion is going to be for the almighty dollar, and 
nothing else. 

Russell Wood 
Seabrook, N.H. 

ABigPleaser 

1 thought your article on the big four — Vail Re- 
sorts, the American Skiing Company, Intrawest 
and Booth Creek (“The New Mountain Moguls,” 
November 1997) — was the finest article of 
its type I’ve read in any ski magazine. I re 
fer people to it, telling them it’s more 
like something they would see in 
Fortune magazine than in SKI. I know 
it was targeted at the older skier who 
is interested in the business, and that 
was a risk. But I for one thought it 
was great and I’m happy that you 
gave it the length it deserved. 

Bob Hatcher 
Newton, Mass. 


Making History 

R eading Michel Beaudry’s article, “The Father 
Of Extreme” (November 1997), about Jim Mc- 
Conkey brought back great memories of him from 
the Sixties. 

I had the good fortune of 
meeting Jim at the first World 
Cup race on Red Mountain in 
Rossland, B.C., in March 1968. A 
few years ago, I saw him again in 
Aspen — he was down for bow- 
hunting season. 

Profiles of the great characters 
in skiing are wonderful to read 
and, hopefully, give younger skiers an appreciation 
for the people who have made skiing history. 
Gordon Lake 
Snowmass Village, Colo. 

Tahoe Troths 

A s a Tahoe resident, I enjoyed “An Idiot’s 
Guide to Tahoe” (November 1997). It was nice 
to finally see Tahoe recognized for its wealth of ski 
areas and its diversity. (Not to mention that now 
more people will realize that Tahoe is not in Col- 
orado.) However, the author neglected to mention 
one of the smaller “Jewels of the Sierra.” This 
“diamond in the rough,” if you will, is located in 
Truckee and is a small, cost-efficient and family-ori- 
ented ski area. Offering both alpine and nordic facil- 
ities, Olympic Village is the only resort in California 
that has evening nordic skiing on its vast network 
of cross-country trails. 

Tom Murphy 

Olympic Valley, Calif. 

The Joke’s On Us 

I am writing in response to Peter 
Shelton’s article, “It’s Not The 
Upper U.S.,” from SKI’s November 
issue. If you are going to slam us 
Canadians, get the joke right, eh... 
“How to spell Canada is C-eh, 
N-eh, D-eh.” 

Tony Cummins 
Newmarket, Ontario 
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OUR HELMETS WILL IMPROVE YOURS 


Advanced Headgear for Skiing & snowboarding 

- Take the Lead - 

Patent-pending features include a Temperature Control System, Energy Absorbing Ribs, and Confor Padding 
For more information get a brochure or visit our website: 

LEEDOM INTERNATIONAL • PO. Box 78, Belmont, MA 02178 • Tel 617.440.0633 • www.leedomhelmets.com 

A Division of MPH Associates, lit 


Ed. Note: This letter is one of many sup - 
portive letters — several from former 
USST athletes — that we received on the 
December Racer eX. 
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Holding Onto Snowbasin 

P eter Shelton’s article on Alf Engen 
(“A Utah Farewell,” Mountain 
Chronicle, December 1997) was of great 
interest to me, especially Shelton’s re- 
marks concerning Earl Holding’s plans 
for Snowbasin. 1 have spent a consider- 
able amount of time in the area sur- 
rounding Snowbasin and have found it 


to be one of the most tranquil and wild 
places within a 15-minute drive of a met- 
ropolitan center. The plans Earl Holding 
has for Snowbasin go far beyond what 
was originally proposed. I encourage you 
to investigate and report on the process 
and impact. 

Thomas W. Wnorowski 
Temperance, Mich. 


Banding Down Hie Info 

A s a patroller at Wintergreen Ski 
Resort, I have always found your 
Turning Points useful to promote safety 
for the skiing public. 1 believe, however, 
that Doug Lewis (“Falling Down,” No- 
vember 1997) missed an opportunity to 
increase awareness of ACL knee-injury 
prevention techniques. The recommend- 
ed three-step plan in the event of a fall is 
to keep your arms forward, skis together 
and hands over skis. You’ll note this dif- 
fers a little from Doug’s directive to keep 
hands high. Thanks for a great magazine. 
Gregg Bradley 
Wintergreen, Va. 


Who’s Got The Power? 

I was dismayed to see that SKI did 
not include the Volant PowerKarve 
in its evaluation of all-mountain “Rider” 
skis titled “Skis Of The Next Millenni- 
um” (November 1997). The PowerKarve 
is one of the originators and defining 
models of this category. 

Bill Dautremont-Smith 
Orefield, Penn. 

Ed. Note: You're right. The PowerKarve 
rules. But because we only tested prod - 
ucts new for 1997-98, the PowerKarve 
was not included. 


Let ’Em Slide 

1 enjoyed reading Edith Thys’ article 
on the U.S. Ski Team (“It’s The Ath- 
letes, Stupid,” Racer eX, December 1997). 
Edith’s insight into the Team and its 
struggles is refreshing and to the point. 
Ski racing is a solitary adventure, popu- 
lated with very focused, very strong per- 
sonalities. I hate to sec the USST policies 
weed out the racers who may hold great 
promise in the future. We need to have 
several tryouts around the country and 
watch who comes out of the wood- 
work — no restrictions, no limits. We 
might all be pleasantly surprised. 

John Post 
Apple Valley, Minn. 




Mistaken Identity 

I s Smooth Johnson actually 
“The Professor?” 

A Finger Puller 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

Ed. Note: Could it be that Smooth Johnson, model for Olin ads, was separated at 
birth from Stu “ The Professor ” Campbell, SKl’s instruction editor? 



B mathliijir Ba dor 

ove your mag! My wife has terrible 
altitude sickness so I was excited 
when I read the piece on New Life 02 
(“Super Water,” Healthy Skier, Novem- 
ber 1997). Here in the flatlands of Kansas 
City, I’ve been unable to find this water. 
Do you have a phone number for Life 
Technologies? Also, have you ever done 
an article on oxygen therapy and skiing? 
Ron Simon 
Kansas City, Mo. 

Ed. Note: To reach Life Technologies, 
call (941) 592 '9788. To date, we haven’t 
run an article on oxygen therapy, but 
we’ll consider it for the future. 

Tront On The Rocks 

R andy Johnson’s article on Banner 
Elk, N.C. (“Southern Draw,” De- 
cember 1997), did a good job of portray- 
ing the town. You can get the best stuffed 
trout in the East in Banner Elk and the lo- 
cals are great. However, be forewarned: 


The skiing leaves much to be desired. If 
you don’t want the tops of your new skis 
ripped up by an idiot screaming across 
them, avoid the place. 

Peter Weyrauch 
Atlanta, Ga. 

More On Moguls 

Y our magazine needs articles on 
mogul skiers. Jonny Moseley is the 
American favorite to win a medal in 
Japan but you failed to mention anything 
about him. Mogul skiing was the fastest 
event to sell out for the Olympics. 
Snowboard magazines cover mogul ski- 
ing better than you guys. 

John Barr 
Reno, Nev. 


Ed. Note: See u Last Run ” (February 
1997) on Jonny Moseley. Also check out 
“ Triple Threat ” in this issue — it covers 
the U.S. women 's mogul team heading to 
the Nagano Olympics. 

Olympic History 

L et me thank you for running the 
review by Fred Martinson of my 
book Franzl (“Ski Library,” December 
1997). I would also like to correct one 
error. You state that “he went on to win 
the first Olympic medal.” It should be 
the first Olympic medal in skiing. Aus- 
tria had already won gold medals in 1896 
at Athens, Greece. 

Franz X. Gabl 
Bellingham, Wash. 
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Motorola TalkAbout” radios give you up to two miles of group communication power, 
depending on terrain and conditions. Proof that those who radio together stay together. 
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What you never thought possible 7* 


KEEPS SKIERS AND 
BOARDERS TOGETHER. 
FOR OUR NEXT TRICK. 
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The wider the ski, the quicker the cut. This is the WideTrack™ Grand Prix from Pontiac. Its unique 
WideTrack design sets the wheels wider to connect all available 240 supercharged horses to the road 
for better control on any run. Choose coupe or sedan and see for yourself: Wider is Better. 


www.pontiac.com 
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or was it the miles? 


A*A 


Of course, nobody worships miles like they 
do heroes. But when you use your 
Citibank A*Advantage® card, you'll 
earn one AAdvantage mile on 
American Airlines® for every dollar 
you spend." And over 13 million 
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locations gladly accept the Citibank 
AAdvantage card. So you'll have plenty 
iSPF of opportunity to earn miles when 
you tip your cap to the old greats. 

To apply, call I-800-FLY-4444. 

Never miss another mile. 


•The maximun number of AAdvantage miles you can earn with the Citibank AAdvantage card is 60,000 mies per calendar year (purchases recorded on yourJan-Dec billing statements). American Airlines i°!Advantage Platinum.* aro /^Advantage Gold* 
members are excluded from this kmit American Airlines, AAdvantage. AAdvantage Platimm and AAdvantage Gold are registered trademarks of Amencan Arimes, Inc. American Airlines reserves the nght to change AAdvantage program rules, regulations, 
travel awards, and special offers at any tine without notice, and to end the AAdvantage program with six months notice. Amencan Arrlines is not responsible for products and services offered by other participating companies The Citibark AAdvantage card 
s issued by Citibank (South Dakota). N A. ThV© 1998 Family of Babe Ruth and the Babe Ruth Baseball League, Inc under license authorized by CMG Worldwide Inc. Indianapolis, Indiana. 46256 USA © 1 998 Citibank (South Dakota), N.A Member FD1C 




Smooth Landing 

Grounded by vertigo, skiing’s top aeriaiist, Trace Worthington, won’t be flipping 
over Nagano. But even in retirement, he’s still flying high. 


I magine if Michael Jordan developed rickets 
and couldn’t jump. Or Pavarotti was driven 
from the stage by chronic laryngitis. Freestyle 
champion Trace Worthington faces such a 
predicament, causing his early retirement and ending 
his quest to compete in the Nagano Olympics. The aeri- 
alist couldn’t shake his vertigo, a devastating affliction 
for an athlete whose sport involves flying 50 feet in the 
air, twisting and flipping like jeans in the spin cycle. 

Vertigo seems like such a sissy ailment, something 
that would strike down a character in a Hitchcock 
film, but not Trace “The Ace” Worthington, America’s 


most successful ski aeriaiist. The medical condition of 
vertigo is not to be trifled with, according to ear spe- 
cialist Dr. Douglas Green. The illness occurs when tiny 
calcium crystals in the inner ear become loose and set- 
tle into the ear’s balance canals, he explains. “Certain 
movements can cause them to tug on nerve endings,” 
triggering dizziness and disorientation — not recom- 
mended when your job is to throw quadruple flips on 
the way to the winner’s podium. 

Worthington now admits it was a mistake to tell 
people he had vertigo, a little understood illness. 

Continued on next page 
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A ‘Gentleman 
With A Saw’ 



Listen Up 

Tune in SKI Magazine this winter 
throughout the Colorado Rockies. 
“Ski The Rockies” can be heard 
8 am to I I am every Sunday 
through April on 850 AM, KOA. 
A segment of the show will fea- 
ture SKI editors and contributors 
answering questions on equip- 
ment, instruction, resorts and any 
other aspect of sliding on snow. 
Jon Lawrence and Biff America 
will host the talk show slopeside 
from several Colorado resorts. 



An era of ski history closed in No- 
vember with the death of Charlie 
Lord in Stowe, Vt., at age 95. A 
Vermont highway engineer left 
jobless by the Great Depression, 
Lord turned his talents to creating 
ski trails, leading the Civilian Con- 
servation Corps in cutting the first 
slopes on Mt. Mansfield in 1934. 
Lord's masterpiece is Stowe’s 
legendary Nose Dive, a ski sonnet 
to descent. Lord also designed 
runs at Mad River Glen, Sugarbush, 
Ascutney and Burke Mountain. His 
trails are notable for how they 
gracefully embraced the contours 
of the mountain; he didn’t have a 
budget for dynamite. Describing 
his job as the work of "a gentle- 
man with a saw,” Lord would 
“thread the trail as near as I could 
to a good fall line.” Lord died days 
before Stowe’s season 
started. Despite his 
failing health, he had 
plans to ski open- 
ing day. 


Ton Can’t Blame A 
Guy For Trying 

Andy LeRoy, a 
member of the U.S. 

Ski Team, hoped to 
land Playboy as a 
sponsor this win- 
ter. Had the deal worked out, the 
22-year-old racer would have 
sported a head band with the infa- 
mous bunny silhouette and attend- 
ed Playboy ski festivals. “The Ski 
Team would have received some 
good exposure,” LeRoy says. But 
Playboy deals in a little too much 
exposure for U.S. Ski Team offi- 
cials, who threw a blanket over 
the proposal. LeRoy has a different 
view. His older sister is a former 
Miss August. “To go to parties at 
the Playboy Mansion and 
hang out with all those 
gorgeous women, 
that would have 
been upsetting.” 


Moose Collision Is Job One 

There’s nothing like hitting a large ungulate to ruin a trip home from the ski 
hill. So Saab tests frame strength by smashing cars into an 860-pound “adult 
moose” made from electric cables. "Moose are tall enough so they hit the 
windshield full tilt,” explains Saab spokesperson Elke Martin. There’s a hefty 
reason for the tests: Half of all car accidents in Sweden involve a wild animal. 


Smooth Landing Continued from page 21 

“Everyone asked me if I was having trouble walk' 
ing,” he says. “I’d tell them ‘No, I’m not having 
trouble walking. I’m having trouble landing a 
quad-twisting triple back flip.’” 

The vertigo, initially caused by an ear infection, 
sidelined him for portions of the past two seasons. 
The tightknit freestyle community started buzzing 
last season after “The Ace” landed backwards at 
Breckenridge, with his skis pointing uphill. “It 
looks bad, but you walk away from it,” says Wor- 
thington. “That’s the athleticism of aerial athletes. 
It’s knowing how to pull out and not get hurt.” 

But if your time is spent safely pulling out of 
jumps, you’re not perfecting those jumps. All the 
medal winners in last season’s World 
Championships threw quad-twisting triple back 
flips. So the cleanest execution wins. 

After training for the past 18 months to combat 
vertigo, Worthington reluctantly admitted he 
wasn’t prepared for Nagano. “If I was competing 
in the Olympics, I had to go to win it, not to be 
second or third. I was almost back to where I had 
been, but not even close to where I needed to be.” 

The vertigo is never 
far from the surface. 

Last season, when he 
felt he had worked 
through it, Worthing- 
ton would get to the 
top of a competition 
jump and suddenly 
be overcome with 
anxiety. “That could 
happen again, where it 
just doesn’t feel right,” 
he says. The Ace’s winning smile. 

For a skier with 37 World Cup wins, two over- 
all titles, four individual titles, three World 
Championship medals and 12 National Champi- 
onship titles, simply competing wasn’t going to be 
enough. So he decided to retire. 

At 29, Worthington still has plenty of lift in his 
career. He’s designing skiwear for the Tommy Hil- j 
figer line and will work as a television analyst at 
the Olympics. An articulate athlete with matinee- ! 
idol good looks, he’s found his worth has actually I 
increased since retiring; Worthington now has 
time to be a clothing spokesman, do photo shoots 
and tape TV commercials. But he remains a 
competitor at heart and is one of the best aerialists 
ever. “They can’t take away what you’ve already 
accomplished,” he says. “I wake up every morning 
and look at my World Cup and World Champi- 
onship trophies.” — Hank McKee 
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IF YOU CAN’T STAND THE COLD, GET IN THE KITCHEN 



T he first lesson learned at Bob 
Burden’s cooking class is that 
looking the part is half the battle 
of creating fine cuisine — white chefs 
hats and aprons are supplied. The sec- 
ond lesson is to learn who’s pouring 
the champagne. After that, nibble on 
smoked salmon and claim a spot at 
the stainless-steel work station to 
watch, listen, laugh and learn. Burden, 
executive chef of Colorado’s Keystone Conference Center, 
mixes words of culinary wisdom (how to sharpen a knife, 
how to keep your mixing bowl from “walking away,” how 
to emulsify a salad dressing) with doses of kitchen humor. 
Themed menus are the primers for the classes, which take 
place in Keystone’s massive Conference Center kitchen. 
One week it may be Cajun; another Asian or Indian. “I take 


palates on a journey through a variety of tastes and 
textures that complement yet subtly contrast each other,” 
Burden explains. Students look on and assist as he chops, 
stirs, simmers and sautes ingredients into a six-course 
gourmet meal. Then it’s off with the whites and into the 
dining room. Corks pop as each course is presented with a 
flourish. Classes are $50 per person. (800) 354-4386. 


WHAT’S 

COOKING 

Cooking classes are becom- 
ing more popular at ski 
resorts. Here are two of 

our favorites. 

Trapp Family Lodge 
Stowe, Vt. 

Marshall Faye and his 
students (8 per class) whip 
up cakes, cookies, tortes 
and more during “An After- 
noon with the Pastry Chef.” 
Tuesdays from 3 pm to 
5 pm. $38. (800) 826-7000. 

Stein Eriksen Lodge 
Deer Valley, Utah 

Themed cooking classes are 
taught monthly by chef 
Christian Oesch. Coming 
attractions: “Dessert Ex- 
travaganza,” “Romantic 
Dinner for Two” and “Con- 
temporary English Fare.” 
Cocktails, wine and dinner 
are included. $50-$60. 
(435) 649-3700. 




dining 

P eter Stiegler is the brother of Austrian ski-racing 
great Pepi Stiegler, the longtime director of the 
Jackson Hole Ski School. Peter is as skilled with a 

skillet as Pepi is with skis and quickly turned Stiegler’ s 

into a Jackson favorite when it opened in 1983. ■ 

Stiegler had cooked earlier at the Alpenhof at Teton Vil- 
lage and in Europe where he trained. “I’ve been in the 
restaurant business my whole life,” he says, smiling. It 
shows. ■ A large double fireplace crafted from local riv- 
er rock divides the restaurant from the cozy bar. Dark 
beams and intimate seating create a relaxed Euro- 
formality. It could easily be the East Tyrol of Austria, 
where the Stieglers were raised. “My mother is Italian and is a great cook,” notes Peter. She’s 
represented on the menu by the delectable pork tenderloin Mama 
Stiegler, made from a family recipe and accompanied by 
spatzle , the delicious Austrian dumpling. Stiegler con- 
cedes there are noticeable Italian leanings in his cuisine, 
including frequent — and generous — use of garlic, but 
says, “Our main influences are from Austria, especial- 
ly Tyrol.” ■ With traditional Austrian exuberance, 
the menu covers a wide continental range. There’s 
the house specialty of Schlipfkrapfcn, an enticing veal 
schnitzel sauteed with mushrooms and cream and 
enlivened with sweet Hungarian paprika or tender elk 
medallions Cumberland in a lingonberry port sauce. Then to 
perfectly end the meal, bring on the Apfelstrudel, served with a 
vanilla rum sauce. ■ Stiegler is famous for not allowing the kitchen to open, even for a cup of 
coffee, unless he’s on site. As the executive chef, he cooks all day, then turns the late evening 
duties over to chef Susan Stolp. But Stiegler still frequently greets guests at night, and if 
you’re lucky he’ll join you for a toast with a memorable Obstler schnapps. —Jay Cowan 
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[really hit me the day after a workout, i 


That’s when I head right for my Advil? Tylenol just 
• doesn’t always cut it. My doctor said, on next-day soreness, two 
„ Advil work better than any two Extra Strength Tylenol: And I don’t like 
. Aleve. If the pain comes back, I could be stuck for hours. Nothing has shown 


me it works better than Advil? Nothing. 


Advanced Medicine for Pain. 


Advil 

lilUPFIOFEN 

advanced medicine for pain” ^ 

COATED 200 

TAB LET I - 


1 http://healthfront.com 

‘Among nonprcscriplion analgesic*. I 'sc unlv as directed. Contains ibuprokn. I Whitehall -Robins. Madison. XI 
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Valentine Hunting 
On The Slopes With 
The Love Master 

Dr. Ruth Westheimer met her husband of 36 
years on a T-bar at Belleayre Mountain in New 
York. “Skiing is one of the greatest ways to meet 
someone because you’re outdoors and being 
healthy — and not sitting in front of a TV,” says the 
famous sex therapist. Dr. Ruth also believes that skiers 
are the best lovers “because they like to take risks and 
they wiggle their tushes.” Here, Dr. Ruth shares her ad- 
vice on taking advantage of skiing’s unique love connection. 

Qi I’m single, riding a lift. How do I break the ice ? 

As “Comment on the snow or the weather. Then ask for ad- 
vice. Say, Tm an intermediate (or expert or whatever), and what 
run would you suggest?’ Then take it from there. ‘Would you like 
to ski down together?’ But don’t feel upset if they say ‘no.”’ 

Q: What if it's a quad and the object of my desire is sitting on 


the opposite end? 


As "Assure them that there isn’t any pressure and then have 


A: “Lean forward and ignore the other people. But first, make them take a lesson. Don’t ever try to teach a boyfriend or girl- 
sure you’re secure." friend or spouse to ski. It breaks up relationships." 


Qs In case I get rejected? 

As "No, so you don’t fall off the chair." 

0= What if our skiing abilities are not well-matched? 

A : "Don’t ski down unless you are serious about this person. 
You have to use your brain here. No one likes to be frustrated, 
so sometimes it's best to split up and meet after skiing for a glass 
of wine or a beer." 

Q: How do you take the new relationship beyond the slopes? 

As “Go to a movie or something non-committal — but not a 
high-pressure dinner or anything.” 

Q: How do I entice a non-skier onto the slopes? 


9 ? Are there any other “Don'ts"? 

As “Don't try to impress anyone by skiing beyond your abilities 
because you may break your leg, and that’s not good for anyone." 
Q: Help us out here. What do men really want and what do women 
really want in a relationship? 

As “Men and women want the same things. Companionship. It’s 
not just sex or excitement It’s intellectual and emotional 
companionship." 

Q: What if it’s just not working. If at first you don’t succeed? 

As "Move on. Keep skiing, or go to a movie alone. But don’t be 
desperate and don’t feel sorry for yourself." 



It’s All Downhill From Here 

There’s no need for wedding plans to slow down a ski vacation. Colorado’s Loveland Ski Area offers 
a Valentine’s Day mass wedding ceremony. Last season, a record 78 adventurous couples tied the 
knot at 1 2,200 feet. Loveland spokesperson Rick Orwig doesn’t report any cases of cold feet or 
grooms jumping cornices to flee. “One guy proposed on the plane trip and brought the bride here," 
he says. Couples must be at least 18 years old and have a marriage license in gloved hand. The 
ceremony is legal and gives a double meaning to the mutual declarations of “I do” — couples must be 
able to ski down the mountain after the ceremonial first kiss. Registered participants receive one 
free lift ticket, which could lead to the ultimate winter pick-up line: "Marry me and ski for free.” 


SKI F@CT How wet is it expected to be in Nagano? Rubber boots are included in Rossignol’s Olympic uniform issue. 
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Smile big. Because with the Tacoma 4x4’s highest ground clearance in its class and an available kick-butt 
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off-road suspension package, you 11 have no choice but to open wide and thank your dentist later. 
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Going downhill 
fast 



Proposed— and rejected— 
Nagano Winter Olympic 
slogan for the V.S. 

Ski Team. 


Old Skiers Don’t Die, They Jnst Casta In 

It has been a dozen years since Doug Lewis won a bronze medal in the World 
Alpine Championships downhill in Bormio, Italy, and nine seasons since he retired 
from the U.S. Ski Team. But on this day at Sugarbush, Vl, with hundreds of school 
children cheering him and a national TV audience tuned in, Lewis is just as nervous 
as when he raced in two Olympic Games. “There’s a lot riding on these races — 
pride and money,” he explains. The event is the Jeep King of the Mountain downhill, 
part of a $750,000 race series that features a Ski Hall of Fame roster, boasting the 
likes of Lewis, Franz Klammer, Bill Johnson and Franz Heinzer. Six two-man teams 
race for cash and keys to a pair of Jeep Cherokees. Three events remain: Jackson 
Hole, Wyo., Jan. 8-11; Sugarbush, Vt., Jan. 29-Feb. I (on NBC Feb. 28, 5 pm EST); 
and the finals at Snowbird, Utah, Feb. 26-March I (on NBC March 7, 3 pm EST). 
Many of these veteran racers competed before money was awarded on the World 
Cup, so the Jeep tour is a chance to cash in. “I earned more in one day at the Vail 
event than I won during my World Cup career,” says British skier Martin Bell. 


Pump Up The Volume 



Jack Turner fancies himself skiing’s pied piper. But instead of guiding rats with a 
flute, the 42-year-old former downhill racer wants to attract hordes of teenagers 
to the slopes with the latest hits. ♦ Turner produces promotional CDs for 
resorts that include cuts from top recording artists. Photos of 
extreme skiers and riders jump off the CD, which 
is packaged with lift tickets and discount coupons 
and given away at events such as Crested Butte’s 
XGames. ♦ One of Turner’s biggest obstacles is 
finding ski resort executives who appreciate — 
or even recognize — bands such as the Butthole 
Surfers, Sneaker Pimps and The Geraldine 
Fibbers. “Some of the older management types 
hated the idea,” says Turner. "But I 
reminded them: How did your parents 
feel about Jimi Hendrix, Grand Funk 
Railroad and Deep Purple?” 


SKI F@CT In 2002, Salt Lake City will be the largest city to host a Winter Olympics. 


LOOK 


BACK 



A look at where we've been... 

After sharing a womh’for nine months and 
the same DNA for a lifetime, twins develop 
an indelible bond, often unwittingly dress- 
ing and acting the same. Super ski twins Phil 
(left) and Steve Mahrc dominated American 
racing in the F.ighties. They trained together; 
they competed together. And, as our photog- 
rapher discovered at the 1984 Sarajevo 
Olympics, the Mahre brothers even turned 
their backs and relieved race-day pressure 
together. The similarities didn’t end there. 
Phil glided to the gold in the slalom; Steve 
to the silver, .21 seconds behind. 
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She’s Got The Beat 


By Picabo Street 

T hey say music soothes the savage beast. That 
may be true, but I’ve always been really en- 
ergized by rhythm and melody. In fact, the 
only thing I can listen to at night are nature 
sounds, because anything with a beat wakes my 
senses up — even classical music gets me going. 

Music affects my mood, and the right tunes moti- 
vate me in training and competition. When I need to 
take my mind off technique, music clears my mind and 
frees me up to ski naturally. My current "race mix"- 
which I listen to in the start area before every 
race — is a combination of reggae, rap and house 
hip-hop (a mixture of old school DJ spin and jazz). It 
has a dancy, thumpy beat that forces me to get 
into the roller coaster ride that is downhill. 


£ Picabo Street, a 1994 Olympic silver medalist and the 
4 / 996 World Downhill Champion, is typically seen with 
either a helmet or headphones covering her ears. 
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Keep It Simple 


By Tommy Moe 


Tommy Moe, a 1994 Olympic gold and silver medalist, plans to race in his third 
Olympics this winter. 


O ne of my strengths in ski racing is my ability to relax and breathe 
easily in high-stress situations — even if I’m faking it. In the big 
events especially, you need to stay calm because everyone else 
is so fired up. 

In 1992 in Albertville, I was all tweaked about everything going on 
around me. It was my first Olympics and I had high expectations. I finished 
around 28th, and I remember crying in the finish after the race. But from 
that experience I learned not to think so much about the things I can’t 
control. Coming into the 1994 Olympics in Lillehammer, I realized that 
of all the variables out there, the only thing I could control was how I ski. 
So I tried not to think about anything else. Right into the gate of the 
downhill race, my thoughts were simple: “Hands forward, stay on the 
outside ski, and here we go." 

When I got on the course I was on auto-pilot, just going down and let- 
ting it happen. Later, in the super G, I’d already won my gold medal and 
knew I was on fire, so I was even more relaxed. There are so many things 
to think about — equipment, coaches, diet, training times — but too many 
thoughts get in the way. Sometimes the best thing to do is to take a time 
out — just like little kids do — in order to re-group and clear your mind. 


PHOTOGRAPH BY BRIAN ROBB 
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TURNING POINTS 



B efore you venture into moguls, 
be sure you can make solid, 
mogul-type turns — linked, 
with both skis in synch — on the 
groomed. Skiing bumps with your 
skis out of parallel can be disas- 
trous. Practice making parallel turns 
by changing both edges and guiding 
both skis simultaneously, maintain- 
ing pressure on the edge of the 
downhill ski. 

Rhythm and speed control are 
critical. Sometimes you find rhythm 
in a field of bumps, but not always. 
As such, you need to be able to 
build rhythm into the run. One 
secret is ready hands and continu- 
ous, fluid pole plants. Miss a pole 
plant, and you miss the turn, throw- 
ing off your rhythm. Don’t hesitate 
between turns. The end of one 
turn should be the beginning of 
the next. 

But it’s not enough to simply link 
turns. You also need to ski entire 
runs at a consistent speed. If your 
speed keeps increasing, the bumps 
will eat you alive. Each turn must 
be round enough to control speed. 
Complete each turn so it carries 
you well across the fall line. Exag- 
gerate to the point you feel you are 
skiing back up the hill at the end of 
each turn. Turning can become tar- 
get practice: Look for spots on the 
slope — places off to the side — and 
hit them exactly with your skis. 
That’s the way to build control and 
prepare for the next phase in learn- 
ing to ski moguls. 

Ready? Turn to page 107 and read 
"Unstumped By The Bumps." 

Nelson Carmichael is a World Cup 
Champion and Olympic medalist 
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Get to your cancelled flight on time 


^ A massive blizzard can turn a 20-minute ride to the airport into a 20-minute ride to the airport. In 
a Range Rover 4.0 SE, that is. With electronic traction control, all-terrain ABS, and permanent 
dhfcfi; four-wheel drive, it’s designed to hold snow-covered roads as deftly as it does no-covered roads. In 
j/T addition, it has electronic air suspension, which enables you to elevate the Range Rover automatically 
and drive through a blanket of snow on top of a blanket of snow on top of a blanket of snow. And no matter 


how miserable it gets outside, such amenities as heated front seats and a six-disc CD 
player make it hardly noticeable inside. Why not call 1-800-FINE 4WD for the nearest 
Land Rover dealer? Or visit our Web site at http://www.LandRover.com. At #55,500* 
it isn’t your everyday investment. It is, however, your everyday vehicle. 


RANGE ROVER 
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SAVVY TRAVELER 


The Love Connection 


Whether you’re celebrating a special occasion or you simply need to relax, there’s 
nothing like a romantic mountain getaway. By Everett Potter 


fireplace, a room with a view 
and a world-class ski resort. 

What better way for a cou- 
ple to spend Valentine’s 
Day — or any winter 
weekend — than at a romantic ski hotel? 

A hideaway that offers peace and quiet 
aplenty, a sense of ski history and style. 

Service is paramount. Pampering is the 
rule. And while the hotel can be over the 
top, it needn’t break the bank. 

Short of a dozen roses, here’s a dozen 
getaways for Valentine’s Day that are the 
romantic essence of skiing. All packages are 
based on February rates. 

Let’s start with three retreats in Vermont. Edson 
Hill Manor (800-621-0284) is a brick and log Tudor- 
style building five and a half miles from Stowe that 
dates back to 1940. A pine-paneled living room in- 
vites guests to sit down to a game of backgammon af- 
ter a leisurely dinner in the award-winning dining 
room. Its four carriage houses offer privacy, but you 
can also choose a room with a queen-size bed and a 
fireplace in the main house, where the rate is $70 per 
person including breakfast, $90 if you want dinner. If 
you need a break from Stowe’s downhill, try Edson’s 
cross-country trails on the property’s 225 acres. 

For an old-fashioned Vermont bed-and-breakfast 
stay, you can’t do much better than the Lareau Farm 
Country Inn (802-496-4949). This 1832 Greek Re- 
vival farmhouse is just five miles from both Sugar- 
bush and Mad River Glen. The rooms — decorated 
with period wallpaper, collectibles and antiques — 
retain their 19th-century charm. Start the day here 
with a generous homemade breakfast and end it with 
a twilight horse-drawn sleigh ride. For Valentine’s 
Day weekend, $100 per night gets you a room with a 
private bath and breakfast. 

In the heart of West Dover, Vt., is the West Dover 
Inn (802-464-5207), a picture-perfect New England 
inn. Dating from 1846, this Greek Revival building 


was a former stagecoach stop and is on the Register 
of Historic Places. The Inn has the charm you’d ex- 
pect from such provenance: Antiques, hand-sewn 
quilts and brass beds set the tone. It’s less than four 
miles to Mt. Snow, and the rates, which include 
breakfast, start at $110 per night. 


Out West, start your search for romance in Vail at 
the Sonnenalp Resort’s Bavaria Haus (800-654- 
8312). Owner Johannes Faessler, whose family owns 
the Sonnenalp in Bavaria, has taken pampering to 
new levels. Rooms are done in Bavarian style and 
have fireplaces and balconies. The spa is one of the 
most luxurious in any ski town. After a massage or a 
soak in an outdoor Jacuzzi, lounge by the open fire- 
place in your terry-cloth robe. Rates, based on a min- 
imum seven-night stay, are $400 per night, including 
a lavish European-style buffet breakfast. 


ILLUSTRATION BY LINDA HELTON 
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SAVVY TRAVELER 


SNUGGLE 

INN 


Located on the 
banks of the 
Gore River, the 
Black Bear Inn 
(303-476-1304) 
is a charming log 
lodge with spacious cabin rooms. 

You’ll be welcomed by comforters 
and cozy furniture, but no televisions 
or radios to spoil the peacefulness. The 
great room has many windows and 
couches, the better to soak in the views. 
Located in West Vail, about two miles 
from the resort, the Inn is delightfully re- 
moved from the bustle of the ski area, 
but the free town bus makes for a pain- 
less trip to the hill. The $195 rate in- 
cludes a full breakfast for two and after- 
noon hors d’oeuvres and drinks. 

In Telluride, the Hotel Columbia’s 
(800-201-9505) attention to details — 
fireplaces, over-stuffed chairs, luxurious 
bathrooms and balconies with views of 
the San Juans — ensure a comfortable 
stay. And its proximity to the Oak Street 
lifts and the new gondola — only a few 
blocks — make for a carefree jaunt to the 
hill. It has just 19 rooms plus two suites, 
and offers fine dining in the Cosmopoli- 
tan restaurant. Rates start at $215 per 
night, including breakfast. 

When the snow falls in Wyoming, 
those with a yen for romance head for 
Spring Creek Resort (800-443-6139), a 
rustic retreat with staggering views of 
the Tetons. Located between the town 
of Jackson and Jackson Hole Resort, 
Spring Creek offers log cabin-style ac- 
commodations with woodbuming fire- 
places. Spring Creek’s Honeymoon 
Package provides four nights in a deluxe 
room, champagne on arrival, dinner for 
two at the Granary restaurant, daily 
breakfast, a sleigh ride, transfers, shut- 
tles to town and all taxes and gratuities. 
Rates are $270 per couple for the first 
night, $165 for additional nights. 

Aspen has more than its share of ro- 
mantic retreats but the sybarite’s choice 
is The Little Nell (888-843-6355). This 
hotel is among the best in the world. 
Simply envision subtle luxury, and you’ll 
find it here. Impeccable service, Jacuzzis, 
steam showers, Frette robes and a won- 


derful sense of being cocooned, set the 
Nell apart. There’s no need to leave the 
premises because both of its fine restau- 
rants serve breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
Then again, the views of Ajax should be 
enough to lure you up the hill. Rates at 
The Nell start at $450 per night. 

In sharp contrast and five blocks 
away is another Aspen choice, the Hotel 
Jerome (800-331-7213), which wraps you 
in Victoriana. Rates for the three-night 
Romance package start at $445 per 
night, including daily breakfast, a three- 
course dinner in the Century Room and a 
bottle of champagne. 

Idaho’s Sun Valley still packs a wal- 
lop of glamour, and the Sun Valley 
Lodge (800-786-8259), the first bona- 
fide ski lodge in the U.S., is the place to 
go. Built in 1936, there’s magic in the 
great sun room with the grand piano, in 
the Duchin Bar and at the outdoor rink 
rimmed with twinkling lights that has 
become the hotel’s trademark. The ba- 
sic rooms with their French Provincial 
furniture are comfortable for a getaway, 
especially at $139 per night. But if it’s a 
special occasion you’re celebrating, 
consider booking one of the two bed- 
room cottages with fireplaces ($550 per 
night). 

In Lake Louise, Canada, the 
cognoscenti cozy up at the Post Hotel 
(800-661-1586), a Relais & Chateaux 
property. This alpine chalet-style hotel 
features wood-paneled rooms, an indoor 
pool and Jacuzzi and arguably the best 
dining in the Canadian Rockies. The 
slopes of Lake Louise are just a few miles 
away, and Sunshine and Norquay are an 
hour away — and the mountain scenery 
is some of the best. Rates start at $124. 

Just an hour from Salt Lake City, 
Sundance (800-892-1600) — Robert 
Redford’s retreat — is possibly the most 
laid-back ski resort around. The cabins 
are country-elegant: Rough-hewn pine 
interiors and rustic furniture are the 
theme. For a break from the mountain, 
take a tour of the 15 kilometers of cross- 
country trails or wile away the evening 
over dinner at the Tree Room. As of this 
winter, snowboarders are welcome, too. 
Rates start at $195 per night. ♦ 


SAVVY SHORTS 

In Tr aining 

The fine art of getting out of Gotham and to the 
slopes is now a lot easier for the legions of Man- 
hattan skiers and snowboarders. Hunter Moun- 
tain Ski Bowl has teamed up with Amtrak’s Em- 
pire Service to offer train travel to the Catskills 
this winter. Trains run twice daily on Fridays and 
Saturdays, and once on Sundays, from New 
York’s Penn Station to Hudson, N.Y. A motor- 
coach meets the train for the short transfer to 
the mountain. The basic fare is $26, one-way. 
Call (800) USA-RAIL For lift, lodging and rail 
packages, call (888) AMTRAKI. 

Sweet Swiss Deal 

Who says Switzerland has to break the bank? 
You can ski the jet-set retreat of Gstaad for as 
little as $587 if you know where to stay. The 
trick is to grab a package in the neighboring 
towns of Chateau d’Oex or Rougement. The 
deal includes seven nights’ accommodations, 
daily breakfast and dinner, six half-day group 
lessons and a six-day pass good for all lifts in the 
Gstaad Super Ski Region. Prices are per person, 
based on double occupancy. For more informa- 
tion, call Switzerland Tourism at (212) 757-5944. 

Peaking At The Vail Resorts 

Now when you ski or snowboard at Vail. Beaver 
Creek, Breckenridge or Keystone, you can earn 
points toward price discounts. Staying at partici- 
pating lodges, lunching at selected on-mountain 
restaurants or taking ski and snowboard lessons 
also earns them. Here’s how it works: A full-day 
adult lift ticket is worth 1 .000 points while a stay 
of three nights or more at a select property is 
3,000 per stay. Redeem points for lift tickets and 
discounts on lodging, ski and snowboard school 
lessons. To purchase a one-day adult lift ticket, 
you need 10,000 points during non-holiday sea- 
son and 20,000 during prime times. You can 
keep points from one season to the next and ac- 
crue them as a family. Call (800) 525-2257. 

The Threes Have It 

If Whisder and Blackcomb beckon but the bud- 
get says stay home, wait until March 30. That’s 
when the “3 for 3 for $333" kicks in at Chateau 
Whistler Resort. Three nights of accommoda- 
tions and three dual-mountain lift passes cost 
just $333 per person, based on double occupan- 
cy. Call (800) 606-8244. 
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All-world Scottie Pippen. 
All-natural Ginsana'’ user 


Performing at a consistently high level is a big part of Scottie Pippen's game. That’s why he never plays without 
taking his GINSANA all-natural energizer. Made with pure G 1 1 5® ginseng, GINSANA helps your body use oxygen 
more efficiently, so you can feel better longer.' The lasting energy of G 1 1 5® is real. 

It’s natural. It’s also what makes GINSANA different from everything else on the shelf. 

Whether you rack up the miles running fast breaks or racing after the kids, the 
choice is yours. You can feel your age. Or you can feel your GINSANA. 


Feel Your Ginsana. The Original All-Natural Energizer 1 : 





In original capsules and new chewy squares. 


www.ginsana.com 

*The statements presented here have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration. This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease. 

Pharmaton Natural Health Products affirms that the statements presented on this package are supported by well-controlled clinical studies. Available in the vitamin aisle. 

Read and follow label instructions. © 1997 Boehringer ingelheim Pharmaceuticals 
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Anchorage/ Va[ 1 couy er / Kalispell/The 

Alyeska Whistler Big Mountain 

Wherever There’s Snow, We Go. 

ASPEN/SNOWMASS • BOZEMAN/BIG SKY • STEAMBOAT • VAIL/BEAVER CREEK 
ANCHORAGE/ALYESKA • KALISPELL/THE BIG MOUNTAIN • V A N CO U VE R/ W H I S T L E R 
ALBUQUERQUE • BOISE • CALGARY • COLORADO SPRINGS • DENVER • RENO/LAKE TAHOE • SALT LAKE CITY 

When pros like Kate McBride need to hit the slopes, they call us at 1-800-225-2525, have their travel 
agent book Northwest, or book through our web site at www.nwa.com for jet service directly to 
the best ski resorts in North America. You can, too. Or if you prefer one, easy package — the 
flight, the hotel, the rental car — we'll take care of it. Just call WorldVacations SM at 1-800-754-8599 
for an all-inclusive ski package. Northwest Airlines, your ultimate lift ticket. 
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NORTHWEST 
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1-800-225-2525 / www.nwa.com 


©1997 Northwest Arimes. Ire Northwest recycles enough paper products *> one year to ae a* r 16.000 trees O 
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SKI TOWNS 



Split Personality 

Nevada’s Incline Village may be known as a hideaway for the rich, but beneath 
its glamorous veneer lies a tight-knit, year-round community. By Susan Reifer 


Tucked into Lake Tahoe’s north shore, Incline Village offers the best of both worlds — big mountains and deep water. 


L ake Tahoe locals call it Income Village, 
and a boat trip along the town’s 7 
miles of shoreline quickly reveals 
why. Waterfront mansions of timber, 
stone and glass sprawl across spacious 
lots forested with towering Ponderosa and Jeffrey 
pines. One estate looks like a French chateau, com' 
plete with fountains topped with statuettes of revel' 
ing Bacchae. Another grand manse — all 8,000 square 
feet of it — stands on land formerly occupied by sev' 
en more modest homes. The most imposing estate of 
all, owned by former Drexel Burnham Lambert junk- 
bond king Michael Milken, contains a couple of 
buildings totalling more than 38,000 square feet. 
Such hulking estates dwarf the few remaining 
Sixties-era cottages still perched on the premier 
stretch of North Lake Tahoe shoreline — cottages 
that these days sell for as much as $2 million. 

But there is another side to Incline Village — a 
side you don’t see from the lake. Between the shore- 
line estates and the mountaintop mansions lie the 
homes of 7,000 year-round residents. It’s the kind of 
community where kids in their pajamas scamper 


down the street at twilight in summer, and the guy 
at the hardware store knows your name. People here 
work to keep their community communing — 
whether that means volunteering with the 
local chapter of the American Association of Univer- 
sity Women or inviting foreign-exchange students 
from nearby Sierra Nevada College into their homes 
on Christmas Day. 

It’s a community in which the only traffic jams oc- 
cur when there are big varsity games at Incline High. 
And it’s a place with good public schools and a re- 
markable roster of town-owned parks and recreation 
facilities — including two beaches, two golf courses, a 
tennis club, a recreation center and gym, a wetlands 
area (for wastewater reclamation and birding) and 
ski areas for both alpine and nordic sliding. “Around 
the lake, this is one of the most ideal spots to live,” 
says Diane Fisher, a travel agent and mother who has 
called Incline Village home for 21 years. “And there 
are a lot of us here who aren’t millionaires.” 

In fact. Incline Village is full of people like Diane 
Fisher and her husband, Jim — fifty-somethings who 
graduated from the University of California at 
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A view from the lake reveals shoreline mansions 
and Diamond Peak Ski Resort. 


Berkeley, courted at Squaw Valley and 
moved to Tahoe from Davis, Calif., in the 
Seventies so their three young kids 
could ski every day after school. And 
there are people, as well, like the 
Village Ski Loft’s Steve and Betsy Hand, 
late-era Boomers who are perennially 
tanned from daily outings on their bikes 
or skis. Steve and Betsy were drawn to 
Tahoe by what Steve calls its “awesome 
beauty,” and stayed because of all the 
outdoor sports. They joke that the dogs 
(a Golden Retriever and big black mutt) 
are their children and that the faithful 
employees who work at the ski shop are 
their family. “Instead of raising kids we 
spend our time going out and being kids 
ourselves,” says Steve with an easy smile. 

S ituated on the Nevada side of 
Lake Tahoe’s north shore. In' 
cline Village is midway between 
Reno to the north and Squaw Valley to 
the southwest; about a 45'minute drive 
from either. Incline Village began life in 
1959 as what was then a unique concept: 
a master'planned vacation community. 
The first homes and condominiums 
were centered around a Robert Trent 
Jones, Sr. championship golf course. 
Soon, a small ski area (now called Dia- 
mond Peak) opened. It was designed by 
Austrian-born resort consultant Luggi 
Foeger, who also designed Alpine 
Meadows and Steamboat Springs. Lat' 
er, a second golf course — designed by 
Jones Jr. — was added. The Seventies 
saw a continuing boom, and Incline Vil- 


lage soon extended from the 
shores of Lake Tahoe through 
thick pine forests up the lower 
flanks of Mt. Rose. 

Today, more than 70 percent of 
the community’s 9,000 residences 
are primary, year'round homes. 
Approximately one in every four 
offer views of the lake. Other 
homes have mountain views or are 
nestled creekside amid tall ever' 
greens. The median price for a 
turn-key single-family home in In- 
cline Village is $300,000 and 
three-bedroom homes can be 
found for as low as $160,000. Less 
than 10 percent of Incline’s year- 
round residents have a household income 
that exceeds $150,000 a year, and the 
community’s median household income 
stands at a modest $44,000 a year. Neva- 
da’s lenient tax laws — the draw for 
wealthy second-home owners seeking 
tax shelters — benefit North Lake Tahoe’s 
locals, too. Nevada residents don’t pay 
state income tax, state corporate tax, 
state inheritance, estate or gift taxes or 
tax on dividends. 

Most of those who call Incline home 
decide they want to live there and then 
find a way to make it work. Many com- 
mute to Reno. Others telecommute or set 
up a home-based business. Some are pi- 
lots, some are writers, some are entrepre- 
neurs who have moved sports marketing 
businesses, small publishing companies 
or computer software consulting firms to 
Incline Village. Others find new careers 
in Incline, working in real estate sales or 
property management. 

When the Fishers moved to Incline in 
1976 with their children, Jim was start- 
ing a business in Reno and Diane was 
getting her real-estate broker’s license. 
“We were starting over,” she says. Now 
that the children are grown, Jim spends 
four to five days a week working in the 
San Francisco Bay Area. “There are many 
families here in which one spouse com- 
mutes,” explains Diane. 

Incline Village’s commercial district is 
distinctly lacking in charm, but other- 
wise the small town offers everything 
mountain dwellers need — a good public 
Continued on page i 27 



Almanac 


Incline Village, Nev. 
Population 7,000 
Elevation 6,460 feet 
Median Home Price $300,000 for a 
single-family dwelling 
Tax On Median-Priced Home 
$2.98 per $100 of assessed value for 
property tax; $225/year recreation fee 
School Population 1,450 
Local Ski Area Diamond Peak Ski 
Resort; Vertical Rise: 1,840 feet; Skiable 
Acres: 755; Season Pass: $435 for proper- 
ty owners; $650 otherwise; Lift Ticket: 
$8 for property owners, $37 otherwise. 
Specials: Half price Wednesdays, Twi- 
light Tickets, Interchangeable 
Parents’ Pass 

Nearby Resort Mt. Rose Ski Area; Ver- 
tical Rise: 1,440 feet; Skiable Acres: 900 
plus; Season Pass: $800; Lift Ticket: $38; 
Average Annual Snowfall: 400 inches 
Nordic Skiing The Diamond Peak Cross 
Country and Snowshoe Center offers 
more than 35 kilometers of groomed 
track and skating lanes plus adventure 
trails and a snowplay area. Awesome 
views. Trail Passes: $14; Adventure Pass: 
For $35 get an all-day pass granting trail 
access plus interchangeable rental of 
nordic skis, adventure skis, skating skis 
and snowshoes. Bring your dog along 
with a $3 dog pass! 

Best Local Events Native American 
Snow Dance Festival in October; Shake- 
speare at Sand Harbor in August; North- 
ern Lights Festival in December, with 
free ski days at Diamond Peak and Dia- 
mond Peak Cross Country from Decem- 
ber 21-23 for skiers with a local lodging 
reservation. 

Locals’ Favorite Restaurants 

Jack Rabbit Moon (gourmet nouvelle 
Californian); Lone Eagle Grille (fine 
mountain fare in a beautiful building on 
the lake); Austin’s for lunch (burgers, 
soups and salads); Stanley’s 
Locals’ Favorite Hangouts 
"Ps Mesquite Grill, Cafe 333, Sacred 
Grounds Coffee House 
Best Place To Stay The Hyatt 
Regency or a rented condominium with 
a lake view 

Visitor’s Bureau (800) 468-2463 
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The all-new 
Mazda B-Series Trucks. 


For those of you whose sense of adventure isn't bound by 
convention or commuter lanes, we present our newest 


The B4000 4x4 SE Cab Plus (shown ) 
comes with; • 4.0L V6 engine • 4-wheel 
ABS • Power rack-and-pinion steering 

• Vacuum-operated hub-lock system 
• Alloy wheels with P265/75R15 white- 

letter tires • Towing Package • Fog lights 

• Dual air bags with passenger's-side 
cutoff switch • AM/FM/cassette stereo 

with CD • Cruise control • A/C and more 


family of powerful Mazda Trucks. Built longer, wider, and 
stronger, they'll tow close to three tons* without ever 
breaking a sweat. And, with all the rugged performance of 
the new double-wishbone front suspension and available 
shift-on-the-fly four-wheel drive, these redesigned Mazda 


’When properly equipped. Equipped Trucks are bold enough to run over what they don't run 

with the optional Comfort Plus Package 

and graphics delete option. through. Then again, anything less wouldn't be worth owning. 


©1997 Mazda North American Operations Visit us at Www.mazdausa.com or call 1-800-639-1000 for all the details. 
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THE FRESCA ASPEN WINTER ADVENTURE . Grab the crisp taste of Fresca and you could win an adventure 

trip for four to Aspen! Yes! That exciting mountain town filled with horseback riding, skiing, shopping, sightseeing, 

hiking, snowmobiling, off-road excitement and other Aspen getaway adventures. Plus, take a chance at picking up some 

winter adventure gear. Just look for specially-marked packages of Fresca for entiy details. So, enjoy something different, 

the citrus taste of Fresca and take a chance to win the adventure of a lifetime. The Fresca Aspen Winter Adventure. 

01998 The Coca-Cola Company ‘Fresca* is a registered trademark at The Coca-Cola Company No purchase necessary Look lor an Official Entry Form on display at participating retaken & printed 
inside specially -marked 12-can multi-packs at Fresca On an Official Entry Form or plain paper, hand print your name, address (including zip code), day & evening phone numbers, and mail 
N in hand-addressed, stamped f 10 envelope, to: Fresca 'Aspen Winter Adventure* Sweepstakes. PO Box 4275. Blair. NE 68009-4275 to be rac'd by 4/30/98 when sweepstakes ends Unit 1 , 

entry per envelope Void where prohibited Open only to U S residents See official rules on special displays at participating reteHer* To hear a recording o) complete rules, cal 1-800-876-5813 ASPEN 
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Shoot And Ski 

In winter’s oddest union, biathletes need the lungs of a sprinter and the nerves of a 
sharpshooter. The inner peace of Gandhi comes in between. By Peter Shelton 



U.S. biathlete Jesse Hansen demonstrates the opposing disciplines of his 
sport: aggressive skiing and "shooting clean.” 


B iathlon, the backwater 
Olympic sport in 
which skiers race 
cross-country with .22 
caliber rifles strapped 
to their backs, flashed briefly onto the 
American media’s center stage in the 
mid Eighties. First, when U.S. Team 
member and World Championships 
bronze medalist Kari Swenson was 
kidnapped and shot by a crazed 
mountain man in Montana. Swenson 
survived to tell the tabloid tale, which 
then became a TV movie. And second, 
when Colorado’s Josh Thompson 
stunned the biathlon world, then, as 
now, dominated by Eastern European 
countries, by taking silver at the 1987 
World Championships. 

Unfortunately for Thompson, U.S. 
alpine skiing was at a low ebb then, 
and the pre-Olympic media seized up- 
on him as America’s best hope for a 
skiing medal in Calgary. He absorbed 
so much pressure that he imploded, 
missing five targets on the shooting 
range worth five minutes of penalty time in the 20K 
event. Thompson finished a disappointed 25th. 

Beyond these two telling tales, biathlon in this 
country has been about as visible as Ted Kaczynski 
before he was nabbed. That’s odd, because the sport 
has a venerable history, and we Americans are actu- 
ally pretty good at it. 

Historians believe the very first nordic skiing 
competitions were biathlons. Swedish and Norwe- 
gian border patrols used to challenge each other to 
skiing and target -shooting contests, perhaps with 
bow and arrow, as far back as the 1700s. (Hunting on 
skis as a timed event may go back even further.) The 
military tradition of the sport continues to the pre- 
sent; some of our best biathletes are members of the 
Army National Guard, which provides training and 
much needed financial support. 


Biathlon has been an Olympic sport for men since 
1960. Up until 1992, biathlon and modern pen- 
tathlon, a sport based on the skills thought neces- 
sary to be a war-time messenger (swimming, cross- 
country running, riding, pistol shooting and 
fencing), were administered by the same interna- 
tional union. Women biathletes finally gained 
Olympic status in 1992. 

Eight years before that, the first women’s World 
Championships in Chamonix proved a break- 
through for the U.S. A contingent of American up- 
starts, including the star-crossed Swenson, Holly 
Beatie, Julie Newman and Jan Reynolds (they called 
themselves Bonnie Raitt, Emmy Lou Harris, Carole 
King and Joan Jett), ran and shot their way to the 
bronze medal in the relay competition. 

I met Reynolds in 1983 at West Yellowstone, 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY NANCIE BATTAGLIA 
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Mont., where whippet-like track skiers 
of various stripes were training. She was 
new to biathlon then, in search of a fresh 
challenge after racing cross-country at 
the University of Vermont and then fash- 
ioning an amazing resume as an adven- 
ture skier, crowned by a free-heel cir- 
cumnavigation of Mount Everest. Most 
recently, she has toured the comers of the 
earth to research a series of books on van- 
ishing indigenous cultures. 

Some people are hooked by the im- 
possibility of mastering golf; Jan was cap- 
tivated by the mental and physical di- 
chotomies of biathlon. “It’s like fire and 
water,” she told me. “On the skiing loops 
you’re driving your 
pulse up; your heart is 
just racing. You’re 
sprinting for two or 
three kilometers and 
then you come into the 
range and you have to 
slow your breathing 
and lower your heart 
rate, become poised and 
calm enough to knock 
off five black circles the 
size of silver dollars, 
with just five rounds, 
and do it in something like 30 seconds.” 

Reynolds, who had never fired a rifle 
before trying biathlon, doesn’t see it as a 
military exercise. “It’s a Zen thing,” she 
says. “Two opposites combine. The rifle 
is like bow and arrow. It takes the same 
concentration, the same intense focus.” 
All biathletes I’ve talked to glaze toward 
ecstasy when they speak of “shooting 
clean,” that is, killing all five targets in a 
shooting stage, and better yet, all 10 shots 
in the sprint (10K for men; 7.5K for 
women) or aU 20 shots (four range stops) 
in the distance events. The yin and yang 
of the effort exerts a powerful, dreamy 
hold on them. 

“I can’t explain it,” says U.S. Biathlon 
Association program director Max Cobb. 
“It’s just so much fun to see those targets 
go down.” Cobb and his cohorts in 
Burlington, Vt., keep the U.S. team in bul- 
lets and skate skis through “bake sales” 
and the sponsorship of outfits such as 
L.L. Bean. “We’re talking good old- 
fashioned amateurism here,” he says. 


And coming into this Olympic sea- 
son, the U.S. once again has some 
promising young athletes. Twenty- 
year-old Jay Hakkinen of Kasilof, Alas- 
ka, scorched the World Junior Champi- 
onships in Italy last season, winning the 
10K sprint. Dartmouth grad Stacey 
Wooley had five top-25 World Cup 
finishes last year, including a 12th at the 
World Championships in Slovakia. In 
Nagano, they’ll join biathletes from at 
least 30 countries, the most national 
teams in any winter Olympic sport. 

A few years ago, after listening to 
Reynolds rhapsodize about the 
mind/body conundrum, I gave biathlon 
a spin myself at a pub- 
lic course in Beaver 
Creek. My rifle was 
not a .22 but an air- 
powered pellet rifle, 
the shooting distance 
was shorter, and I 
had to leave the gun 
behind while I skied, 
but otherwise this 
was the real deal. 

After skating a 
1.5K loop on a hilly, 
silky track, I flopped 
down into the prone position and 
loaded a round. I wasn’t a bad shot as a 
kid, blasting tin cans in the desert with 
my dad. This was different. 

My fingers fumbled, sweat dripped 
into my eyes, and my heart pounded a 
dent in the snow. I plinked all five 
disks, but it must have taken me 15 
shots and at least four minutes. Back on 
the track, accelerating, I knew I had to 
slow down, think, find the balance, 
husband some bit of calm for the shoot- 
ing. And then explode into furious ski- 
ing, again. 

Around 1 went, adrenaline jerking 
on and off like a teenager new to the 
clutch. On one go ’round, I fired from 
the standing position. I settled my el- 
bow onto my hip bone, breathed in a 
lungful of that long-ago peace in the 
desert. The gunsights danced like mer- 
cury, then settled on one black dessert 
plate after another. I shot clean, or close 
to it, and the euphoria launched me 
halfway around the next loop. ♦ 


Meet picabo 

IN PARK CITY. 

Enter to Win One of Five 
Trips. And Just for Fun, 
Guess Her United Mileage 
Plus® Miles in ’97. 

Picabo’s Miles 

Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip 

Phone ( ) 

Please mail for receipt by March 16, 1998 to: 
United Picabo Street Sweepstakes 
P.O. Box 3242, Elgin, IL 60121-3242 

Or enter at http://www.ualpromo.com. 
Return to this site March 17-31, 1998, to 
find out how many Mileage Plus® miles 
Picabo earned in 1997. 

UJJ United Airlines 


No purchase necessary. Open to legal U.S. residents. 18 or 
older, except employees and the immediate families and persons in 
same household of employees of United Airlines, Picabo Street, 
their affiliates, subsidiaries, advertising and promotion agencies 
Void where prohibited. To Enter. Complete official entry form, or 
hand-print name, address, city, state, zip code, day phone, age, 
and guess of mileage Picabo Street flew on United during 1997 on 
3' x 5" card, and mall to: United Picabo Street Sweepstakes. P.O. 
Box 3242. Elgin. IL 60121-3242 for receipt by 3/16/98. Entry 
forms available on advertisements in the 1/19, 1/26. and 2/2/98 
issues of USA Today : 1/98 and 2/98 issues of Ski and Skiing 
Magazines; and on United's web site at www.ualpromo.com. Guess 
of mileage flown on United by Picabo Street not needed for entry to 
be eligible Limit one entry per person or per stamped envelope . No 
mechanical reproductions of entry. Sponsor not responsible for 
lost, late, misdirected, mutilated, incomplete, illegible or postage- 
due entries or mail Prizes: Five (5) Grand Prizes of a 5-night/6- 
day trip tor lour to Park City, Utah and the opportunity to meet 
Picabo Street. Trip consists of round-trip coach air travel from 
airport served by United Airlines nearest winner's residence to Park 
City; 5 nights' double-occupancy hotel; 6 day car rental; $500 
cash: and opportunity to meet Picabo Street. Winner and guests 
must travel on date specified by Picabo Street, or opportunity to 
meet her will be forfeited and prize will consist only of trip to Park 
City. Travel must be completed by 4/30/99. Travel dates are 
subject to change, based on and subject to Picabo Street's 
schedule. Approximate retail value: $3,200. United Airlines tickets 
will be issued against travel certificates and will have the following 
restrictions: reservations must be made and tickets picked up at 
least 14 days prior to planned travel date; certificates may only be 
redeemed at United Airlines ticket counters or offices. No transfer 
or substitution of certificates: certificates are not replaceable if lost 
or stolen; valid for travel only on scheduled United Airlines operated 
flights between destination cities specified; travel taken, using a 
travel certificate, is not eligible for Mileage Plus credit or denied 
boarding compensation. Drawing: About 3/20/98. random 
drawing from all eligible entries will be conducted by FAC Services 
Group. L.P., an independent judging organization Approximately 
14,060.000 entry forms will be distributed, however odds of 
winning depend on number of entries received Notification of 
Winners: Winners will be notified by mail. Winners must sign and 
return an Affidavit of Eligibility and Liability Release and. where 
legal, a Publicity Release within specified time or prize will be 
forfeited and awarded to an alternate winner. Trip guests must 
sign releases prior to issuance of travel documents. Additional 
Terms: By participating, entrants agree: (a) to Official Rules and 
decisions of judges and sponsor, which shall be final in all respects; 

(b) where legal, to the use of their names and/or likenesses 
for advertising and publicity purposes without compensation; and 

(c) to release, discharge, and hold harmless United Airlines, Picabo 
Street, their affiliates, subsidiaries, advertising and promotion 
agencies, and the directors, officers, employees, and agents of 
any of the above organizations from all claims or damages arising 
out of their participation in the sweepstakes Prize Restrictions: 
No cash equivalents or substitution of prizes permitted except at 
United Airlines' option for a prize of comparable or greater value 
due to prize unavailability. Prizes are non-transferable. All 
taxes and any expenses not specified relating to acceptance 
and use of prizes are sole responsibility of winners. Limit one 
prize per person or household. Rental car subject to rental 
agency's regular terms and restrictions. Winners' List For names 
of the winners, send a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
to: United Picabo Street Sweepstakes. P.O. Box 3236. Elgin, IL 
601 21 -3236. for receipt by March 30, 1 993. Sponsored by United 
Airlines. 1200 East Algonquin Road, Elk Grove Village. IL 60007, 
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She flies down mountains at incredible speeds. She racks up miles even faster. And 
you and your family could meet her in Park City. Utah. Home of the 2002 U.S. Olympic 
ski events. How? Find out here, or check out http://www.ualpromo.com. 


United Airlines 
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See Park City from Picabo’s Perspective. With summer training In Chile and 


competition on three continents, Picabo’s travel schedule rivals that of a global business 
traveler. Guess how many United Mileage Plus® miles Picabo earned in ’97. and enter to 
win the chance to meet her in Park City. Fortunately for you, she won’t be on skis. 



We’ve transported U.S. Olympic 
hopefuls and their gear world- 
wide for over ! 5 years. 
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The Odds On Nagano 

When predicting results for this year’s Olympics, your chance of being right 
on any given day is about as good as the weatherman’s. By Edith Thys 


L eading into this Olympic year, the U.S. 

Ski Team training camps were a media 
madhouse, with TV and print journal- 
ists scrambling for telling sound bites 
and predictions. But don’t expect to 
hear bold proclamations about winners and 
losers before the upcoming Games. Instead, 
you’ll likely hear sweeping statements: The 
Austrians have the most depth, the Norwe- 
gians always peak for the big events — edu- 
cated yet noncommittal observations. 

Some degree of caution owes itself to the 
negative press leading into the 1994 Olympics, 
when Sports Illustrated described the U.S. 
alpine team as “Uncle Sam’s lead-footed snow- 
plow brigade." A week later, the team had four 
medals to show as vindication. From a purely analyt- 
ical standpoint, there was little reason to expect 
such a good showing by the Americans in ’94. But 
the Olympics defy rational predictions — that’s what 
makes them exciting, both for the competitors and 
the spectators. Here in the home office of SKI, 
knowing what we do about Nagano and Olympic 
history, we’re leaving the predictions to the fortune- 
tellers and palm readers. 

In hearing recollections from past Olympic com- 
petitors, it seems that surprise performances are 
more the rule than the exception in the Olympics. 
They come in many forms: There are one-hit won- 
ders such as Italy’s Paola Magoni, who won the 
slalom in 1984. And spectacular feats of courage such 
as Franz Klammer’s downhill run in 1976. Dark 
horses come in with little notice and frequently steal 
the show: Debbie Armstrong beat her more famous 
teammates to win the GS in 1984, and Leonard Stock 
came to Lake Placid as an alternate for the 1980 Aus- 
trian team and left as the Olympic downhill champi- 
on. In addition to the stealthy underdogs, there are 
the brashly confident performers, such as Bill John- 
son, who announced his 1984 downhill win days be- 
fore the race — and made good on that promise. 

Johnson’s clairvoyance notwithstanding, athletes 
themselves are usually no more proficient at making 


predictions than the professional observers. Those 
who have participated in more than one Olympics 
frequently had their best performances when they 
least expected — as rookies or in an event where for 
some reason the odds were stacked against them. 
Then, when they felt most prepared, they often suf- 
fered lackluster performances. 

For Eva Twardokens, who spent 13 years on the 
U.S. Ski Team but competed in just two Olympics, 
getting there was the toughest part. In 1984, she just 
missed qualifying for the Olympics. “I wasn’t too 
worried about it at the time,” said Twardokens. “I 
figured I was young (18 years old) and that Calgary 
in 1988 would be ‘my’ Olympics.” 

But Twardokens blew out her knee in the first 
race of the 1987-88 season and watched “her” Games 
on crutches, 10 rows back. Four years later, Twardo- 
kens finally qualified to be an Olympian, but a pre- 
race basketball injury almost kept her from starting. 
She finished just two steps off the podium in fifth. 
“In 1994 things were going close to normally, and it 
looked like my best chance for a medal,” recalls 
Twardokens. So what happened? “I choked my first 
Continued on page 50 
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SEE WORLD-CLASS SKIERS NEGOTIATE 
TURNS AT NEARLY 80 MPH. 

(OR ONE HECK OF A COOL CARTWHEEL.) 


t 


Precision to the millimeter, timing 
to the hundredth of a second, and a 
couple of pieces of fiberglass are the 
A KING only things separating victory, defeat, 
'OF THE and a near-death experience in the 

MOUNTAIN Jeep King of the Mountain Downhill 

downhill SERIES Series. The skiing series that has come to 

Always use seat belts. Remember, a backseat is the safest place for childr 


be known to past Olympic and World Cup champioi 
ship skiers as the greatest winter challenge since tl 
double-dog dare to lick the flagpole in thii 
grade. Not to mention, the most hotly contests 
downhill skiing series title in the world. 

The series, sponsored by Jeep, has become tl 
skiing event of the year to watch. So don’t miss 

i. Jeep is a registered trademark of Chrysler Corporation. 
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cond, or for that matter even a hundredth of 
second, of the Jeep King of the Mountain Downhill 
ries television coverage from Mammoth, California, 
^ht up to the exciting finale in Snowbird, Utah. 

:e the network television listings below. 

For the thrill and excitement of perilous conditions 
:ing conquered, tune in to the Jeep King of the 


Mountain Downhill Series. And then, simply call 
1 - 800-925 -JEEP or visit our Web site at www.jeep.com 
for more information about Jeep # vehicles. 
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Continued from page 47 
run to put me out of contention. Some- 
times I wonder if I would have had a bet- 
ter chance as a dark horse in ’84.” 

A thletes and coaches try to ratio- 
nalize that the Olympics is just 
another competition, and on the 
surface it is: same competitors, same for- 
mat as a World Cup. But the air at the 
Games is charged — right from the pomp 
of the Opening Ceremonies, which in 
person moves even the most fiercely cyn- 
ical. I’m an avowed parade-hater, but 
walking into my first Opening Cere- 
monies in Calgary — living the scene I’d 
watched so many times from the other 
side of the cameras — was hands down 
the most electrifying feeling of my life. 

The anxiety that accompanies the 
last-minute qualifications may dissipate 
with Opening Ceremonies. But it is soon 
replaced with a different kind of energy 
in the Olympic Village, where so many 
elite athletes are wound up like springs, 
ready to take their shots at the history 
books. For some, the hype raises their 
performance to new levels; for others, it 
proves to be too great a distraction, and 
the almighty choke ensues. 

The human elements aren’t the only 
variables in an outdoor sport. The single 
biggest factor in results at this Winter 
Olympics may simply be the weather. 
Every major Japanese skiing competition 
in the years leading into these Games has 
been severely affected by the winter 
storm systems that chum around the is- 
lands. On any given day, it’s not unusual 
to have gale-force winds, torrential rain, 
snow flurries and brilliant sunshine. The 
one time I raced in Japan, in 1991, we 
were totally at the mercy of the weather. 
During the span of that two weeks, race 
organizers only managed to pull off two 
races, both in the same day. 

Again, at the 1993 World Champi- 
onships in Morioka-Shizukuishi, not one 
race was held on schedule and the men’s 
super G was weathered out. It was a sim- 
ilar story at Nagano’s pre-Olympic races 
last season. This can have a huge effect 
on the athletes and the results — espe- 
cially in the speed events, which in Japan 
are not known for being exceptionally 


long or difficult. With less to separate 
the skiers’ abilities, slight details and 
variations can make a huge difference at 
the finish line. Ski technicians spend 
weeks testing the fastest skis, waxes and 
preparations for the exact snow condi- 
tions projected for the planned start 
time. When weather delays occur, much 
of that information is rendered useless, 
which further scrambles the odds. 

To be sure, the American prospects 
on the alpine team appear lean. But any 
statements about the U.S. Ski Team, no 
matter how its results are coming into 
the event, will likely include this stan- 
dard disclaimer “Don’t count the Amer- 
icans out.” Even top European coaches, 
who do not regard the Americans as a se- 
rious skiing force, recognize the U.S. Ski 
Team as a viable wild card in any 
Olympic competition. 

Knowing what I do about Olympic 
history. I’m steering clear of predic- 
tions, but I am confident of a few 
things: Whatever the results, those of 
us watching the Games on TV will see 
too much figure skating, plenty of the 
Picabo Street story, and not enough of 
the other U.S. skiers, who will be gun- 
ning full throttle on race day — when 
the slate is clean. And the winners will 
need a lot of talent, a little luck, and, 
this year especially, some help from 
Mother Nature. 

One person who won’t be bothered 
by pre-race picks and pans is Tommy 
Moe, who was referred to as “no soaring 
success story” by Sports Illustrated just 
before winning two medals in Lilleham- 
mer. “The negative press got me fired up 
in ’94,” he recalls. Coming into Nagano, 
Moe has that ‘already-got-my-gold’ calm 
and a healthy attitude. “Every dog has his 
day, and it won’t devastate me if I don’t 
get a medal ” says Moe. “But I’d love an- 
other one — you’ve got to be greedy.” 

At least two things are obvious after 
1994: Have some faith in the home team, 
and smart money doesn’t place Five- 
Circle bets. ♦ 

SKI senior editor Edith Thys competed 
in the 1988 and 1992 Olympics. To see 
previous Racer eX columns, visit the 
Racer eX web page ( www.skinet.com). 


February 1998 ■ ski ■ 50 



http://www.snowbird.com 




Crystal 

mountain 

Silver Eagle 
Water Conservation 



Silver Eagle 
Community Outreach 




VERY STILL 


YOU CAN HEAR THE 
TREES BREATHE. 


snowbird 

Tne Skiing Company 1 r 

GOLDEN Golden Eagle Overall Environmental Excellence 

EAGLE 






Silver Eagle 
Area Design 


Times Mirror Corporation and The Skiing Company founded the Golden 
Eagle Awards Program in 1994 to emphasize the importance of preserving the 
environment within the ski industry. On behalf of the ski industry, Snowbird would like 
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Angel Fire is looking to grow up. That's good news for skiers. By Charlie Meyers 

Like so many forgotten hideaways 

FOLDED BENEATH THE BROODING SANGRE DE CRISTO MOUNTAINS 

OF NORTHERN NEW MEXICO, ANGEL FlRE 

HAD ITS BEGINNINGS AS A REFUGE FOR DESPERADOES, 
BANDITS AND OTHER RASCALS ON THE RUN. 

It was a resort that time, 

AND MUCH OF THE SKI WORLD, CONVENIENTLY IGNORED. 
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ANGEL FIRE 


O f all mankind’s curses, few can equal the 
enduring torment of unrealized potential. Nowhere is 
this more demonstrated than this pocket-sized resort 
perched on the eastern rim of the Sangre de Cristo 
mountains and, for so many long years, that brink of 
possibility. It teetered there in a maddening state of 
suspended animation, seemingly halted by some hex cast by a 
vengeful spirit from a neighboring Indian pueblo. 

Let’s begin in the mid-Sixties, when the resort’s founders 
pieced together a massive holding of 12,000 acres in the pic- 
turesque Merino Valley, just over the range from Taos. Amid 
considerable ceremony, they cleared a 2,000-vertical-foot 
liftline up a dandy little ski mountain in preparation for 
New Mexico’s only gondola. Then they began busily auctioning 
sites for ski homes and condos. 

Trouble was, nobody ever put together the money needed to 
actually buy and install the lift. That gash straight up the 
mountain remained empty for a 
dozen years, a glaring testament to 
the folly of land developers with big 
dreams, long arms and short pockets. 

Now, after three decades, new 
lifts, trails and attitudes are trans- 
forming a sorry, sometimes seamy 
story into radiant success. Angel Fire 
again has a fresh ownership, its sixth 
set at last count. Like their predeces- 
sors, the new guys, Tim Allen, 47, 
and Craig Martin, 42, business part- 
ners from Dallas, also plan to sell real 
estate. The difference is, they’ve 
shown an interest in the operation of 
the ski resort. They spent $4.5 mil- 
lion last year and $2.2 million this 
season — the initial steps in a promised $40 million improve- 
ment in the next decade. A robust $3.2 million went to install 
the Chile Express, the state’s first and only high-speed detach- 
able quad and, finally, something worthy of that original liftline. 

True to its name, this is one hot lift, climbing the 2,050 feet 
in nine minutes, 21 minutes faster than the previous trip on two 
lifts. Angel Fire trumpets the quad as the fastest lift in the land. 

“You can get windbum just riding it on a calm day,” jested 
Peter Gutman, chief operating officer who once held the same 
position at Breckenridge and now leads an Angel Fire manage- 
ment team that was forged from the formidable crucible of the 
Colorado ski industry. We were speeding up the Express on 
one of those gloriously tender New Mexico spring days beneath 
a sky the color of cornflowers, when the only risk to my skin 
was terminal sunburn. But I did notice a distinctive “swoosh” 
when empty chairs passed going downhill, something I’d never 

54 ■ ski ■ February 1998 


heard on a ski lift. Such imposing uphill capacity becomes an 
essential commodity now that Angel Fire’s celebrity has spread 
beyond the sands of New Mexico and skiers have begun to 
arrive from every direction — 170,000 last season and growing. 

What they find here is a tidy, tiny mountain with 400 
skiable acres and 62 trails, roughly the size of Colorado’s Arapa- 
hoe Basin. It offers terrain that suits its southwestern 
patronage: 33 percent beginner, 51 percent intermediate and 16 
percent advanced. On this warm, pliant day with moguls soft as 
marshmallows, that 16 percent was virtually deserted, a con- 
vincing referendum if I ever saw one. 

Still, Angel Fire is poised for the next leap forward, a bold 
expansion into upper intermediate and advanced terrain 
designed to extend both the physical boundary and the scope of 
the clientele. The first stage began this winter with the opening 
of four new upper intermediate and advanced runs in the Back 
Basin area that are accessed initially by guided snowcat tours. 

The resort also remodeled the base 
lodge and added a nordic center. 
When the backcountry expansion is 
completed, the present web of six 
lifts will have grown to 11, including 
a bookend high-speed quad on the 
back side of the mountain. 

Forty percent of the skiers, and a 
majority of property owners, hail 
from Texas, a product both of 
geography and the affluence of the 
Sixties and Seventies that sent 
oil-patch boomers scurrying after 
mountain real estate. The bust of the 
Eighties hit Angel Fire harder than 
most resorts, propelling a tailspin 
that endured nearly a decade. 

“If anyone had come through here with a dollar bill in those 
days, we’d have jumped on him,” said Guy Wood, a veteran 
newspaper publisher who left Colorado 13 years ago to 
purchase the weekly Sangre de Cristo Chronicle. The publisher 
explained how even the fine 139-room Angel Fire Resort Hotel 
(renamed this year, better known as Legends) became snared in 
both the oil crash and a savings-and-loan scheme in which 
some of the principals apparently disappeared into the 
night with bags of money. 

Wood, who has attended the metamorphosis of a dozen 
mountain towns, holds court from a comer office in the town of 
Angel Fire’s most prominent building. This low-slung adobe 
also houses a real estate office, a property management firm, a 
certified public accountant and the chamber of commerce — an 
obvious indication of the ascent of the resort. 

Continued on page 58 
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Open for anything. 

Are you? 


Amstel Light 

from Amsterdam. 


Amsterdam has never been 
famous for its skiing conditions. 
Which has led the citizens of this 
fine city to vigorously pursue other 
interests. Like making really good beer. 
Then drinking it. And now, lucky for you, 
they’re bringing their open-minded philosophy 
of good times to a ski area near 
you with the Amstel Light Lift 6 Summit 
Express party. There’s plenty of Amstel 
Light beer (you know, the imported light 
beer with the crisp, full-bodied taste). Plus lots of 
serious ski prizes and dancing to cool tunes with members of 
the opposite sex. in short, it’s the best apres-ski party this side 
of Amsterdam. So look for it, and enjoy an Amsterdam good 
time at an apres-ski hang-out near you. 


Ski with care, www.amstei.com 




Specialized 



The new 1998 Trooper. 


Worldwide 


Builders of 


Adventure 


Machines. 


z u 

Go farther. 


Copyrighted material 



800 726 2700 / www.xiu.zu.com 


The real “Spruce” and “Maple” and “Chestnut” should be just as familiar to you as the streets that are 
named after them. The thoughtfully refined Trooper will help you find them. Its new Torque-On-Demand' 
traction system senses varying road surfaces and swiftly and intelligently directs power to the appropriate 
axle: simply put, the Trooper thinks for you. With extensive improvements in functionality and a more 
powerful 215 horsepower engine, the new Trooper will take you out to see where your street got its name. 
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ONGEL FIRE 


Continued from page 54 

This is a place that resisted visitation for centuries and still 
has far more open space than development. The grid of 
buildings along the main street has a jack-o-lantem look to it, 
with far more gaps than teeth. You can buy the latest ski 
fashions in Angel Fire but not a pair of jeans. For such necessi- 
ties, along with arts and excitement, both residents and visitors 
take the winding 30-minute drive to Taos. Here, amid an 
effusion of adobe, they discover museums, galleries and shops 
that reverberate Indian culture and the soul of the Southwest, 
along with fine restaurants and nightlife — none of which can be 
found in Angel Fire. But that doesn’t sour this spunky resort, 
which refreshingly points visitors to the rival adult playground 
down the road. “We’re actively promoting our proximity to 
Taos. A visit there adds to the richness of the vacation experi- 
ence here,” says resort marketing director Kelley Davidson. 

O nce they’re here, in truth, 
accomplished skiers might 
welcome a midweek break 
from the relative sameness 
of slopes that, pleasant 
enough, don’t exactly rival 
the orbit of an adrenaline-pumping 
Jackson Hole. Angel Fire effectively 
spans two ski areas. A longer and 
slightly larger front side features a 
ganglia of blue and green trails, love- 
ly cruisers that twist and dip 
through a lush forest of spruce and 
aspen. The back side — where the re- 
sort ultimately will grow — has 
steeper runs and virtually all of the 
expert terrain. Here I found both ballrooms and bumps and, on 
this day, a Marimba beat pulsing from the lift shack, a tuneful 
reminder of the bicultural nature of the place. 

The two ski segments share a crest at 10,650 feet, a panoram- 
ic perfection overlooking the Merino Valley and, beyond, 
sculpted ridges ascending to 13,161-foot Wheeler Peak — New 
Mexico’s tallest. Planned for next season, a mountaintop 
restaurant that commands this stunning vista, another rung in 
Angel Fire’s climb to the heights. 

To understand why it took so long, a brief, passionate and, 
perhaps, prejudicial history of the place is in order. It comes 
through the eyes of three men who early on saw the rich promise 
of the place, and who stuck it out through thin and thinner. 

Following an increasingly beaten path down from Colorado, 
Chris Ashcraft came to Angel Fire 25 years ago to sell real estate 
and stayed to open Winter Sports, the resort’s leading ski shop. 
The place he discovered plainly was beyond the reach of the 


long arm of the law, “full of hippies and desperadoes, people 
who wanted to remain anonymous for one reason or another. 
No one ever found out what they had done, but you knew it was 
something and you’d be better off not asking.” 

Sporting a full head of wavy hair and a bushy mustache, 
Ashcraft, 51, remembers riding a bus for years on a muddy, 
tedious road to reach the back basin, a ticket office in a mobile 
home and a base lodge constructed of dented sheet metal. “Back 
then, we had seven bars and one church. Now we have seven 
churches and one bar. To me, that’s not necessarily progress.” 

So why did he stay? “I always knew this place had so much 
potential if the right people came along to run it,” he said. Be- 
sides, the wait wasn’t so bad. “The climate is a lot better here 
than any other place I have ever skied.” 

Bill Burgess arrived in 1966, left in 1982 for Jackson Hole and 
returned five years later because “I got tired of freezing my ass 
off.” He said the blessing of Angel 
Fire, and also its curse, is that 
“There’s too damn much land. It’s al- 
ways been a dirt peddler’s dream.” So 
why the confidence now? “Finally, 
these new guys have decided to oper- 
ate a ski resort,” he said. 

The early land rush was fueled by 
a massive zoning of homes into half- 
acre lots. More than 5,000 were sold, 
first on the premise that the ski area 
and companion golf course would be 
operated as a private club for home- 
owners. Under the fresh ownership, 
a new wave of land sales in a moun- 
tainside tract called The Aspens has 
taken a completely different tack, 
with exclusivity and luxury as its hallmarks. Five-acre lots sell 
for $51,000-$80,000 and 10-acre parcels cost $111,000-$140,000. 

“Every bad thing that ever happened here was because of 
real estate,” said ski school director Robin May, a former 
member of the Canadian Ski Team, who stuck it out at Angel 
Fire for 20 seasons — that possibility thing again. “Before, 
somebody would draw a plan on the wall so they could sell lots 
and make money. Now the plans mean something.” 

Part of this new optimism is due to the boost in snowmak- 
ing, now covering more than 55 percent of this southwestern 
mountain. But May recalled a time when blowing “snow” didn’t 
necessarily involve skiing. “That’s how we got such a great run- 
way,” he said of an 8,900-foot strip that can handle a Boeing 727 
and which the resort hopes to use soon for direct commercial 
flights. “Private planes would land, drop something and then 
take off, barely slowing down. You can imagine what it was.” 

Continued on page 1 2 3 
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AMSTBaWMED 

APRES-SKI 



Apres-ski is not a license 
for licentiousness. 


The Amsterdam brewers of Amstel Light have deliberately 
concocted an after-ski event designed to lure you into 
their dangerously open-minded ways. They call it the 
Amstel Light Lift 6 Summit Express. Which is a nice way 
of saying a bunch of decadent parties 
with members of the opposite sex drinking Amstel Light 
beer while engaging in social intercourse, contorting their 
bodies to loud music and winning titillating ski prizes. Do 
not let these parties corrupt the good, clean 
fun of winter with the “open for anything" 
attitudes of Amsterdam. All winter enthusiasts should resist 
Amstel Light’s seductive revelry. Always ski with care and go 




They will entice you 
fit with "the light beer with 
the crisp full-bodied taste" 
Resist. 


SS home immediately afterward. Thank you. 

apr&s-ski. 
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Jake rides an early big seller, the legendary 1980 Backhill board. 


Jake’s Manchester, Vt., barn and home — company HQ, early Eighties. 


Stratton was the first major ski area to allow snowboarders in 1983. 


The glamorous life of an early snowboard entrepreneur. 

Jake rode more than 100 days last season — about one day for 
each million dollars of sales his company did. 
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King Of The Hill 


In just two decades, Jake Burton has gone from snowboard 
inventor to traveling salesman to lobbyist to head of a 
multi-million-dollar corporation. Today, he is simply one of 
the most powerful people in snow sports. By Reade Bailey 



King Of The Hill 


J 


ake Burton will have mixed 
emotions when he watches 
snowboarding make its de- 
but at the Nagano Winter 
Games. The Olympics may 
give snowboarding the ulti- 
mate stamp of mainstream 
approval, but at what price? 
“I think the Olympics will be 
cool, and it will be a great op- 
portunity for the athletes,” 
says 43-year-old Burton, the 
snowboarding pioneer and owner of the sport’s most promi- 
nent company. “But it’s kind of like when I heard that Dan 
Quayle had gone snowboarding. I thought, ‘What have they 
done with my sport?’” 

His sport — the one that Burton virtually invented 20 years 
ago this winter when he first fashioned crude snowboards in a 
Vermont woodshop — has exploded. There are more than 8 mil- 
lion snowboarders worldwide, including some 4 million in the 
U.S. They’re expected to account for about 25 percent of ski- 
area visits this season in the U.S. 

Burton’s company. Burton Snowboards, dominates the in- 
dustry. Although the company doesn’t release sales figures, in- 
dustry observers estimate its annual sales at well over $150 mil- 
lion. About 500 employees work at Burton’s headquarters in 
Burlington, Vt., and in offices and factories around the world. 
Burton himself is currently starring in an American Express 
card TV commercial. 

All of which leads to a delicious musing: Perhaps the most 
powerful man in skiing is not even a skier. He’s a snowboarder. 

* * * * * * 


It’s 7:30 am at the Burton household in Vermont and, at first 
glance, chaos seems to rule. Seven-month-old Tim is in a high- 
chair, tossing pieces of his breakfast at the graying golden re- 
triever sleeping nearby. Three-year-old Taylor plays on the 
floor with a pile of toys. Seven-year-old George appears in the 
kitchen, groggy and rubbing sleep from his eyes. 

Jake bustles around the kitchen, making breakfast and chat- 
ting while keeping one eye on the kids and the other on the 
Weather Channel. Jake’s mental clock is also ticking — George 
has to be at school in nearby Stowe by 8:15 am. It’s a trip that 
takes precisely 5 minutes by car or 17 minutes by snowmobile. 

On this March day, Jake has opted to make the trip by 
snowmobile. While Jake brings the snowmobiles to the front 
door, Donna Burton and I bundle up George and Taylor in their 
snow gear. At exactly 7:58 am, we roar away, George riding on 
my machine and Taylor with Jake. Right on schedule. 

I followjake as we ride through woods along narrow, twist- 
ing trails. When we reach an open meadow, I pull up alongside 
Jake, who has stopped. “Go really fast across this field,” he says, 
with a big grin. I gradually give my snowmobile gas and we 
rocket across the meadow. “Faster!” screams little George, who 
has his arms wrapped tightly around my waist. “Faster!” All I 
can think is, “Oh my God, I’m going to kill Jake Burton’s son.” 


A few minutes later, we ride across a baseball diamond and 
deposit George — unharmed — in a schoolyard filled with chil- 
dren. Less than a minute later, the bell rings and the kids begin 
filing into the school. We made it, with time to spare. 

For Jake, business often imitates life. Burton Snowboards is 
an uncanny reflection of his being. On the surface, he and his 
company are casual, almost to the point of sloppiness. There’s 
Jake, with his shaggy hair and ubiquitous uniform of jeans and 
T-shirt. And the company’s Burlington headquarters is so laid- 
back that employees’ dogs are allowed to roam the building 
freely. But look beneath the veneer and you’ll find a buttoned- 
down, professional organization. And you’ll find an inspira- 
tional leader who started two decades ago with little more than 
a burning passion and wound up building a sport and — almost 
incidentally — a small personal fortune. 

“We always focused on the sport and everything else took 
care of itself,” says Jake. “In the early days, there were plenty of 
tough times when I felt like bailing out. But my love for the 
sport kept me going.” 

It is still the simple pleasure of sliding down a snow-covered 
mountain that drives him. “I’m riding more now than I ever 
have,” says Jake, who will snowboard about 100 days this sea- 
son. “I feel like I’ve gone full circle and gotten back to my roots 
as a rider. The last few years I’ve had reinvigorated passion.” 



Jake’s passion is the pure, unadulterated sort usually 
reserved for children — not for a man with graying temples and 
an industrial-strength bottle of ibuprofen within easy reach on 
the dashboard. His child-like qualities are enviable: a sense of 
adventure, spiced with optimism and self-confidence. 

“Jake is a 10 year old trapped in the body of a 43 year old,” 
says Dennis Jenson, Burton’s senior vice president. “He’s like a 
kid who’s living his ultimate dream. He’s the soul of this com- 
pany, the soul of snowboarding.” 

* * * * * * 

Right now, the soul of snowboarding looks more like your typi- 
cal dirt bag hitchhiker. Jake stands along the Stowe ski-area 
access road and sticks out his thumb. John “J.G.” Gerndt and I 
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If a tree falls on your car 
-- in the forest, 
does anyone hear it? 


>• 1997 General Motors COgS: 


Car hits tree. Or tree hits car. Airbags inflate. OnStar Center is alerted. Computer map 
pinpoints location. Advisor calls back, gets no answer. Advisor calls nearest emergency 
service provider. Yes, someone will hear you. 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Even if you 
can’t call, well hear you. We’ll hear you in other ways, too. If you're lost, well direct you. 
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If your car is stolen, we can track it. If you’re locked out, we can unlock. It’s a service called 
OnStar. It's available on nearly 2 million new GM vehicles. And it gives you more peace of 
mind. Because it’s a jungle out there. Even when it’s only a forest. 

Call 1 -888-ONSTAR-7 or visit our website at www.onstar.com. 
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Kino Of The Bill 


hide in the trees because a car is more likely to pick up one per' 
son. Sure enough, within a couple of moments, a car pulls over 
and Jake hops in. 

Jake is hitchhiking back up to Stowe — and then returning 
with his Suburban — because the three of us have just snow- 
boarded down a backcountry trail that deposited us on the ac- 
cess road, miles away from the ski area. We’re drenched in 
sweat (at least I am) after alternately skating and hiking the fi- 
nal leg of the trip. The first few thousand feet of vertical, when 
we sliced through a half-foot of fresh snow in the trees, made 
the adventure worth it. 

This day has been both epic and a blur. I’ve been trying to 
stay on the heels of Jake, who is incredibly quick from edge to 
edge, and J.G., Burton’s testing coordinator, who rides 180 days 
a year. We ride through the tight glades on the front side of 
Stowe, darting through tiny openings. My heart is in my 
throat — but my faith is in Jake — as I fight to keep up. 

Snow is falling heavily as we flash through the trees on run 
after run. Jake knows every chute, every line. He also seems to 
know just about everyone on the mountain, or at least they 
know him. “Hey Jake, how’s it going?” they ask. He always re- 
sponds with a friendly greeting, though usually without attach- 
ing a name. “For a while I used to think I had Alzheimer’s or 
something because I couldn’t remember people’s names,” he 
confides. “But then I realized that a lot more people know who 
I am than 1 know who they are.” 

In addition to J.G., we see about a dozen other Burton em- 
ployees on the hill, even though it’s a Friday. “As long as they 
get their work done, 1 don’t care how much they ride,” says 
Jake, who buys all of his employees Stowe season passes. “I love 
being on the hill and seeing my employees. No one has ever lost 
his job because he rode too much.” 

The conditions keep getting better as the snow piles up. 
Even after the express quad has closed because of high winds, 
Jake and I ride the slower double chair and keep making laps. 
Then, as the day winds down, 1 find myself literally in his 


Proud papa. From garage pipe dream to lord of boards, 
Jake sits before various incarnations of Burton boards. 


shoes — or at least in his snowboard boots. Jake wants me to try 
his board and binding setup. So I slip on his still-warm Burton 
boots and he squeezes into my K2 Clicker-compatible Yeti 
boots. Then he gets down on his knees and uses a screwdriver 
to adjust our bindings. 

When Jake compliments my riding, I feel blessed. And 
maybe it’s corny, but whenever I’m snowboarding during the 
rest of the season, I think of Jake in my equipment and it in- 
spires me to ride better. 

+ ^ ^ iii 
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As a child growing up in Cedarhurst, N.Y., a small Long Island 
town near JFK Airport, there was little to indicate that Jake 
Burton Carpenter would go on to inspire millions of people. 
(He dropped the name Carpenter in the Eighties to avoid con- 
fusion in business.) Jake spent summer days boogie boarding in 
the ocean and winter weekends skiing at Bromley, Vt. 

His teenage years, however, were marred by tragedy. Jake’s 
older brother, George, was killed in Vietnam when Jake was 12, 
and their mother, Katherine, died of leukemia five years later. 
“The losses forced me to become very independent and have an 
ability to persevere,” says Jake. He was also booted from a pri- 
vate school after being caught with all-access keys handed 
down by an upperclassman. But Jake settled down at a second 
private school in Cornwall, Conn., began earning good grades 
and became the school’s top ski racer. 

In the late Sixties, when he was 14, Jake bought a Snurfer 
and unknowingly began a course that would change the future 
of winter sports. The Snurfer, which had been invented in the 
mid-Sixties by Michigan businessman Sherman Poppen, was 
little more than a fat wooden ski. Young Jake grabbed the reins 
(a rope tied to the Snurfer’s nose) and just tried to hang on. “I 
always had an affinity for the Snurfer,” remembers Jake. “It was 
a toy, but it was always edgy — sort of a little cult thing. My 
friends and I always talked about how someone should make a 
better Snurfer. I knew there was an opportunity there.” 

That “opportunity” lingered in the back of Jake’s mind as he 
meandered through college in Colorado and New York, 
eventually earning a degree in economics from New York Uni- 
versity. After just a year of working for a business brokerage 
firm on Park Avenue, Jake headed to Stratton, Vt., in December 





At the core of it, Jake has a simple philosophy: “We always 
focused on the sport and everything else took care of itself.” 


of 1977 with a small inheritance and a vague plan to make and 
sell a better Snurfer. “No one could understand what I wanted 
to do,” remembers Jake. “They thought it was suicidal.” 

At night, Jake tended bar at the Birkenhaus. By day, he cob- 
bled together snowboards in the woodshop of Emo Henrich, 
owner of the Birkenhaus and Stratton’s ski school director. “I 
had been a loser in high school shop class,” says Jake. “But I had 
no choice other than to do things myself. I tried everything — 
solid ash, marine plywood, fiberglass — and made 100 board 
prototypes that first winter. It was trial and error.” 

By fall of 1978, he had hit on a successful recipe (horizontal' 
ly laminated wood) and made 300 boards. They sold for $88 
each. “A perfect complement or alternative to a sled” was how 
the company’s simple black-and-white brochure described 
them. “I was a traveling salesman,” says Jake. “I’d load up 
boards in a station wagon and drive around the East Coast.” 
The next year, he produced and sold 700 boards. 

In 1980, he and his future wife, Donna, bought a house and 
barn near Manchester, Vt. “The bam was the factory and the 
business consumed the whole house,” remembers Jake. “We 
had a toll-free number that rang in our bedroom and kids in 
California would call at 2 am our time. It was a zoo.” As the 
company grew, the operation moved into a larger building in 
1985 and then eventually to Burlington in 1992. 

“In the early days, we didn’t even have a name for the 
sport — we called it snow surfing,” says Jake. “None of the ski 
areas would allow us on, and I thought it was more of a back 
hill kind of thing anyway. Riding at ski areas wasn’t my idea. It 
was the kids working for me who started hiking up Bromley in 
the middle of the night.” 

In 1983, Stratton became the first major area to allow snow- 
boarders. “I felt like I had my hands in the cookie jar riding at 
Stratton fot the first time,” remembers Jake. “I didn’t want to 
screw it up.” Over the next decade, Jake and his company in- 
vested considerable time and money lobbying ski areas. “First 
there was the big battle to get in — I remember being kicked off 
of Killington and feeling like a second-class citizen,” says Jake. 
“Then we had the battle over behavioral issues with teenage 


snowboarders. We had to educate the areas and the public 
about snowboarding.” 

One by one. Burton convinced ski areas to allow snow- 
boarding. Paul Alden, who worked at Burton from 1984 to 
1990, remembers traveling to more than 300 resorts around the 
world during one three-year stretch. “We would do a demon- 
stration for the management at every resort,” says Alden, now 
the category manager for Airwalk snowboards. “Jake spent 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to put this sport on the map.” 
The sport — and Burton Snowboards — kept growing. Grad- 
ually at first and then explosively. Burton opened offices in 
Japan and Europe during the mid -Eighties, introducing the 
sport to the world. When they opened the office in Austria, 
Jake and Donna immersed themselves in intensive German- 
language instruction and then lived in Austria for six months, 
working to open the European market. 

Others in the snowboard industry thought Jake was “nuts 
for going to Europe,” remembers Brad Steward, project manag- 
er for Salomon snowboards. “I was working at Sims snow- 
boards at the time, and when Jake moved to Europe, it was in- 
conceivable to us,” says Steward. “But we were looking at 
snowboarding as a regional thing. Jake was looking at the 
much bigger picture. He’s always had vision.” 

Steward isn’t jealous of the success that Jake and Burton 
have enjoyed, but some in the ski and snowboard industry are. 
Burton senior VP Jenson says that’s natural. “It’s human nature 
for people to be jealous of us being No. 1,” he explains. “Yeah, 
we’ve pissed some people off along the way. But we’ve always 
tried to be honest and treat people fairly.” 

Jake has been known to take swipes at the skiing establish- 
ment and calls the few resorts that still don’t allow snow- 
boarding “close-minded in the worst sense of the word.” But 
he has mellowed. “I don’t like ski equipment or the sensation,” 
he says. “But I do respect skiing and great skiers.” 

Perhaps some of that mellowness has also affected his per- 
sonal relationships. Alden, who admits that his relationship 
with Jake was “strained” by the time he left Burton in 1990, 
says they have both matured and since resolved their differ- 
ences. “Jake is brilliant and he’s single-minded about snow- 
boarding,” says Alden. “I think sometimes he comes across as 
aloof, but that’s really just his intensity.” 

* * * * * * 

urton’s headquarters is in a 
nondescript one-story in- 
dustrial building on the out- 
skirts of Burlington. Except 
for the half-dozen old lift 
towers that decorate the 
parking lot, nothing from 
the outside suggests that 
this is the nerve center of the 
snowboard industry. But 
walk through the front door 
and you start to understand 
why as many as 100 snow- 
Continued on page 126 
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Sonata local Ed tones is a 
Washington Street fixture. 
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Right: Gold Country towns 
offer subtle reminders of 
frontier justice. 
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California’s gold country ski 
areas share in the qqer 
history of boom and Dust. 
By Andrew E. Slough 


T he snow came first. Nine feet in three 
days buried California’s Central Sierra 
ski resorts. The huge December storm 
answered the prayers of Northern California 
skiers for a long, deep season. I was within 
hours of departing on a four day trip to Dodge 
Ridge and Bear Valley when the pendulum 
swung back. Temperatures rose and the heavy 
snow turned to rain. The first gentle sprinkle 
quickly intensified to a deluge then a torrent 
until even the glib weather people ran out of synonyms and 
simply gestured toward the dark green radar blobs that 
hung over San Francisco, Tracy, Modesto and the other 
sign posts on the way to the Sierra ski resorts. 

Few welcomed the storm front that drowned Central 
California last January. Not the vintners who saw their 
vines disappear when the Stanislaus and San Joaquin 
Rivers surged over thousands of acres of farmland, and cer- 
tainly not the ski-resort owners who, after opening on the 
best snowpack in decades, watched the equatorial rains cut 
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rivulets in their manicured white slopes. 

Only the placer miners rejoiced. They alone 
realized that the torrent resembled a huge hy- 
draulic hose turned on the Mother Lode’s 
gold-bearing gravels. January’s raging streams 
sent tons of nuggets tumbling downstream, 
turning the bedrock cracks in the Stanislaus, 
Tuolumne, American and Sacramento Rivers 
into sparkling golden ribbons. 

January 24, 1998 marks the 150rh anniver- 
sary of James Marshall’s discovery of gold near the town of 
Coloma, Calif. Geologists estimate that in the 50 years fol- 
lowing the 1849 rush, 125 million ounces ($50 billion in 
1997 dollars) were dug from the earth. And that figure only 
represents a scant 15 percent of the Mother Lode’s recover- 
able treasure. With roughly $283 billion yet to be un- 
earthed, it’s no surprise that the original gold rush never 
died. Modern ’49ers have simply traded the privation of 
the gold camps for a house in the suburbs, a job in Silicon 
Valley and a new four-wheel pickup truck to haul the nec 
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Skiing the mother lode 


essary hydraulic dredges, sluice boxes, and gold pans to the 
Sierra foothills. 

So how does skiing factor into California’s gold country? 
California State Highway 49 — named after the Gold Rush — 
passes over the ancient 200-mile river bed known as the Mother 
Lode. It is also the artery that feeds the tributary roads to Dodge 
Ridge, Bear Valley and a dozen other ski areas. Fixed like bright 
nuggets among the High Sierra’s granite peaks. Dodge and Bear 
sit within three and a half hours of the San Francisco Bay Area. 

While in high school in Palo Alto, I learned to ski at Dodge 
in the early Sixties. My grandfather Harry Johnson, bom in the 
1890s, was a gold miner who spent all of his youth and much of 
his adult life working the streams and mines around Sonora and 
San Andreas. But, as a teenager, I was more interested in skiing 
than in the gold country. With the Gold Rush’s 150th anniver- 
sary rapidly approaching. Dodge, Bear and the surrounding 
Mother Lode seemed like a fine place to start searching for both 
a personal and an alpine link to California’s halcyon past. 

To reach the Central Sierra resorts from San Francisco, you 
drive through Jamestown, Sonora, Arnold, Angels Camp and 
Murphy — all once rip-roaring gold camps that still exude Cali- 
fornia’s mining past. I based myself in Sonora, in the heart of 
California’s gold country. 

Dodge Ridge is located at Pinecrest, 40 minutes above Sono- 
ra on Highway 108. During the first week of January 1997, the 
rains turned to snow and, keeping with the tradition of boom 



Dodge Ridge receives 400 inches of snow annually. 


and bust. Dodge was again blessed with midwinter conditions. 

In the 35 years since I first rode a school bus to Dodge Ridge, 
the resort, built in 1951, has changed just enough to maintain its 
strong appeal to Bay Area and Central Valley families. Most of 
the existing structures were built in the Sixties, and Dodge 
looks and feels much as it did then. Skiers still stay in private 
cabins or the old motels that mark the drive up from Sonora. 
The Prospector Triple opened new expert terrain and a skier 
services building replaced the weathered lodge that used to sit 
across the parking lot. But my memories are unchanged. 

I doubt I’ll ever forget my first day on skis. In my case it hap- 
pened to be on a rented pair of 210 Hart Standards. I was young, 
dumb and gullible. “Sure these fit you fine,” a salesman said, 
watching me stretch to touch the shovel with my wrist. Sub- 
scribing to the philosophy of “Sometimes wrong, but never un- 
sure,” I pointed those big guns down Motherlode’s gentle face 
and hung on across the flats. Despite the fact that I had no idea 
how to turn, I was doing pretty well until I let those runaway 
Harts ski me into the creek that still skirts the parking lot. 

Today, Dodge’s 550 skiable acres are 20 percent beginner, 60 
percent intermediate and 20 percent advanced terrain. New for 
this season are 265 acres of advanced cat skiing. Runs named 
Mine Shaft, Gold Nugget and Flume, and fixed-grip double and 
triple chairs named Motherlode and Gold Rush evoke 
Tuolumne County’s past. On this trip back, I am drawn to ski 
runs that once made me catatonic with fear. 

Dodge’s face is still steep but not invincible. I tuck down the 
Flume’s empty fall line and dice Powder Keg, Elevator Shaft and 
Separator. It’s midmoming when I skate away from the 
Prospector triple and point my skis down Quicksilver, beyond 
which Yosemite’s high peaks break the southern horizon. 

M y grandfather Harry knew all about Quicksilver. In 
fact. I’m surprised he wasn’t poisoned by the liquid 
mercury he used to retort the small golden bars.he hid 
in his basement. Feeling my skis bite through the cold morning 
corduroy, I remember I was 5 years old when Harry first 
showed me his gold. 

For a kid, my grandfather’s workshop was a place of rare 
wonder. Hidden among a thousand kinds of screws, bolts, 
wrenches and electric motors, he had squirreled away medicine 
vials and Prince Albert Tobacco cans full of gold nuggets, gold 
dust and gold-flecked ore. Dredged from river beds and picked 
out of hard rock, some of Harry’s nuggets were bigger than the 
gnarled left thumb he nearly cut off on the table saw. I often 
wonder if, among his wrinkled papers, he left a map detailing 
where he unearthed them. 

For that reason I kick myself for not taking notes when my 
grandfather told stories about his life in Sonora and Jamestown. 
To me, those towns amounted to little more than a line of wood 
store fronts and a few stone-walled, steel-shuttered remnants 
straddling the road to Dodge. I was always too eager to reach 
the slopes to stop. Now I regret not paying attention to these 
weathered foothill towns. 

In Sonora, I walk along Washington Street through the 
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Bear Valley’s base lodge sits in the middle of the mountain, above the area’s most advanced terrain. 


downtown business district. Known as the “Queen of the 
Southern Mines” in 1849, Sonora had a reputation as the Sierra’s 
richest and wildest mining camp. Unlike the colorful fandangos 
and gambling houses that characterized Sonora’s early years, 
now during the winter the town moves to a quiet, off-season 
pace. Sonora’s commercial center is marked by an authentic 
two-lane business district and buildings that date back to the 
late 19th century, including the red St. James Episcopal Church 
that dominates the north end of town. 

Victorian houses grace the surrounding hills, and there is a 
wealth of gold-rush lore at the Tuolumne County Museum and 
History Center in the old jail on Bradford Avenue. Continuing 
along Sonora’s Washington Street, I wonder how this city has 
changed since Harry worked the mines. Sonora still attracts sur- 
vivors like my grandfather, who appear to have stepped forward 
150 years. Ed Jones gamely poses for my camera. 

Keeping his cigar clamped firmly in place as he 
sits down on a downtown bench, the weathered 
local admits he once worked as a cowboy, did a 
little rodeoing and construction. Half a block lat- 
er I meet “Sierra Dan,” a certified reflexologist, 
numerologist, singer and spell-binder who, after 
asking my birthday, describes me to a T. 

The following morning, I retrace Highway 49 
from Sonora back to Angels Camp, where I pick 
up Highway 4 to Bear Valley. Though I am eager 
to ski Bear, I can’t ignore Columbia, which was 
one of the richest camps in the Southern Mother 
Lode. Now a state park filled with antique, book 
and dry-goods shops, Columbia once consisted of 
one school, two fire companies, three churches 


and 159 gambling dens. A dangerous combination of kerosene 
lamps and wooden structures periodically razed Columbia, but 
after each holocaust, the miners would mine the burned founda- 
tions then proceed to rebuild with stone walls and steel shut- 
ters. About the time the town was fire proofed, the earth’s rich- 
es played out and the miners moved on, leaving its fascinating 
history preserved in brick walls and rusting machinery. 

L eaving Columbia behind, I follow Highway 4 from Angels 
Camp through Murphy and Arnold to Bear Valley. 
Twenty-five years have passed since my last midnight 
drive to Bear on an unplowed road and I am curious to discover 
how the resort has changed. In the late Sixties, around the time I 
bought my first pair of Head Masters, Bear Valley ran a Club 
Med ad showing a curvaceous blond decorously covered by a 

pine bow that invited the public to “Ski Bear.” The pho- 
to was later turned into a poster that made every boy 
who caught a glimpse of it (myself included) lust after 
this Sierra ski resort. 

On this. Bear’s 30th anniversary, the area boasts 
1,900 vertical feet and 1,280 skiable acres serviced by 
nine chairs. In addition to the terrain, families are 
attracted to Bear’s $35 adult day pass and $13 (7-12) 
child’s pass. Forty percent of the terrain is rated inter- 
mediate with some of the best turns found on West- 
world, Big John and Shady Grove off the Pooh Bear 
Chair. Snowboarding has also taken the resort by 
storm, and the woods along the runs are filled with 
young boarders flying off kickers, drops and berms. 

Riding the Bear Chair to the resort’s 8,500-foot 
summit, I turn down the ridge to the black-diamond 


wm 

VISIT WORLD FAMOUS 

JIMTOWN 1849 
GOLD MINING CAMP 

(a Minnies from Here) 

SEE 

ftcolbill Mark 7 wall)'* Cabin 
l.ooy Toni* Rocker floxe* 
Flume* OW Tent* l8190utbouae 
■MoUt'TIn Donkey Duck* 
Cbtckcu* "Aprir 7bc Goal 
Sludebaker Wbeel narrow* 



— - INQI I8f. INSIDE-. 

GOLD PROSPECTWG EXPEDITJOIS | 

209-984-48S3 


PHOTOGRAPH (LEFT) ROB BOSSI (TOP) TIM BOTTOMLEY (BOTTOM) ANDREW E. SLOUCH 


material 


Skiing the mother lode 


Porridge Bowl. In the past, this open bowl scared the hell out of 
me. Even though a series of Pacific storms, warm days and cold 
nights have glazed the face, from a distance of a quarter century. 
Porridge Bowl is no longer intimidating. I’m about to start 
downhill when a voice asks, “So, how steep is that?” 

It sounds like a question I might have once asked and I look 
uphill to see a young man gingerly sidestepping down to peer 
over the edge. Jeff Blankenship’s friends insisted Porridge Bowl 
was a piece of cake, but Jeff hasn’t skied in eight years, and 
this is a dicey place to explore the relationship between steep 
faces, hard snow and shaped skis. With a little coaching from 
me, he’s able to traverse down the face into the bowl where 
he rejoins friends. 

I later learn that Blankenship lives in San Jose, is a ski tuner 
at Any Mountain ski shop and came to Bear to celebrate his 
girlfriend’s birthday. “That’s the steepest thing I’ve skied,” he 
admits, breathing a sigh of relief. And watching him gingerly 
work his way downhill, I suddenly remember how steeps used 
to terrify me, how my tips would unexpectedly seek the fall 
line, the wind would jump in my face and the speed would soar 
far beyond what was safe for men and boys. Over the years I’ve 
blanked out how these unintentional high-speed schusses end- 
ed but now when I feel the edge bite and the ski come around, I 
realize that I’m beginning to get it right. 

M y grandfather once told me he didn’t trust putting his 
nuggets in a bank. In 1960, it was illegal to own gold. If 
the government didn’t confiscate it outright, it would 
pay you a pittance. Harry figured his nuggets were worth more 
than that in memories alone. Oddly, Harry valued an old 50- 
gallon steel barrel more than his nuggets. Stored in a corner of 
his backyard and filled to the top with what looked like black 
sand, Harry said the barrel contained his washings — gold dust 
you couldn’t suck up with the finest snifter bottle. He said he 
was waiting for the price of gold to rise or the price of quicksil- 
ver to drop before he worked the gold out. 

Harry never had the chance to tell me what he planned to do 
with his sudden fortune. He died the year before the price of 
gold rose, and my mom, aunt and uncle sold the old house. I 
was living in Sun Valley, Idaho, then and was a month late stak- 
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ing a claim to that old barrel. While cleaning up the backyard, a 
couple of laborers hauled it to the landfill. 

I can’t do much about the loss of Harry’s washings. It makes 
a good story, and I’ve almost convinced myself that the black 
sand was worthless. I also don’t regret learning to ski at Dodge 
or Bear Valley. Those first turns have taken me around the 
world and those experiences are now more priceless than a 
dozen barrels of twinkling black sand. 

And if I were to find a map to Harry’s claim folded into a 
rusty Prince Albert can? I’d have to think about it. If the loss of 
the barrel taught me anything, it was gold fever consists of 
equal parts wild optimism and vast disappointment. ♦ 


Nuggets 

Resort Facts Dodge Ridge Base Elevation: 6.600 feet Vertical Drop: 
1 .600 feet. Seven lifts and 550 skiable acres. Dodge has no frills and no 
snowmaking, but it caters to families with a friendly atmosphere and a 
SKIwee program. (209) 965-3474. Bear Valley Base Elevation: 6.600 feet 
Vertical Drop: 1 .900 feet Eleven lifts and 1 .280 skiable acres, plus 65 km 
of cross-country trails. (209) 753-230 1 . www.bearvalley.com. 

Where to &rAY Closest to the resorts are the Strawberry Inn (800) 
965-3662 and the Pinecrest Lake Resort (209) 965-341 1. Both are five 
miles from Dodge Ridge. Bear Valley Village is four miles from the 
slopes and offers a variety of lodging, dining and recreation options. 
Where To Go Highway 49 is an easy drive from the San Francisco Bay 
Area and Sacramento. For the scenic, historic tour, drive the stretch be- 


tween Placerville in the north and Angels Camp in the south. 

When To Go Besides the skiing, one advantage to visiting gold country 
in ski season is the lack of crowds. Along Highway 49. roads and hotels 
that are jammed with tourists in the summer are empty in winter. And 
even when the snow is deep on the ski runs, the air is warm in the his- 
toric foothill towns. The ski season at Dodge runs December through 
March; for Bear. mid-November through mid-April. 

Who To Call For more information on attractions and accommoda- 
tions. contact the Tuolumne Visitors Bureau (800) 446-1333 or the 
Calaveras Lodging and Visitors Association (800) 227-3764. 

For more information on California Gold Discovery Sesquicentennial 
events, contact CALIFORNIA 150. (916) 653-81 14. 
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SAFETY MARRIES PERFORMANCE. 
THEY ELOPE. 


Are these two suited 
for each other? Do 
opposites attract? 

Put yourself on a 
freeway ramp with a 
semi bearing down. 
Hit the gas and the 
turbo makes a strong 
argument for this 
union. Now imagine 
you’re in a hairpin 


turn. Feel the 900 SE 
clench the road? 

Sure you do. Because 
gravity is centered 
at your hips, where 
you sense lateral 
motion. Performance 
and safety, as always, 
hand in hand. 
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Olympic 

Dreams 

XVill Winter Games ♦ Nagano, Japan ♦ February 7-22, 1998 





I n our 30'page Olympic special section, we guide 
you through the streets of Nagano, give you a 
glimpse into the lives of some of skiing’s fa' 
vorites and take you for a ride down Olympic 
memory lane. For our lead story. Contributing 
Editor Ken Castle returned to Nagano. In “One Night In 
Nagano,” he chronicles the evolution of the Olympic host city 
from sleepy hamlet to booming metropolis. Also for this is' 
sue, Susan Reifer spent time on the hill with the U.S. 
women’s mogul squad in Mt. Hood, Ore. In her article “Triple 


Threat,” Reifer describes the winning chemistry that makes 
this ski team one of the best in history. Hank McKee profiles 
Bernhard Knauss and reveals one of the Games’ most heart' 
warming tales. And, in honor of Olympic tradition, we offer a 
few historical pieces, including a retrospective of uniforms 
through the years — tracking their progression from stylish 
streetwear adaptations to high-tech suits. Finally, recogniz- 
ing that the Olympics are about much more than winning 
medals. Senior Editor Edith Thys recalls the highlights of U.S. 
athletes through the ages in “More Than Medals.” 


I 
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One Night 
In Nagano 


By Ken 

I t’s 9 pm, and the night people are on the prowl 
in Nagano City. Blue-suited salarymen, their 
ties askew and their faces flushed from too 
many rounds of sake, stagger along the dimly lit 
alleyways that branch off from the business district. 
Punctual and respectful by day, the worker 
bees have morphed into loud and obnox- 
ious drunks. In Japan, intoxication is 
not only socially acceptable, but is 
considered a male-bonding and 
team-building ritual. There’s no 
denying that a dazed stupor 
leaves everyone on more or less 
equal, if shaky, footing. 

Outside the Hotel New 
Nagano, young women in 
miniskirts and platform boots 
mill about, teenage boys with 
cropped, brightly dyed hair ride 
skateboards and gray-haired execu- 
tives flirt with their mistresses — in other 
words, a typical weeknight crowd. 

Come evening, Japanese men shed their diligent 
image and pursue their fantasy of choice. And they 
have plenty of fantasies. You can gain quick insight by 
flipping through the cheesy adult comic books, manga, 
that commuters devour on long train rides. Loaded 
with graphic sex and gratuitous violence, these rags 
make Hustler seem like “Alice in Wonderland.” Take 
one Japanese workaholic, mix in a little manga and 
some booze, and you’re in for a wild evening. 

Throughout after-hours Japan, just about anything 
goes. Until the stroke of midnight, that is, when all 
dalliance ends and the last trains leave for home. 


Castle 

Minutes before the witching hour, hordes of inebriat- 
ed working stiffs pour out of the bars and brothels and 
make a frenzied dash to the station, lurching and 
stumbling like the whacked-out corpses from Michael 
Jackson’s “Thriller” video. 

I first visited Nagano eight years ago when it 
was a sleepy city of 360,000 with a relaxed 
lifestyle. Other than the Zenkoji Tem- 
ple, one of Japan’s oldest and most 
revered Buddhist shrines, there 
wasn’t much in the way of at- 
tractions. Nagano was a place 

you hurried through on the way 

to the ski areas and hot-springs 
resorts in the surrounding 
mountains. At that time, the 
idea of hosting a Winter 
Olympics was just a gleam in the 
eyes of local politicos and boosters. 
Now, billions of yen later, Nagano 
is poised to leap onto the world stage. The 
city has been, for good and bad, dramatically trans- 
formed. Nagano has turned into a metropolis. In the 
wink of a year, its quaint, ramshackle rail station has 
become a bustling, modernistic superstructure that 
began welcoming bullet trains from Tokyo in October. 
Instead of taking three hours to get here from Japan’s 
largest city, the ride time has been slashed to 79 min- 
utes. And, in an effort to bridge ties to contemporary 
Japan, Nagano’s skyline is now punctuated by new ice 
palaces, modem hotels and office buildings. 

Despite a flurry of road construction, most of the 
streets are still narrow, twisting ribbons choked with 
traffic during rush hour. The Nagano Olympic Orga- 
Continued on page 102 
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Clockwise from top left: 

A snow-capped souvenir; 
Buddhist devotees kneel, in 
hope of a priest’s blessing; 
night owls take heed — many 
bars and clubs are Yakuza- 
run — those not run by the 
Yakuza ’’mafia" say so; 
Nagano’s pre-Olympic flame; 
the new shinkansen (bullet 
train) from Tokyo to Nagano 
whisks visitors to the Olympic 
city in 79 minutes; the revital- 
ized Nagano Station; if you’re 
on the go, grab some fast- 
food — Japanese-style. 









Triple 

Threat 

By Susan Reifer 



onna Weinbrecht, the world’s winningest 
| mogul skier, makes laps with rookie Jillian 
Vogtli, popping off jumps and trying to 
master Coach Cooper “Coop” Schell’s new method for 
getting more time in the air. Liz McIntyre, the 1994 
Olympic silver medalist, sails through the 
bumps, easing back into action after com- 
plicated knee surgery earlier in the 
summer. Three-time national 
champion Ann Battelle hammers 
out laps with Jonny Moseley 
and the guys, throwing big 
clean doubles and triples off 
every air. 

It’s the height of summer on 
Mt. Hood’s Palmer Snowfield in 
Oregon. With the Nagano 
Olympics six months away, the 
women and men of the U.S. Freestyle 
Ski Team train under the watchful eyes 
of moguls head coach Jeff Good and techni- 
cal coach Schell. At the heart of the U.S. women’s 
mogul team stands a long-dominating threesome — 
Donna Weinbrecht, Liz McIntyre and Ann Battelle. 

Weinbrecht, the golden girl from New Jersey, is an 
11-year veteran with one of the most impressive records 
in 20th century sports: 46 World Cup victories, five 
World Cup season championships, seven U.S. National 
championships and an Olympic gold. At 32, she is a 
phenom, a force of nature, the premiere player in her 
world. “It’s almost like having Michael Jordan on your 
team,” says Coach Good. 

McIntyre has been on the squad since 1985, 
although she has twice taken sabbaticals from compe- 


McIntyre is the 
thinker, Donna 
Weinbrecht Is the feeler, 
Ann Battelle Is the physical 
one. Together they form the 
most successful bump 
team in the history of 
the sport. 


tition. She won three World Cups and finished in the 
top five in 20 more. She placed second in U.S. Nationals 
six times. In 1994, she won a silver medal at 
Lillehammer. Also 32, she has come back from her 
fourth knee surgery, guided by the force of her power- 
ful mind, to give Olympic glory one more try. 

Battelle, who is unknown to most 
Americans, has spent seven years on 
bk the Team and the World Cup tour. 
A frequent top 10 finisher. Bat- 
telle, 30, hit a career high last 
year when she won the final 
World Cup of the 1996-97 sea- 
son. She is a three-time Nation- 
al Champion and has defeated 
both McIntyre and Weinbrecht. 
Despite the three veterans’ 
close rivalry, they share a remark- 
able camaraderie. Whether elbowing 
for space in the kitchen of their shared 
home, shopping on their day off or training 
on the hill, they treat each other as good friends would. 
They laugh, joke and call each other by nickname. 

Weinbrecht, McIntyre and Battelle all competed in 
the Albertville and Lillehammer Games. Each spent the 
past four years dreaming of the last big taiget: Nagano 
in ’98. They aren’t the only ones with their eyes on 
Japan. Their combined athletic achievements — espe- 
cially the Olympic medals in ’92 and ’94 — have inspired 
a new generation of bump-loving American girls. Sud- 
denly young women such as USST rookies Jillian Vogtli, 
Brooke Ballachey and Hannah Hardaway are impatient 
for their own taste of Olympic glory. 

The women of the U.S. mogul team rarely discuss 
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how much is riding on this Olympic season. They hardly 
need to. This is the third and probably final Olympics for 
the three veterans, and they have different reasons for giving it 
their all. Each of them wants what every athlete wants — to leave 
at the top of her game. 

On the Palmer Snowfield, Weinbrecht watches as 24-year- 
old Vogtli snakes through three bumps in the training lane and 
launches a jump. With her compact frame, golden tresses and 
raw talent, the rookie can easily be mistaken for the champ. 
“There’s an awful lot of long blonde hair on the mogul tour these 
days,” says Weinbrecht with a smile. “That’s why I don’t do the 
ponytail anymore when I compete. I pin my hair up now. It’s the 
older lady look.” 

Before taking her turn, Weinbrecht gazes distractedly at a 
cloud. “That looks like God touching the hand of Adam,” she 
says to no one in particular. A nearby teammate squirms, but the 
moment helps Weinbrecht slip into the “Donna Zone.” “I’m very 
intuitive,” says Weinbrecht, “and I search for feel. I really like to 
simplify things. Give it some thought but search for feel. It’s like 
a subconscious effort versus a conscious one.” 


welcoming. And she’s so open. She’s great.” 

Vogtli grew up skiing bumps at New York’s Holiday 
Valley. In one season, she won Nor Ams, competed on the 1997 
North American World Cup circuit, finishing 8th at Lake Placid 
and Breckenridge and, in February 1997, found herself on an air' 
plane with her heroes, heading to the World Championships in 
Nagano, Japan. It was, said Vogtli, a daunting leap. “All those 
years of competing regionally, holding people on pedestals, and 
suddenly I’m there with them. They’re all very supportive. 
They’ve treated me as their equal. It’s been a big relief.” 

Nearby, 1994 silver medalist McIntyre flashes through a line 
of bumps. Coach Good looks on, his bearded face shielded from 
the sun by a brightly colored, floppy kids’ hat pilfered from his 
toddler son. McIntyre pauses to confer with Good about her arm 
position, then ripples down another string of bumps, her arms 
now perfectly in place. 

“Lizzie is a thinker,” says Good. “She decides what she needs 
to retain and what she doesn’t. And when she decides she’s going 
to do something, it’s rarely the case that she doesn’t perform as 
expected. Last year, Liz was trying to figure out whether or not to 



Weinbrecht, McIntyre and BatteUe 
have inspired a new generation of bump- 
loving American girls. Under the watch- 
ful eyes of Coach Good, they are nipping 
at the veterans’ heels, impatient for 
their own taste of Olympic glory. 


D onna is a feeler,” says Coach Good. “She knows what 
it takes for her to perform. She does a good job of as- 
sessing where she is, how much more she can push 
and if she should back off. Inside she has a feeling, almost an in- 
nate vision, of what she should be able to achieve on a mogul hill. 
I don’t know that she necessarily has done that yet.” 

“I have achieved a lot, but I haven’t really impressed myself 
yet,” agrees Weinbrecht. “I still have the desire to be better. If I 
get this pop, and if the course is willing, it’s very feasible that I 
could do two triples. I would love to reach 50 World Cup wins 
and go out like a comet.” Weinbrecht pushes into motion, her 
focus suddenly honed. She soars straight up off the ramp and 
hangs in the air for several seconds before dropping into an easy 
landing and coming to a stop next to Vogtli. They talk technique 
like equals and then head down the hill to the lift. 

“There’s no one on the team, including staff, who can’t learn 
from Donna,” says Good. “I always looked up to her,” agrees 
Vogtli. “I thought she was untouchable. But she’s been really 


continue in the sport,” Good explains. “She had some good re- 
suits in duals, but she had knee problems throughout the season. 
Some days her knee would be excruciatingly painful, others it 
wouldn’t. It wasn’t making sense to her.” In May, McIntyre’s lat- 
eral meniscus was removed from her left knee, a cyst that had 
formed behind it was drained, and a groove in her femur was re- 
paired. “It explained to Liz why she hadn’t been able to overcome 
some things,” says Good. “Then she was able to make a decision. 
She knew what she was going to have to put herself through to 
come back and perform this season. It took a lot of courage.” 

“I’ve been really lucky to go to two Olympics,” says McIntyre. 
“It’s been a cool part of my life. But as an athlete, if all you think 
about is the medal, it doesn’t happen. What I’m addicted to is 
the feeling you get at the bottom of a mogul run. That feeling 
when it has been a big competition and you get to the bottom 
and say, ‘Yes, I did it, l stuck my run, I did my best, I was pre- 
pared, I had fun.’ It’s just a great sense of satisfaction, and I hope 
I get that same feeling this year.” 
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Temporarily confined to the flats after reconstructive 
surgery on a tom ACL and a tom meniscus, rookie Brooke 
Ballachey makes long lines of even, short swing turns on an adja- 
cent lane on Palmer Snowfield. Staying out of the bumps makes 
the tall, gangly 17 year old glum, but the short-term setback fools 
no one. The South Lake Tahoe teen placed fourth in Nationals last 
year, a coup that earned her a spot on the U.S. Freestyle Ski Team. 
At Blackcomb a few weeks later, Ballachey — then a senior in high 
school — beat Weinbrecht in a World Cup dual. 

“It was such a surprise,” remembers Ballachey. W I kind of felt 
bad, but Donna is such an amazing woman. It wasn’t like she 
took it personally. She gave me a nutrition bar and said, ‘You bet- 
| ter get up there and start training for your next run.’” Ballachey 
was defeated by Battelle in the next round, but wrapped up her 
first World Cup weekend with an astounding fifth place. A few 
weeks later, she blew out her knee. “A lot of what happened 
with my knee was mental,” she said. “After Blackcomb, I felt like 
there were thousands of expectations on me. I didn’t know how 
to handle everything that was happening. Donna was the one 
person I could talk to about it. She really understands.” 


the Olympics and win a medal,” says Battelle, “but it’s 
not like everything else will be wonderful if just this one 
thing would happen.” 

That night, in the town of Hood River, Weinbrecht, McIn- 
tyre and Battelle go out to dinner with their coaches. They seem 
relaxed and happy to be together. They make small talk, laugh 
and even joke about the time Donna woke up with the stomach 
flu and still managed to win the competition. 

T he waitress brings the food and Donna suddenly leans 
forward. “Is that an Olympic ring you’re wearing?” 
she asks excitedly, as McIntyre searches the wait- 
ress’s face, recognizing one of the kindred. “Oh, yes,” says the 
waitress, “but it’s from a long time ago.” 

Later, after a detour for ice cream, Battelle says she finds the 
thought depressing, being an ex-Olympian and working as a 
waitress. The athletes are contemplative then, thinking about 
what might come for them after Nagano. “If I even go to 
Nagano,” says Battelle. “You will,” says Donna. “You’re the most 
solid I’ve seen you ” 






By lunchtime, Battelle is the only woman left training on Palmer 
Snowfield, banging out twister-twister-spreads and working 
with Coach Schell on the precise position of her torso. “We 
want to open more across the chest and press through the jump,” 
says Schell, a hyperkinetic seven-year veteran of the World Cup 
tour who is utterly impassioned about mogul technique. He runs 
up the hill in his ski boots, hops into place next to Battelle and 
demonstrates the pose. “Press. Preh-eh-eh-ess.” 

“Should I do it again?” Battelle asks. She has already hit 118 
jumps in a single morning. Schell says it’s up to her, and Battelle 
turns away from the lift and begins hiking up the slope. 

“Lizzie is the thinker. Donna is a feeler. Ann is physical,” 
says Coach Good. “Ann’s sense of who she is and how she 
achieves things is through her physical prowess.” Battelle says 
she’s learning to unhook her self-esteem from her performance. 
“My whole life doesn’t depend on whether I ski well. I’m final- 
ly learning that it’s OK to fail.” It’s a state of mind' that ironical- 
ly gives Battelle the courage to go for her goals. “I hope to go to 


The threesome’s relationship hasn’t always been so harmo- 
nious. They have spent the better part of a decade traveling to- 
gether, training together, living in close quarters. They have 
cheered each other’s successes, coveting them at the same time. 

“It’s arguably the most rewarding thing for me this year,” 
says Coach Good. “All the head games that go along with win- 
ning are behind them. They’ve worked at it from all the angles, 
from winning to not winning, from having great years to poor 
years, from being injured to not being injured. All those things 
have already happened. Now they function as teammates. In- 
stead of there being a rivalry that can be destructive, there’s a 
rivalry that’s very productive.” 

It seems apt that the words of Pierre de Coubertin, founder of 
the modem Olympic movement, are imprinted on the linings of 
the women’s Olympic jackets: “The important thing in the 
Olympic Games is not to win but to take part. The important 
thing in life is not the triumph but the struggle. The essential 
thing is not to have conquered but to have fought well.” ♦ 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY NATHAN BILOW 
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Darkhorse 
Of Nagano 

By Hank McKee 


I 


i 


I t is mid-December 1989 at the U.S. Pro Tour 
opener in Alpine Meadows, Calif., and Bernhard 
Knauss is lying in agony in the finish corral. Af- 
ter a quarterfinal win, Knauss slid into a wooden post, 
separating his shoulder and injuring his knee, which 
immediately began to swell. Ignoring a doctor’s 
advice to stop, Knauss kept on racing, ad- 
vancing through the semifinals and 
then holding off Tomas Cerkovnik 
for the win. Celebrating later on 
the awards podium, Knauss is in 
too much pain to hoist his skis 
for the victory photo. 

For close to a decade, 

Knauss often skied through 
pain en route to becoming the 
most successful pro racer ever 
and the tour’s first million-dollar 
man. His arrival in the U.S. in 1988 as 
an unknown pro is a spectacular story 
that could be eclipsed only by what he does 
after retiring. For when Knauss left the pro circuit in 
1996, he decided to attempt something that has never 
been accomplished: To regain his amateur status and 
to race in the Olympics. In Nagano this February, 
Knauss intends to take a shot at an Olympic medal in 
the giant slalom. 

For 33-year-old Knauss, the Nagano Olympics will 
culminate a remarkable ski-racing career and provide 
another highlight for a family ski tradition that spans 
three generations. While Knauss isn’t considered a fa- 
vorite to win the GS, he is a legitimate contender for a 
medal. “Don’t count him out,” says Felix McGrath, a 


Austrian 
Bernhard Knauss 


rose from obscurity — 
and his death bed — to be- 
come the best pro ski racer 
ever. Now he hopes to cap 
an unprecedented 
career with a medal 
in Nagano. 


former U.S. Ski Team member who raced against 
Knauss for six years on the pro circuit. 

Bernhard Knauss grew up in a sports-minded fami- 
ly, and, being Austrian, the sport of choice was skiing. 
His grandfather raced in the early Thirties, helping to 
pioneer the popularity of the fledgling sport in 
the alpine village of Schladming. Bern- 
hard’s father also raced, but his career 
^ was interrupted by World War II 
and a decade spent in a Soviet 
concentration camp as a prison- 
er of war. “Both of them were 
very good racers,” says Bern- 
hard, “but they weren’t in in- 
ternational competition.” 

It was, however, enough to 
hook the Knauss boys — Helmut, 
Bernhard, Franz and Hans — on 
skiing and racing. The oldest, Hel- 
mut, died with his skis on in an 
avalanche. Franz is a technical specialist 
with the Atomic ski company. Hans now races for the 
Austrian National Team — the winningest squad in the 
world — and will be among the favorites at Nagano. 

Bernhard never had the opportunity to represent 
his country. At 19, after showing enough promise to 
catch the attention of Austrian team officials, he took 
ill with a mysterious sickness and lingered most of a 
year bedridden. “Medicine was not so good then,” 
Knauss recalls. “No one ever did figure out what was 
wrong. That’s why it took so long to recover.” 

Though his mother eventually nursed Knauss back 
to health, by then the ski team had too many other 
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Clockwise from left: Knauss’ grandfather and father started 
the family’s passion for ski racing; young Bernhard already 
showing his aggressive form in one of his first ski races; as a 
pro, Knauss rewrote the record book, but had to negotiate 
6,000 jumps in the process. 






.. <-■ 






young, talented racers to take a risk on 
a weakened athlete. His place on the 
team was gone and another was not 
provided. 

But Knauss felt he had unfinished 
business — that he had something to 
prove to the Austrian federation, and 
to himself. He at least had to try. With 
the 1989 season well underway, 

Knauss sold his Volkswagen and used 
the money for a plane ticket to the U.S., where he figured he 
could race on the pro tour. 

Few who attended Knauss’ first pro race at Heavenly are like- 
ly to forget it. “I don’t know Knauss from Adam,” said Phil 
Mahre, then in his first season on the pro tour, “but he out-skied 
me severely in the first run.” 

“He was a total loner, and he didn’t speak a word of English,” 
recalls pro-tour director Kerry Metivier. “A few of the Austrian 
guys had heard of him, but no one else knew who he was. 
Incredibly, he won the first race he was in. He was all business, 
all focused.” 

Over the next seven seasons, Knauss not only learned English, 
he became the quintessential spokesperson for the tour and for 
his sponsors. Polite to a fault, he never spoke poorly of another 
competitor. He is the only racer in the history of pro racing to 
win both the tour title and the Bubba Kenney Award for sports- 
manship, voted on by the racers. 

Knauss also gained respect on the hill. Almost single-handed- 


ly he prevented Mahre, America’s best ever male racer, 
from collecting a pro-tour title. McGrath, who compet- 
ed against World Cup stars Ingemar Stenmark and 
Alberto Tomba, speaks of Knauss with the same rever- 
ence. “Athletically, Knauss has done things on skis I’ve 
never seen anyone else do. At times I was in awe of him. 
He seemed to win every weekend on the pro tour, and 
win big. In one stretch he won seven straight, just 
crushing people.” 

Knauss recorded an impressive 19 victories in 1992, 
establishing a pro record. He won 83 in his career, also a record. 
In head-to-head matchups he was a remarkable 120-10 in one 
season. The pro tour in the Nineties, for all practical purposes, 
was his private domain. 

Once, at a race in Aspen held during a fierce and erratic 
storm, conditions ranged from heavy snow to bright sunshine 
and back throughout the day. That made for an incredibly diffi- 
cult and dangerous course, “one you could die on,” according to 
Knauss. But the best pro ever easily adapted, changing his tactics 
on every run and marching through the draw. No one else was 
able to read the conditions and react to them as quickly. “He 
manages to combine strength and power with touch and feel,” 
says McGrath, “and there aren’t many who can do that.” 

But to be on the pro tour, Knauss also paid a price. With six- 
to eight-foot jumps built into the courses, pro racing is notori- 
ously hard on competitors’ backs. The circuit employs a touring 
chiropractor, and he is among the busiest men on tour. Knauss 
figures he raced somewhere between 250 and 300 pro races, and 


"He manages to 
combine strength 
and power with 
touch and feel,” 
says McGrath, "and 
there aren’t many 
who can do that.” 
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because he rarely lost, that means he took about 2,500 high- 
speed runs over those bumps, jarring his back well over 
6,000 times. Pro courses are normally sited for the ease of 
spectators, so they are often relatively flat, making those land- 
ings all the more jolting. 

Knauss’ back often hurt so much that he would travel to races 
in a van so he could lie down en route. Then he’d put on his skis 
and trash the competition. “There wasn’t much training over the 
last four years,” he says. “It was just getting cortisone shots. I 
started to lose motivation.” 

And the pro tour also was losing its appeal to sponsors. 
Knauss pocketed $365,000 when he won the tour in 1992, but 
just $77,850 for leading the circuit four years later. Motivation 
had always been the key to Knauss’ success, but now it was be- 
ginning to wane. 

Looking for new challenges, Knauss contemplated a return to 
the World Cup, and so-called amateur racing — several times. 
Cerkovnik, whom Knauss had beaten in the famous Heavenly fi- 
nal, was now coaching the Slovenian national team. In 1995, he 
told Knauss he could find a place for him on the squad. 

“I thought he was kidding,” recalls Knauss. “But I told him to 
get me a passport, and three weeks later he called back and told 
me where to pick it up.” 

Knauss trained with the Slovenians the summer before the 
1996 season, but his long-time ski sponsor. Atomic, urged him to 
stay with the pro tour, which he did. Knauss did not, however, 
give back the passport. 

Over the 1996 season, Knauss’ priorities changed. He had be- 
gun the fourth generation of Knauss ski racers with Christina 
Hoeflehner, the younger sister of two-time World Cup downhill 
champion Helmut Hoeflehner. With pro-tour purses continuing 
to dwindle, Knauss returned to Schladming, built a house for his 
new family and assessed his options. 

“Before the 1997 season I wasn’t sure what 1 was going to do. 
I went to Alta Badia, Italy, and watched my brother Hans ski. 
And I thought I wanted to try amateur skiing again.” 

That’s easier said than done. While pro athletes can now play 
Olympic basketball, hockey and tennis, ski racing is governed by 
a huge, cumbersome board of volunteers and self-important offi- 
cials. Pro skiers can renounce their professional status, but they 
must start at the very bottom of a system designed to keep the 
stars on top in place. Without access to World Cup races, 
Knauss had to go to the lowest level FIS races and earn his way 
up the ladder, a feat U.S. women’s pro tour champion Julie 
Parisien is now attempting to duplicate. 

But what’s adversity to Knauss? Just because no pro racer had 
ever successfully returned to the amateur circuit didn’t mean it 
was impossible. And racing two runs in the amateur format in- 
stead of 10 runs on a pro course with six-foot jumps — and a 
day’s worth of ruts — certainly seemed less taxing. 

“I started racing FIS events at the end of last December with 
almost no training,” says Knauss, who drove himself to races 
within a day’s range of his house. By mid- winter he had qualified 
for the Europa Cup, one level below the World Cup. By the end 
of the season he was ranked 32nd in the world in GS. With the 
top 30 places reserved for World Cup competitors, he could 
hardly have done better. Knauss also stood third on the Sloven- 


ian team, poised to grab one of the nation’s four quota 
spots for the Olympics. 

“The Olympics are a major incentive,” Knauss says. 
“They are my motivation. This would be a good way to end my 
career.” But if this season is a success, and his back allows it, 
Knauss could keep going. The 1999 World Alpine Champi- 
onships will take place at Vail/Beaver Creek, site of some of his 
greatest pro successes. 

For now, the goal is the Nagano Olympics, and for a former 
champion, nothing less than winning a medal will do. Knauss, 
however, would never tout his own chances, nor would he talk 
down the competition. 

“It’s going to be very difficult,” he says. “Those young skiers, 
the generation is skiing so unbelievable right now, it’s amazing. 
There are so many good guys." 

Especially in Knauss’ event, the giant slalom. About 40 male 
racers skied the opening World Cup in Tignes, France, in 
October, without making a visible mistake. Knauss, having again 
aggravated his back in training, did not qualify for a second run 
in that race. In November, when the World Cup came to Park 
City, Utah, Knauss skied to a respectable 20th place. 

Those who know Knauss well figure he’s got the competition 
right where he wants it. “On the pro tour, if I got to the finals on 
a Saturday, after taking 10 runs, I’d be wiped,” says McGrath. 
“Knauss’ fastest times would be in the last matchups on Sunday, 
after 24 runs. I don’t know how you do that.” 

“He wins because he is strong in the head,” adds pro racer 
Hans Hofer. It’s the only way Knauss knows. ♦ 


Knauss was the only pro skier to win both the tour title and the Bub- 

ba Kennedy Award for sportsmanship, voted on by his fellow racers. 
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Through The 

Tears 

By Megan Henry 


From sporty V-neck sweaters paired with knickers in the Thirties and boxy 





jackets with padded shoulders in the Forties, Olympic ski 
apparel has come a long way. By the early Fifties, fraction over- 
took fashion when racers started wearing stretch pants and 
ski sweaters. Today, with advanced technology making 
every hundredth of a second count, ski teams wear sleek, 
all-telling race suits. ♦ Despite the varying styles, one 
tenet has held true: The U.S. Ski Team has 
proudly worn red, white and blue. This 
year, the Americans will challenge the 
ski world with an aggressive eagle in 
“attack mode” embroidered on its 
Spyder outerwear. With stars in the 
background and the company’s trade- 
mark web design on the side, the 
race suit also promises to be eye- 
catching. ♦ To tide you over until 
the team’s suits are unveiled, here’s 
a look at Olympic uniforms past. 

1980 


Mike Faroe?, 
Lake Placid, New York 
A torm-BtUng 
white Descents suit 


1936 

Dick Durrance, Qannisch, Germany 
A wool V-neck sweater over an Oxford shirt, 
with knickers smdlace-np boots 
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1956 


1948 

U.& “Ladies” Team, St. Moritz, Switserlud 
Boxy, padded shoulders (A la Joan Crawford), silk scarves 


and ottutarian, baggy pants 


Penny Fiton, 



1952 

Sally Middling)! 1 , Andrea Mead Tj wrenee 
and Jannette Bnrr, Oslo, Norway 
l dark blue ski snit with red hood, dark bine turtle- 
neck Jacket and red-and-wbite striped sweater 


Cortina d’Ampmao, Italy 
A parka with rib-knit collar, 
stretch pants and goggles 



1960 

U.S. Alpine Team, Squaw Valley, California 
Bp-troat sweaters with white, rib-knit collars and cotb 


(1936) FOTO-BLUMENTHAl; (I948) U 80 C; (I952) WIDE WORLD PHOTO; (1936) USOC; (i960) USOC 




Billy Kidd and Jimmy Hongs, 
Grenoble, France 

Block striped sweaters with matching 
lightweight shells 


1964 

Models, Innsbruck, Austria 
Bed and white stripes Hue 
the seams at sweaters and ski 
pants made with new Dnpont stretch nylon 


1992 

Hilary Lindh, Albertville, France 
A Spyder downhill suit featuring the 
company's trademark web design 
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1904 

Tommy Mob, imnhiunmar, Morway 
A red, white and bine Spyder unit, also 
with the mb pattern 


1972 

Tyler Palmer, Sapporo, Japan 
Patriotic stars-and-stripes sweater by 
Demetre with classic stretch pants 



1988 

Tiger Shaw, Calgary, Alberta 
A Descents race suit with red and 
bine color blocks 


(1964) DUPONT; (1984,1994) CARL YARBROUGH; (1972) PETER MILLER; <1988) BRIAN ROBB 



Where It All Begins 

Opening Ceremonies 

Only a privileged few leave the Games with a medal, but all ath- 
letes who participate get to feel what it’s like to have the eyes 
of the world on them, at least for a moment. Walking into the 
Olympic stadium for the Opening Ceremonies for the first 
time is a highlight for all competitors. There, amidst deafening 
applause and unabashed ftagwaving, no medals have been won 
yet, and the athletes, who will soon be consumed by the com- 
petitions and by their own expectations, get the glory of being 
recognized for being among the best in the world. And for that 
moment, it is enough. — Edited by Edith Thys 1 988, ’92 



More Than 


Medals 

When we watch the Games on TV, the focus is 
on medals. But the Olympic experience isn’t defined by 
results. When participants look back it’s not just the 
golden moments that they remember best. 



Beating The Odds 

Bob Beattie 1»«4, *18 

Beattie, a US Ski Team coach from 1963-69, is now a 
TV commentator. Of at the races he’s coached and 
cated, his favorite was when Bity Kidd (left) and Jimmie 
Heuga ( right) won silver and bronze medals in 
Grenoble — the first ever for the US men’s alpine team. 

“What made it so meaningful was that we’d had 
huge problems with seeding all year, thanks to an 
arbitrary point penalty levied on all Americans by 
the Europeans. In the pre-race seed meeting they 
finally allowed Kidd to start 1 6th, just out of the 
first seed. Back then, they didn’t reverse the order 
on the second run, so Heuga started 24th both 
runs, and was the last American up there. I was at 
the top when Heuga started, but I was so excited I 
almost beat him down.” 


96 ■ ski ■ February 1998 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY (TOP) STEVE POWELL; (BOTTOM) SPORTS FILE 



II 


Going Back and Giving Back 
Ouistim Coops* 1900, ’84 

Cooper returned to Sarajevo in 1 994 (10 years after winning a silver medal there in 
1 984) with Spirit of Hope, an organization of Olympians that started sports programs 
in the war-torn city. Arriving in a "cease fire" period — during which there were an 
average of 700 violations daily — ■ Cooper’s uniform included a flak jacket 

"I remember coming to Sarajevo the first time. The people were so proud 
to be hosting the world, and I felt honored to be there. Going back, it looked 
totally different There were no trees left the place where we’d had the 
medals ceremony was totally bombed out Everything was decimated. We 
smuggled in sports equipment in our backpacks, found coaches for each sport 
and determined which open places were the least dangerous in the city. People 
hadn’t been out on the streets for a year and a half, and it still wasn’t safe. But 
the destruction was so random that the people had resolved to take back their 
lives. They had resigned themselves to the war and to fate, but they were 
determined to get outside and play. The experience reminded me that the 
Olympic spirit isn’t about medals. It’s about the humanity of sport Just me as 
an Olympian coming back was enough to make a difference. More than the 
sports equipment what we gave was caring, and there’s lots of healing in that" 



Luiuit Accommodations 


Hilakt Linds 1888, ’88 and ’84 

Some athletes have vivid memories of the glamorous living quarters for the U.S. Ski 
Team at the Games. Heidi Preuss finished fourth in the Downhill at Lake Pladd 
(1980). Hilary Lindh won a silver Downhill medal in Albertville ( 1 992). 

In Lake Placid, Preuss remembers, “We were living in trailers that were 
part of a prison (in background below). When the wind blew the trailers 
shook.’’ Things weren’t much different in Calgary, as Lindh recalls: "The team 

moved us closer to the mountain, to a 

trailer park. We lived in RVs, walking 
outside through the snow to commu- 
nal showers. In Lillehammer in 1 994, 
our house was on the downhill slope. I 
stayed in a two-story guest house. One 
floor had the toilet the other had the 
shower and there was just a wooden 
ladder on the outside between floors. 
And it was not warm out’’ 




Digokng Deep 

Andy Bill 1878, ’80 

After finishing fourth in the pre-Olympic race at 
Innsbruck in 1 975, Mill underwent four knee 
surgeries in the next year. Then, on the first 
training run for the 1976 Olympics, he crashed 
and sustained a serious boot-top leg injury. 

“There was so little snow that the 
course was a ribbon of ice start to finish. 
They helicoptered snow in from the Bren- 
ner Pass and watered it down. I needed to 
finish at least one training run to be al- 
lowed to compete. So I froze my foot in a 
snowbank until I couldn’t feel it and put a 
piece of cardboard up the back of my 
boot as a spoiler to diffuse the pressure. I 
was just trying to get down the hill fast so 
I could stop because it hurt so bad. I got 
ninth in that training run and ended up 
sixth in the race, missing a medal by four- 
tenths of a second. As it ended up, that 
race really saved my career. For a race of 
that magnitude, you’ll do anything. It goes 
to prove that sometimes with an injury 
you gain focus because you have to pay at- 
tention only to surviving.” 

For his efforts, Mill later received the Maxwell 
House Olympic Spirit award — given in each 
Olympic Games to one athlete who over- 
comes adversity. 
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Carrying The Flag, 

And A Nation’s Hopes 
Cindy Nelson 1076, ’80, ’84 

As a 1 6-year-old, Nelson was named to the 1972 
Sapporo Olympic team. But in the last race before 
the Olympics, the emerging downhill star crashed 
and dislocated her hip. Out for the season and 
maybe out for good, she watched the Games from 
a hospital and vowed to come back. 

"Four years later in the Innsbruck Games I 
was the U.S. Team's flagbearer in the Opening 
Ceremonies. At that time it was Olympic pro- 
cedure for athletes from various teams to se- 
lect the athlete most likely to win gold, so I was 
very honored to be chosen. As flagbearer, I led 
the Team into the Stadium. As I crested over 
the ramp to begin the march down in front of 
the entire world, my heart was beating faster 
than in any starting gate before (or since). I re- 
member thinking, ‘If I make it through this, the racing is all downhill from here.' During the ceremonies I was standing next to Franz 
Klammer (shown with Nelson, above), the new young Austrian who was chasing Bernhard Russi’s great titles. I looked up at him 
with our flags waving in the breeze and thought, ‘so he’s the one they believe most likely to win.' The next day he made his famous 
run and won the gold. Two days later, I won the bronze." 




The Comebacks 

Global Villaoe Dr. biobud 

Fbliz McGrath 1*88 Sthadmab, U.S. 

For McGrath, a five-time national champion, the Olympic experience Bki Team Doctor 

consisted of more than skiing as fast as possible. 1076 -Present 

“For me, the Olympics were not the media hype and flag rais- T ht man who rebuilds athletes 

ing that the average American sees on TV. (Of course, if I had has swn ewfy World Chompi- 

won a gold medal, I’m sure I would have been digging It) What I onships and o/^mpic medal 

remember best are the small everyday sensations of being in an ^ [JSST since 1 976 

Olympic Village— showing up in the gym after competing and "Deciding what medal was 

training to |oin athletes from different countries in a game of pick- m y favorite is like picking a 
up basketball or soccer. favorite child. But I’d have to 

For American ski racers, the Olympics are ay p hj , Mahre . s silver in 

the only shot at true fame. But I always Lake Placid— less than a year 

wondered if the highly-paid, high- after shattering his ankle- 

profile athlete could enjoy the simple ^g ba- 

things that make the Olympics so 
special. In Calgary, Willie Gault 

(left), a big-time NFL player, was on the Olympic bobsled team. He showed 
up without his football entourage and ate, drank and slept with us in 
the Olympic Village. Every time I saw him, the superstar appeared 
enjoy his low-profile Olympic moments, 
those Games my father spotted Ingemar Sten- 
mark while we were walking through the Olympic Village, 
and he begged me for an introduction. When I intro- 
duced my dad to Ingemar (who I still consider the best 
of all time) the Swedish star was his usual humble, 
self. My father stated that if he died right then 
and there his life would be complete." 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY (MIDDLE) CARL YARBROUGH; (BOTTOM) NANCIE BATTAGLIA 


Copyrighted maieri 



Fall From Grace 
Kristin Krone 1988, ’92 

Kristin Krone’s fall in the combined downhill in Albertville (’92) was one of many spectacular race-day wrecks. A three-frame sequence of her 
fall appeared the next day on the front of the sports section of The New York Times. 

“The morning of the race, I was going up the chair with a friend from home, feeling almost embarrassed that I wasn’t showing 
my best stuff in training runs. Something clicked and I made a conscious decision to hang it all out On course for the race, I was 
hauling, going much faster than in my training runs. Going for it is great — the only way to win — but coming into the jump I forgot 
to adjust my line for the extra speed I was carrying. When I went off, I knew right away that I’d blown it and remember thinking 
‘No, no you didn’t just do that’ All I could do was pray the ground would rescue me from my bad flight plan. Unfortunately I 
wasn’t so lucky. Once I hit I really was more mad than worried. I realized I’d had a doozy of a crash when I got up and saw the 
look on people’s faces, which was worth the price of admission. I skied down to cheers for the great spectacle I’d provided — not 
the cheers I had hoped for. The funny thing was that in the finish area, the reporters were more interested in talking to me — the 
human cannonball — than Petra Kronberger, who had just clinched gold in the Combined.” 



OrrioiAL Etbsttbino 

1964 Official Olympic Team Car 

Even medal-less Olympians leave the Games with an astounding 
haul of official Olympic Team 
products — luggage, cloth- 
ing, shoes, cameras, 
jewelry. But, even in the 
richest years, nobody but 
the top brass get the coolest 
Official stuff — like this Pontiac Grand Am. 
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The new Dodge Durango has more passenger room than any other sport utility in its class : Enough room, in fact, for up it 
eight people when you choose the optional third row. 



Durango's Fold -and- Tumble'" 
seating system is so ingenious, 
we're patenting it. And it’s as 
easy to use as it is to say. 


Durango's wheelbase is the 
longest in its class? Its track is 
the widest. Its frame is the 
strongest. So the going is stable 
and predictable. Even when the 
mad beneath you isn 't. 


To help passengers keep 

their cool, Durango offers a separate 

rear compartment cooling system. 



'Id Durango's seals down, and you’ve got a nearly flat loading surface for up to 88 cubic feet of cargo. That’s more cargo 
va than anything else in the class. (You could say we’ve sent those other guys packing.) 



Durango The New Dodge 

For more information, call I-800-4-A-DODGE or visit our Web site at www.4adodge.com 


t Available feature comparisons vs. domestic compact SUV models. Excludes other Chrysler Corp. 
vehicles. All comparisons based on data available at time of printing. 

Always use seal bells. Remember a backseat is the safest place for children. 


Now you don’t. 

Listen up. 

Durango offers a 
premium stereo 
system with 
Infinity® speakers 
and both CD 
and cassette. 


How do you top best-in-class 
passenger and cargo mom? With 
a standard mof rack, of course. 


Even with Durango’s standard 
dual airbags, you 
should still always 
wear your seat 
belt. To make you 
more comfortable 
doing the right 
thing, we pmvide 
outboard shoulder 
belts that adjust for height. 
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One Night In Nagano 


Continued from page 77 

nizing Committee (NAOC) has asked the locals to restrict their 
driving during the Games, and certain areas around major 
venues will be sealed off so that buses will have a fighting 
chance to transport the expected throngs. Savvy Olympic- 
goers, however, will get around on bicycles. 

Aware that some 2 million athletes, coaches and spectators 
will wander the streets during the Olympic fortnight, Nagano’s 
entrepreneurs have added all sorts of nocturnal diversions. The 
number of bars and assorted watering holes has nearly doubled 
and is now close to 1,000, giving Olympic-goers plenty of ways 
to spend money and misbehave. 

On a purely professional reconnaissance mission, I headed 
out into the Nagano dusk one night last October. At first blush, 
the city exudes polish and respectability. Along the Chuo Dori 
Street main drag, I spotted several trendy new boutiques, as 
well as garish neon signs from Olympic sponsors such as Visa 
and Kodak. Many of the quaint little udon noodle shops I fre- 
quented on previous visits had given way to Western-style 
bistros catering to gaijin (foreigners). Replacing staples such as 
barbecued eel, cold soba noodles and seaweed soup were burg- 
ers, pepperoni pizza and chips and salsa at Thirty’s American 


Restaurant & Bar. Down the road was a pasta and pizza joint 
called the International Beer Restaurant. 

I stumbled into the new Nagano Gondo arcade. Stretching 
for a quarter of a mile, its arched ceilings cover an eclectic mix of 
stores, restaurants, pachinko gambling parlors, bars and 
nightspots. Wandering through the illuminated arcade I was 
led to the randier side of Nagano. I peered into the Musey 
House, a smoky karaoke hangout. Farther along, I paused at Pub 
Joy, a name pregnant with possibilities. A tout in front was try- 
ing to hustle business. Admission was a pricey 7,000 yen (about 
$60), the going rate for strip-joint admission in Japan. 

At the end of the lighted arcade, I came to the proverbial 
fork in the road. One prong led to Zenkoji Temple, a major Bud- 
dhist site. The other disappeared into darkness among rows of 
rundown bars. Beyond were dingy places with signs promising, 
sometimes in explicit English, fantasies of the flesh. 

I headed down Hades Lane, comforted to learn that some 
proprietors of these evening hideaways have scruples. Several 
ventures had posted bilingual notices on their doors and win- 
dows proclaiming, “We have no relation with Yakuza” (Japan’s 
organized crime syndicate). Not exactly the Good Housekeep- 

Continued on page 104 



FINISK 


There are three ski regions within hailing distance of Nagano. The 
closest is lizuna Kogen (above, 23 kilometers from the city), where 
the freestyle events are being held. Farther away is popular Shiga 
Kogen (49 kilometers from Nagano), where the slalom events are 
being held. Happ’one (lower right), site of the downhill course, and 
Hakuba (upper right), where the nordic ski-jumping events are be- 
ing held, are in the same region 44 miles from the city. 
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The new Sporting News is now a full-color magazine. 
And you get a deeper, sharper perspective on 
sports every week - the teams, stats, strategies, 
in-season and out, so you can see a different game. 
To subscribe, call 1 800 291-77U. 

RsHsi ru trvy 


www.sportingnews.com 



One Night In Nagano 


Continued from page 102 

ing Seal of Approval, but perhaps a relief to Olympic athletes. 
These establishments are conveniently located behind Central 
Square where the ceremonies will be held for the ski competi- 
tions — in case any winners have the urge to splurge. 

I f anyone has a yen for Zen, Nagano will deliver there, 
too. I woke the next morning just before dawn and 
headed to the 6:20 am prayer session at Zenkoji Temple. 
In the chill of a new day, with the first rays of sunlight creeping 
over the surrounding mountains, a procession of brightly robed 
priests was filing into the 1,400-year-old temple. Visiting the 
Zenkoji Temple is a pilgrimage all Japanese are obliged to make 
at least once in a lifetime, and it’s unique because it’s one of the 
few Buddhist shrines to admit women. On this morning, there 
were no young people among the pilgrims who took their places 
on tatami mats in front of the main altar. 

The priests sat in two rows facing each other and began to 
chant, their voices soothing and meditative. Gongs rang, drums 
banged, and burning incense from a giant pot filled the air. After 
about 20 minutes, the chanting reached a crescendo. Suddenly, 
the ceremony was over. The high priests marched away single- 
file as the worshippers knelt at their feet, hoping for a last- 
minute blessing — a touch on the head with prayer beads. 

I lingered and met Kiwa Fukushima, a man in his thirties. 
He is a Buddhist priest, with a shaved head and flowing robes, 
but he doesn’t sound like one. In almost perfect American Eng- 
lish, learned while working in the U.S. as a chemist, he ex- 
plained the history of Zenkoji: The reason for shielding the main 
shrine is to hide the image of Buddha (too sacred for mortals to 
gaze upon), and why seven million people come to the temple 
each year (to find the Gate to Paradise — a Buddhist metaphor 
for heaven). 

I figured that finding the Gate would not be easy, because 
nothing in Japan is easy. But Fukushima said, “Follow me and I 
will show you.” I removed my shoes and, in stockinged feet, de- 
scended into a passageway beneath the main floor. “Walk slow- 
ly and keep your hands on the wall,” he instructed as we en- 
tered a dark corridor. The stone wall was smooth and curved 
abruptly, seemingly forming a circle. “Move your hands up and 
down the wall until you feel something,” Fukushima said. “That 
will be the handle of the Gate to Paradise.” 

“Yes! There it is!” I yelled out, relieved to know I was on the 
threshold of heaven and that I will not have to go to the place of 
fire and brimstone just because I visited it the night before. 

If communing with priests at Zenkoji will raise the spirits of 
Olympic visitors, a visit to the 16th century Matsumoto Castle 
will raise specters, oddly, of “Star Wars.” 

A middle-aged volunteer guide named Masa led visitors up 
the narrow wooden staircases of the castle tower, noting the 
spots from which defenders could either shoot arrows, pour hot 


oil or release caches of boulders if they got really annoyed. But 
what grabbed my attention was a display of feudal armor worn 
by warriors in battle. On one particular mannequin, carefully 
preserved in a glass display case, was a helmet that I had seen 
many times before. “Darth Vader!” Masa announced, and a hush 
swept over the group. I nodded. “Now,” he continued, “look at 
that sash around the waist. That’s called an ‘obi.’” I got that 
right away. “Obi-Wan Kenobi!” I screamed. “Right!” he said. 
And it seems that the Japanese word for high-quality jade 
sounds remarkably like “jedi.” Get the picture? Damn, I realized, 
George Lucas just lifted this stuff. 

Searching for heaven’s gate, solving the mystery of The Force 
and skulking&round the dark side of Nagano City can work up 
an appetite. So I headed for the newest tourist attraction, a 
make-your-own soba noodle restaurant called Sobakura. Be- 
cause everything in Japan is a learning experience, this was just 
part of the continuing education. “No problem — just two 
hours,” promised the guy in the karate smock and headband, a 
meijin (master) of noodling. 

I started with a bowl of buckwheat flour and slowly added 
water. I kneaded and rolled and squeezed and pushed the mix- 
ture into a pancake until sweat beads formed on my forehead 
and my arm muscles ached. It wasn’t much different from doing 
aerobics. And like Richard Simmons, my soba sensei exhorted 
for more: “Roll again, push harder.” “ Modchido — once more ” 
he yelled. “Now, flatten, very thin,” he repeated and I applied a 
rolling pin to the dough. As he inspected my work he shook his 
head and said, “More roll. Need very thin!” 

Still rolling after three hours, I was now beyond mere 
hunger. My sensei ordered me to slice the huge, wafer-thin pan- 
cake into very narrow pieces, creating noodles. I was handed a 
wooden block called a koma board and what looked like a meat 
cleaver. The goal was to keep the knife flush against the board 
and move quickly across the dough while slicing rapidly. It was 
harder than it looked. 

“Too thick,” said my sensei, shaking his head disapprovingly 
at my first efforts. “No cook well.” By now I knew I couldn’t 
hack it as a noodler. When I finally had my dough chopped up, I 
discovered that I had accidentally sliced wood shavings off the 
koma board. My sensei smiled as he picked out the shavings, in- 
spected my last strands, then took my handiwork into the 
kitchen. There he flash-boiled the whole works before immers- 
ing the dish in cold water. Minutes later, I was directed to eat 
my own noodles. Japanese demonstrate their fondness for noo- 
dles by slurping them loudly — the noisier, the better. Proper 
etiquette is to pucker up your lips, curl your tongue and suck 
them babies in, like a robin swallowing worms. So how were my 
soba noodles? Well, let’s just say that this noodle novice found 
it more like eating crow than noodles. If you want to find me at 
the Olympics, try the pizza and nacho joints. ♦ 
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How do you make your kids day on the slopes unforgettable? 


Sign up for SKIwee. SKIwee, SKI Magazine’s in- ^ i tional program developed by SKIwee for kids 

structional program for children ages 4 through W4?4? ages 7 through 12. Both SKIwee and MINIrider 

12, has a 19-year history of working with kids on ski technique. are designed for kids of all ability levels and will build your 

Parents can relax and enjoy the day because they know the child’s confidence and skills, so the family can have a great time 

kids are in good hands; all member schools belong to the Pro- together on the slopes. ♦ SKIwee is available at 70 areas na- 

fessional Ski Instructors of America. ♦ Have kids who are just tionwide. For more information and to learn how to receive a 

starting out on a snowboard or building riding skills? MINIrider lesson compliments of American Izusu Motors call 1-800-2- 

is the program. MINIrider is an exciting snowboard instruc- SKIwee, or check out our website at http://www.skinet.com 



start here! 


Official SKIwee & 
MINIrider sponsors 

♦ Columbia 

Sportswear Company. 


Hunter Mountain. NY 
Jay Peak. VT 
Jlminy Peak. MA 
Las Vegas Ski & 
Snowboard. NV 
Loveland. CO 
Lutsen, MN 
Marquette Mtn, Ml 
Massanutten. VA 
Mohawk Mountain. CT 
Montage. PA 
Ml Ashland. OR 
Ml Shasta. CA 


Spirit Mtn.. MN 
Sundown. IA 
Sunrise Resort. AZ 
Sun Valley. ID 
Tanglwood, PA 
Timberline 4 Seasons, WV 
Trollhaugen, Wl 
Villa Olivia, IL 
Wachusett Mountain. MA 
Waterville Valley. NH 
Whiteface Mountain. NY 
Whitetail, PA 
Wildcat Mountain, NH 
Willamette Pass. OR 
Wisp Resort. MD 


Ml Tom. MA 
Ml Southington, CT 
New Winterplace, WV 
Norway Mtn.. Ml 
Okemo. VT 
Pine Mtn., Ml 
Powder Ridge. MN 
Ragged Mtn.. NH 
Shawnee Mountain, PA 
Shawnee Peak. ME 
Showdown, MT 
Ski Beech. NC 
Sk. Brule. Ml 
Ski Cortina. NY 
Snow Ridge. NY 
snow Valley, CA 


uwr/i 


KOMBI 

TheAnandScmtcfKtepingVi’am 


NORDICA 


Presented by 


ISUZU 


Afton Alps. MN 
Alpine Valley. Ml 
Alyeska, AK 
Angel Fire. NM 
Appalachian Ski Mtn.. NC 
Arizona Snowbowl. AZ 
Belle Mountain. NJ 
Belleayre Mtn., NY 
Blue Hills. MA 
Blue Mountain. PA 
Bristol Mtn.. NY 
Bryce. VA 

Areas in black offer SKIwee 
only. Areas in red offer 
SKIwee and MINIrider. 

List subject to change. 


Buck Hill. MN 
Burke Mtn.. VT 
ButtemuL MA 
Campgaw Mtn.. NJ 
Cannon Mtn., NH 
CatamounL NY 
Devil’s Head. Wl 
Dodge Ridge. CA 
Elk Meadows. UT 
Elk Mountain. PA 
Greek Peak. NY 
Gunstock. NH 
Hidden Valley. NJ 
Holiday Valley. NY 





TO SEE MORE COMPETITION, YOU’D 
HAVE TO MAKE THE U.S. SKI TEAM. 


Outdoor Life Network brings 
you the most comprehensive 
coverage of FIS World Cup 
and other on-snow events 
events. You’ll see exclusive 
same day alpine coverage 
plus everything from 
downhill and ski jumping to 
snowboarding and freestyle. 
Check out the schedule for 
times and events. Need 
more info? 

Call 1 -8OO-OUTDOOR 
or visit our website at 
www.GreatOutdoors.com. 


Brought to you in part by 



Cadi de Colombia 


FEB 

R U 

ARY 

EVENTS 

2/1/98 

4 pm 

Garmlsch, GER 

Men's Super Q 

2/5/98 

8 pm 

Garmlsch, GER 

Men's Parallel Slalom 

2/7/98 

3 pm 

Innlchen, ITA 

Snowboarding 

2/12/98 

8 pm 

Blackcomb, CAN 

Freestyle 

M A 

R C 

H E 

VENTS 

3/5/98 

9 pm 

Yong Pyong, KOR 

Men’s QS 

3/5/98 

10 pm 

Yong Pyong, KOR 

Men’s Slalom 

3/7/98 

4 pm 

Morzlna, FRA 

Women’s Downhill 

3/8/98 

4 pm 

Morzlne, FRA 

Women’s Super Q 

3/11/98 

8 pm 

Crans Montana, SUI 

Women's Downhill 

3/11/98 

9 pm 

Crans Montana, SUI 

Men’s Downhill 

3/12/98 

8 pm 

Crans Montana, SUI 

Women’s Super Q 

3/12/98 

9 pm 

Crans Montana, SUI 

Men’s Super G 

3/14/98 

4 pm 

Crans Montana, SUI 

Women’s Slalom 

3/14/98 

5 pm 

Crans Montana, SUI 

Men’s GS 

3/15/98 

4 pm 

Crans Montana, SUI 

Women’s GS 

3/15/98 

5 pm 

Crans Montana, SUI 

Men's Slalom 

3/19/98 

8 pm 

Holmenkollen, NOR 

Men’s Cross Country 

3/19/98 

9 pm 

Oslo, NOR 

Ski Jumping 

3/21/98 

3 pm 

Morzlna, FRA 

Snowboarding 

3/21/98 

4 pm 

Holmenkollen, NOR 

Men’s Cross Country 

3/22/98 

4 pm 

Holmenkollen, NOR 

Women’s Cross Country 

3/26/98 

8 pm 

Holmenkollen, NOR 

Women’s Cross Country 

3/26/98 

9 pm 

Altenmarkt, AUT 

Freestyle 

3/26/98 

10 pm 

Hayward, Wl. USA 

American Birkebelner 

3/28/98 

3 pm 

Tandadalen, SWE 

Snowboarding 

3/28/98 

4 pm 

Altenmarkt, AUT 

Freestyle 

3/29/98 

4 pm 

Planlca, SLO 

Ski Jumping 


All times are EST. 



Want Outdoor Life Network? To tell your 
local cable operator to hook you up, call 
1 -8OO-OUTDOOR and say “I Want Outdoor Life.' 
But do it before the snow starts to melt. 
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By Kelson C a r m i o h a e 1 with Btn Campbell 


Unstumped 

By The 
Bumps 

© 

Steps To 
Breaking 
The Mogul 
Barrier 

Nelson Carmichael is a World Cup champion and Olympic medalist 



You will never be a complete skier until you can 
“do” bumps. Moguls show up everywhere, and to 
fully experience a mountain, you have to venture 
off groomed runs onto challenging terrain. 

Some people want to ski nothing but bumps. 
That's because mogul skiing, when done well, 
provides an addictive, rhythmic sensation — a 
synchronicity with the mountain. And bumps 
offer endless opportunities to express yourself: 
You can explore lines, adjust speed, get air, do 
tricks and land them cleanly. 

But where to start? Moguls threaten our bal- 
ance, confuse our route and disrupt the timing 
we enjoy on smooth runs. Don’t be misled by 
mogul skiers who seem to be ripping out of con- 
trol. Having a ball in bumps is not about being 


reckless. It’s about precision. And you don’t have 
to reinvent the technique you already have. 

If you look closely, you’ll notice that bump 
specialists are always on the downhill ski. As they 
plant a pole, they pivot and shift their weight to 
the new downhill ski. Their feet and legs are tight 
and close together so they can fit between the 
moguls. They are incredibly balanced and disci- 
plined, but their technique is not unlike yours. 

Start by practicing short turns — with speed 
control— on groomed terrain (see the Turning 
Point on page 32). Then study a mogul field. At 
first it may look like a hopeless maze, but really it 
is a map. On the map are “lines,” and these lines 
all relate to one another. The key is learning to 
read the map. Here’s how... 


Demonstrations by Nelson Carmichael at Arapahoe basin, Colorado 
Photography by Tim Hancock 
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INSTRUCTION 



Know Where You’re Going 

Pick a line and stick with it so you can focus on technique. 


Stand at the top of any mogul field and look down the 
fall line. Find a pathway through the troughs below you. (If 
you don’t see it right away, move to your left or right until 
you do.) You are looking at a “zipper line.” There are sev- 
eral zipper lines in every slope of bumps. 

This line — the black, most difficult route — may look 
too straight, too direct, too fast. Remember, it’s only a ba- 


sic map. There are easier (blue) and easiest (green) varia- 
tions on this line, which let you turn your skis higher on the 
sides of bumps and farther across the hill to slow down. 
The line doesn’t change— only the length of your path. 

Learn how to ski your line, and stay in it. If you know 
where you are going, you can worry less and focus more 
on technique. 



D. Sometimes you need to pound on a 
mogul, and sometimes you need to 
tread lightly. Strive to maintain snow 
contact with your downhill ski so you 
can apply the right amount of pressure 
through each round turn. 


B. At first, keep your skis on the snow. As 
snow rises beneath you, pull your legs up. 
When the bottom drops out, push your feet 
back down. Absorb, absorb, absorb...push, 
push, push. Follow the curves in the snow with 
the bottoms of your feet. 


A. Look ahead. Pick out your next 
turn and commit yourself to it. If 
you look off to the side — away from 
the line — you will veer off course. 


C. Keep your body disciplined and stay 
centered on your skis. Keep reaching for 
the next turn with your pole. Pole plants 
need to be solid. 


108 ■ ski ■ February 1998 


Copyrighted material 


Reach And Drive With Your Hands 

Keep your poles swingfng-always ready tor the nest pole plant. 

Any good skier will tell you that your hands need to be be constant and fluid and should come from the wrist, 

forward, pointing at the fall line. The pole swing should Miss a pole plant in the bumps, and you’re toast. 




A. As you start, 
hold your poles 
straight up and 
down— and parallel 
to each other— so 
both are easy to 
swing. Plant by 
leading with your 
basket. Hold your 
elbow away from 
your body so you 
can really reach 
ahead. 


B. As you 
pole, drive your hand 
over the top of your 
grip, as if you are push- 
ing your grip down the 
fall line. Keep driving 
that arm all the way 
through the next turn. 
This will add power 
from your arms. 


C. Your arms, hands and poles are al- 
ways in motion, but your chest and 
shoulders stay quiet. If you keep driving 
down the fall line, your upper body can- 
not twist out of position. Your arms 
should assist your legs, while your legs 
turn beneath you. 


February 1998 ■ ski ■ 109 


INSTRUCTION 



Pull Your Feet And Knees Up 

mere’s no downtime in the tnimps-actively attack each mogul. 



B. A big bump may explode your tips into 
the air. Be ready for it. Pull your knees and 
feet toward your chest to suck up the shock. 
This is an active move, not a passive collaps- 
ing of the legs. Absorb progressively and 
completely— don’t cut the movement short. 


A. The goal 
your skis on— or 
close to— the snow as 
you can. You cannot 
compress if you al- 
ready ski in an over- 
flexed, squatty 
stance. Approach a 
big bump by standing 
tall. You have about 
as much absorption 
range as your inseam. 
Use as much of it as 
you need. 


C. Bring your knees to- 
ward your chest without 
bowing with your upper 
body or nodding your 
head. Keep your head 
and chest up. The bigger 
and nastier the bumps, 
the more you need to 
look ahead and actively 
drive forward. 


D. Be ready to extend again as you come over the back side of 
the bump. Start to shift your weight to the new downhill ski. 
Your inside hand drives forward, while the outside hand swings 
the pole for the new pole plant. 
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R A V 4 

personalized 

Nothing says more about you than what you drive, especially if it’s a RAV 4. Just the simple 

license plates 

act of driving the RAV4 says it loud and clear: you are you and no one else is. 

would be 

Unless of course, you have an identical twin. And then they could always buy one, too. 

redundant. 



TOYOTA cL)| 


1 800-GO -TOYOTA ♦ www.toyota.com 


©1997 Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. Buckle Up! Do it for those who love you. 
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INSTRUCTION 



Push Your Feet Back Down 

Now extend your legs to get tout feet down into the trough. 



A. You are on one 
set of edges until 
you get to the top of 
the mogul. Make 
your pivot and edge 
change at the crest, 
when your knees 
are close to your 
chest. This transi- 
tion is quick, but it 
should be fluid. 


C. Early pressure means a 
round turn that gets you 
ready for the next absorp- 
tion. Pressure must be con- 
tinuous. Extend all the way 
back to an upright position, 
so you have maximum 
range to absorb again. 

Your inseam nearly 
straightens out. 


B. Roll your knees to 
change edges and begin 
to push your feet back 
down— reaching for the 
snow on the back of the 
bump. This should not be 
abrupt but it must be 
forceful. Get maximum 
pressure on the ski, as 
close to the beginning of 
the turn as possible. If your 
edge change is late, you’ll 
slam into the trough. 
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Keep Your Hips Up And Forward 
K eeping your hips in posttfam helps yon stay centered. 


As you get better — and faster — you will have less snow- 
ski contact, but you must stay centered. Make sure your 
feet are beneath you and your hips come forward. In a tall 


natural stance, your hips should be above your feet and 
your knees should be flexed. This is “home base." Never 
wander far from home base. 



O 

D. When you feel out of 
control, you need to: 

1 ) check your speed by 
going across the hill, 

2) press your hips forward 
and 3) pull your feet back 
under you. Now you're 
back in the driver's seat — 
keep going! 


© 

C. When you slam into 
bumps, expect to lose your 
balance. But quickly get 
back to home base! In 
absorption and extension, 
your feet constantly move 
beneath you — much like a 
piston— but the fore-aft 
relationship should not 
change that much. Lean 
too far forward and you're 
in trouble. Let your hips 
get too far back and your 
feet will rocket ahead. 


O 

B. Push your hips up and 
forward. When you 
extend, your feet should 
be under you and may 
even feel as though they 
are behind you. This posi- 
tioning keeps your skis 
parallel to the angle of 
the hill. Use momentum 
to take you to the next 
mogul. Don't push your 
feet ahead to get you 
there because if your feet 
are out in front of you, 
you will be thrown way 
back and off balance. 


A. Before you 
take off, make 
sure your hips are 
forward and you 
can feel the 
tongues of your 
boots against your 
shins. Absorb by 
pulling your feet 
and knees up 
underneath your 
hips. 
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MOUNTAIN PROPERTY 


Mount Millionaire 

With a $1.5 million initiation fee, The Yellowstone Club will be the world’s 
most exclusive — and expensive — ski resort. By Hal Clifford 



If you’re worth $ 10 million, Pioneer may be your kind of ski resort. 


I f Elton John wants to go 
skiing on Pioneer Moun- 
tain, Mont., he’ll have to 
sing for it. With 5,000 
acres, five lifts and a 
3, 100-foot vertical drop. Pioneer 
will be one of the largest ski areas 
in the nation when it’s finished. 

But after this winter, Mr. John or 
anyone else for that matter won’t 
be allowed to ski there unless 
they’re extremely rich or extreme- 
ly well connected. 

Wedge-shaped, 9,861-foot Pio- 
neer Mountain is the centerpiece 
of what lumber titan Tim Blixseth 
believes will be the most exclusive 
four-season resort in the world: 

18,000 acres along the western 
edge of Big Sky Resort, land owned by 
Blixseth’s Big Sky Timber. 

“I love that piece of property,” says 
Blixseth. “I looked at it when I was hiking one 
day and thought, ‘God, this is a great ski 
mountain. I should build a house and put up a 
few ski lifts.’” Blixseth’s friends in Rancho Mi- 
rage, Calif., convinced him that they, too, 
would like a private ski mountain, so he agreed 
to develop The Yellowstone Club. 

The Club’s deal is simple: Each of the 400 
members will pay $1.5 million to join and then 
about $25,000 annually in dues. That ante will 
buy them the opportunity to purchase either a 
“fishing cabin” (about 2,500 square feet); a 
suite in the base lodge (2,000 square feet); a 
mountain chalet (3,500 square feet); or one of 
200 estate lots, which range in size from two 
to 20 acres. Blixseth declined to speculate on 
how much the properties will sell for, but the 
Club’s Internet site (www.yellowstone.com) 
states owners will be in for “an average [prop- 
erty] cost of $1 million.” In other words, the 
400 members could end up paying $2.5 million 
each — for a combined $1 billion — to belong to 


and build in The Yellowstone Club. 

So what does all that money get you? For 
starters there’s no need to buy lift tickets. And 
there will be all the usual resort amenities: a 
cross-country skiing center, snowshoeing, 
horse-drawn sleigh rides, ice skating and a 
restaurant or two. For summer diversions try 
fly fishing on the West Fork of the Gallatin 
River, hiking, mountain biking, horseback rid- 
ing and golfing on the 18-hole course. 

What you won’t get is crowds; nobody else 
will be allowed to ski there, except members’ 
guests. The one exception: If a marquee per- 
sonality, like, to cite Blixseth’s example, Elton 
John, wants to visit, management may invite 
him to “sing for his skiing,” Blixseth said. That 
could mean performing in the bar if you’re a 
British pop star, or cooking in the lodge 
restaurant if you’re a famous chef. 

Despite its plush trappings, the club is 
“more of a home than a resort,” insists 
Blixseth, who made his fortune in timber and 
acquired Pioneer Mountain (along with 220 
square miles of other Montana lands) in 1991. 
His company paid a reported $26 million for 
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or find us on the internet 

www.twi-net.com 


Take The Wendy's 
SKI Family Challenge, 
Benefiting Adoption, 
and You Could Win 
A Trip To Heavenly, CA 


A Family Event Dedicated to 
Building Families 
Today in the United States there are 
thousands of foster children waiting to 
be adopted. Your $5.00 registration 
fee to enter the Wendy's SKI Family 
Challenge will be donated to the Dave 
Thomas Foundation for Adoption which 
is dedicated to helping foster children 
find loving homes. 


Compete in a Regional Racing 
Skills Contest 

Family teams consisting of one parent 
and one child will compete on dual 
Giant Slalom courses at 15 resorts 
across the country for a chance to win 
great prizes and a trip to the finals in 
Heavenly, CA, March 22. 


On your mark. Get Set. 

Get Registered! 

Registration will be held on the 
morning of each race at the host site 
from 8:30-11:00 a.m. Races start at 
12:00 noon and run approximately 
2 hours. 




Family 


Challenge 

Benefiting Adoption 4 "* 


Four families from around the country raced in the finals of the Wendy’s 
SKI Family Challenge at Deer Valley, Utah last year to benefit the 
Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption. 


Dec. 6 


Dec. 7 

Mt. Hood Meadows, OR 

Dec. 14 ... 

Deer Valley. UT 

Dec. 21 ... 

Steamboat, CO 

Jan. 10 ... 

Timberline, WV 

Jan. 11 ... 

World Ski Challenge (site 

Jan. 18 ... 

Heavenly, CA 

Jan. 24 ... 

Taos Ski Valley, NM 

Jan. 25 ... 

Red River, NM 

Jan. 31 ... 

Nubs Knob, Ml 

Feb. 1 

Crystal Mountain, Ml 

Feb. 7 

Smugglers’ Notch, VT 

Feb. 8 


Feb. 14 ... 

Holiday Valley, NY 

Feb. 15 ... 

Seven Springs, PA 

Mar. 22 ... 







' rfa ; 


TBA) 






IMG 


SKI 


Ifeavenly 


I I I I III! 




Don’t miss the Wendy’s Downhill Relays on 
NBC- February 7th, 2:30-3:30 p.m. EST 


WENDTS SKI FAMILY CHALLENGE OFFICIAL RULES: Races begin Dec. 6. 1997 and end Mar. 22, 1998. To enter: 1. Complete the Wend/s SKI Family Challenge registration form available at participating areas, and include entry lee, team captain's 
name, address and phone number. Each entry lee will be donated to the Dave Thomas Foundation lor Adoption. 2. Race NASTAR as a parent/child team at any of the events listed above. Four teams from regional events (based on a handicap at the 
:reday race site) will wm a trip to Heavenly. CA for the Wendy’s SKI Family Challenge on March 22-23 (one adult-one child teams). Roundtrip coach airfare lor two (from any point m the continental U.S.I, accommodations lor three nights, one room 
double occupancy and all transfers. Regional prizes will be awarded (est. value $2,500 each) Total value of racing contest prizes: $15,000. In the event a regional racing event is canceled lor any reason, the sponsor reserves the right to either re- 
schedule event or the prize for that event will not be awarded. In the event of a he. there will be a race-off between the teams. Winners will be required to execute an ‘Affidavit of Eligibility and Release from Liability" form: (1) permitting Wendy's to 
ake reasonable use m all media, without reimbursement, of the winner's name, likeness and biographical information; and (2) releasing Wendy's, its affiliates, related companies, and participating sponsors from any and all claims, liability and damages 
arising directly or indirectly from participating in the Wendy's SKI Family Challenge. 2. Employees of Wendy's, its franchisees, subsidiaries and agencies and their respective families are not eligible to participate m the contest. 


Copyrighted mat 





MOUNTAIN PROPERTY 



Transactions 


Big Sky, Montana 

Ski-in/ski-out, 1,600-square-foot 
townhouse with 3 bedrooms and 3 
baths. It is located a quarter- mile from 
Lone Mountain. 

List Price $319,500 Sale Price $312,500 
Time On Market 5 months 
Listinc Broker Jerry Pape, Triple Creek 
Realty, Big Sky; (800) 548-4632 

Pagosa Springs, Colorado 

Built in 1974, a 1,500-square-foot fixer- 
upper on five acres; 3 bedrooms, 2 
baths and a 2-car garage. It is located 
25 miles from Wolf Creek. 

List Price $147,000 Sale Price $142,000 
Time On Market 108 days 
Listinc Broker Joseph Burbul, Century 21 
Wolf Creek Land & Cattle, Inc., Wolf 
Creek; (800) 944-2147 

Hood River, Oregon 

Renovated Victorian built in 1908 on a 
quarter-acre city lot. Three bedrooms, 
1.5 baths, 1,778 square feet. It is located 
35 miles from Mt. Hood Meadows. 

List Price $144,500 Sale Price $145,000 
Time On Market 3 months 
Listing Broker Ed Holmer, Glenn Taylor 
Realtors/Better Homes & Gardens, 
Hood River; (800) 755-7544 

Bemidji, Minnesota 

New 1,560-square-foot home on one- 
acre wooded lot. It is located 6 miles 
from Bemidji and 9 miles from Buena 
Vista ski area. 

List Price $110,000 Sale Price $110,000 
Time On Market 3 weeks 
Listing Broker Gene Moen, Re/Max 
Bemidji; (218) 751-3753 

Park City, Utah 

Two-bedroom, 1,200 square-foot con- 
do with 2 baths. Fifteen years old. It is 
located just 100 yards from the Park 
City base lift. 

List Price $255,000 Sale Price $255,000 
Time On Market 2 weeks 
Listing Broker Dennis Hanlon, Coldwell 
Banker Premier Realty, Park City; 
(435) 649-4400 


the acreage after a Ted Turner- 
backed purchase by The Nature 
Conservancy fell through. “You 
know you’re going to be safe, your 
kids are not going to be kidnapped,” 
he said. “I believe there are a lot of 
people out there who want a slower 
pace of life, and that’s what we’re 
trying to create here.” 

Such people fall into all economic 
categories, but those Blixseth is in- 
terested in are the 350,000 Ameri- 
cans who are worth more than $10 
million each. In November, he said 
there was a waiting list of 40 people 
who want to buy. Those first 40 
could get a good deal, since a number 
of published reports — including the 
Club’s website — say charter members 
will either get a five-acre slice of 
land gratis or will get their up-front 
money back when the last 40 sign up. 

The entire development will cost 
$75 million, Blixseth said, noting 
that he will not borrow the money. 
Coincidentally, published reports 
say that Big Sky Lumber, now busy 
logging, selling and swapping other 
private lands to the federal govern- 
ment, will clear $75 million on its 
1992 land purchases while retaining 
the Pioneer Mountain tract, plus an- 
other 35 square miles near Bridger 
Bowl Ski Area. 

Yellowstone Club members will 
be able to book time on the Club’s 
Gulfstream jet for their commutes 
and will be kept secure by a former 
Secret Service agent. Former Aspen 
Skiing Company general manager Jon 
Reveal is sitting on the advisory 
committee, as are ski movie mogul 
Warren Miller, erstwhile vice presi- 
dential candidate Jack Kemp, 
Olympic medalist and ski instruc- 
tion pioneer Stein Eriksen and LP- 
GA leading money winner Annika 
Sorenstam. 

If The Yellowstone Club is per- 
ceived as a sandbox for the rich, 
that’s fine with Blixseth. “There’s 
no hiding that there are people in 
the U.S. who have tremendous 
wealth, and that’s the American 
dream,” he says. “It isn’t in my book to 



Blixseth (far right) has attracted heavy 
hitters. From left, Jack Kemp, Warren 
Miller, Howard Hedinger and Jon Reveal. 

be ashamed of wealth. I think Aspen, 
Vail, Telluride and Sun Valley are 
ostentatious. This is a place to get 
away from that.” 

But enough about the money — 
how’s the skiing? With the high tip 
pointing to the south and the steep- 
est slopes off the east, the mountain 
offers some rock-ribbed chutes and 
a long cornice. The gentler slopes 
are on the lower elevations and 
along the northern side. It’s a good 
family mountain, which is what 
most of Blixseth’s customers want. 

Five trails have already been cut 
and the eventual development will 
include four high-speed quads and a 
gondola. For now, snowcats are tak- 
ing people up the slopes — 30 a day, 
and you can go, too (see sidebar). If 
you decide you really like it — 
enough to drop a few million — 
you’re going to have to agree to one 
thing, Blixseth says: “Check your 
ego at the gate, and pick it up again 
when you leave.” ♦ 


Ski It While You Can 

nowcat skiing on Pioneer 
Mountain can be arranged by 
calling The Yellowstone Club at 
(888) 400-4949. Options range 
from day skiing ($150 to $250 per 
day) to seven-night (five ski days) 
packages that include food and lodg- 
ing at the nearby Rainbow Ranch or 
River Rock lodges. Two-day pack- 
ages in low season start at $1,121; 
five-day deluxe packages in high sea- 
son start at $4,259 (based on dou- 
ble occupancy). 
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A FEW POINTS OF INTEREST 
FOR YOUR NEXT ROAD TRIP 


FORD CHOICE NOW MAKES IT EASIER THAN EVER 
TO GET THE MOST CONTOUR FOR YOUR MONEY 


Air Conditioning 



CONTOUR With Ford Choice, we've taken the most popular Contour features and made them more afford- 
able. You can get the Contour SE Sport shown above for just $17320"- over $1,000 less than before! In fact, Contour 
LX starts at just $14,995" Any direction you go, it's an easy decision, a great value and a road well worth traveling. 


•Always wear your safety belt and secure children in the rear seat. "MSRP Tax, title extra. 

’Based on MSRP comparison of comparably equipped '98 Contour SE w/PEP 239A vs. ’98 Contour SE Sport. 


Ford Choice 


is 


HAVE YOU DRIVEN A FORD LATELY? 

1-800-258-FORD or www.forxI.com 
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The terrain at Chamonix, France, will push your limits. Make sure you’re well covered before you push your luck. 


Invest In Yourself 

Ski accidents in foreign countries can be hard on your body and your wallet Buying 
ski insurance is a simple and inexpensive way to ease the pain. By Macy Allatt 


O n her annual ski trip to Bormio, Italy, 
Gunilla Knutson broke her leg. She 
was taken to the local hospital, but 
because she didn’t have ski insurance 
she had to pay for her emergency ser- 
vices up-front. Knutson would also have had to pay 
for her surgery, which couldn’t be scheduled for 
three days. She opted instead for a cast and prepared 
to head back to the States. 

Though most of us may not think about the con- 
sequences of an injury until it’s too late, today’s 
pricey rescue and medical expenses make it essential 
to prepare for the worst, especially when skiing 
abroad. When you take an overseas ski vacation, 
purchase insurance that will cover you outside of the 
U.S. It will provide peace of mind — and it won’t 
take a huge bite out of your wallet. 

Every country has its own ski-patrol association 
with different training, credentials and require- 
ments; therefore, regulations vary on how ski- 
related accidents are handled. If a skier is injured 


within resort boundaries in the U.S., there isn’t a 
charge to get down the mountain. (Note: There are 
extra fees for helicopter assistance and transporta- 
tion from the mountain to the hospital.) Similar to 
the U.S., many international resorts will not charge 
for rescue services. While ski patrol services in Italy, 
Switzerland, Austria, Chile, Australia and New 
Zealand will get you down the mountain for free, 
there are some countries in which they won’t. 

France is one of them. Mountain rescue service is 
a big industry for the country, and it generates a 
large amount of revenue. According to Mark Labow, 
president of the International Ski Patrol Federation, 
last year, a skier could spend about $215 for an on- 
trail rescue, $415 for an off-trail recovery by tobog- 
gan or up to $42 per minute for a backcountry heli- 
copter evacuation. 

Labow says foreigners 
tend to buy ski insurance 
with their daily or weekly 
lift passes. At France’s 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Travel* Equipment* Services 


FREE 

INFORMATION 


SKI MAGAZINE 


February 1998 service expires 4/30/98 (expired cards cannot be processed) 


FREE and easy-to- receive information on the advertisers listed below is available to you! just circle the numbers on the attached card 
that correspond with listings on this page and return the postage-paid card in the mail TODAY! Or go to WWW.SKINET.COM 


RESORTS & TRAVEL 

1. Alps Tourist 
Commission 

2. Angel Fire Ski Area, 
NM (800) 633-7463 

3. Aspen, Colo. 

(800) 262-7736 

4. Beaver Creek, Colo. 
(800) 322-2057 

5. Big Mountain, Mont. 
(800) 858-5439 

6 . Big Sky Resort, Mont. 

K 548-4486 
enridge, Colo. 

m )0-BREC 
Mountain 
Region, NY 

9. Charter At Beaver 
Creek, Colo. 

10. Copper Mtn., Colo. 

(800) 544-8448 

11. Deer Valley Resort, Utah 
(800) 424-3337 

12. Hunter Mtn., N.Y. 

13. Jackson Hole, Wyo. 

(800) 443-6931 

14. Jay Peak, Vt. 

(800) 451-4449 

1 5 . Keystone, Colo. 

(800) 322-2057 

16. Killington, Vt. 

(800) 621-MTNS 

1 7. Loon Mountain, NH 
(800) 227-4191 

18. Mammoth Mtn., Calif. 

(888) 4 MAMMOTH 

19. Montana Tourism 
(800) 847-4868 

20. Mt. Hood/Clackamas 
County Tourism, Ore. 
(800) 647-3843 

21. Okemo,Vt. 

(800) 222-7275 

22. Park City Chamber 
Bureau, Utah 
(800) 453-1360 

23. Park City Mtn. Resort, 
Utah (800) 222-7275 
24 . Purgatory Resort, Colo. 

(800) 411-5785 

25. Salt Lake City C&VB 

26. Ski the Poconos 
(800) POCONOS 

27 . Smugglers’ Notch, Vt 
(800)451-8752 

28. Snowbird Resort, Utah 
(800) 453-3000 

29. Solitude, Utah 

30. Steamboat Springs, 
Colo. (800) 922-2722 

31. Stowe, Vt. 

(800) 24- STOWE 

32. Stratton Mtn.,Vt. 

(800) STRATTON 

33. Sun Valley Resort, ID 
(800) 635-8261 


34. Telluride Ski & Golf 
Resort, Colo. 

(800) 525-3455 

35 . Utah T ravel Council 
(800)200-1160x6601 

36. Vail, Colo. 

(800) 322-2057 

37. Vail Resorts 
(800) 322-2057 

38. Valdez Heli Camps, AK 
(907) 783-3243 

39. Whiteface MtnTLake 
Placid, NY 
(800)462-6236 

40. Windham Ski Mtn., NY 
(800) SKI- WINDHAM 

41. Winter Park Resort, Cob. 
(800) 972-7529 

42. Winter Place, WV 

43. SKI RENO-TAHOE 
(800) 588-SNOW 

44. Alpine Meadows 
(800) 441-4423 

45. Heavenly 

(800) 2-HEAVEN 

46. Kirkwood 


Quebec 

Winter Vacation Packages "W-W 



ToURISME QUEBEC-Call 800-363-7777 
(ask for operator 328) for your FREE '97-98 
Winter Vacation Packages brochure on Quebec. 
Come explore our universe of winter activities! 
www.tourisme.gouv.qc.ca/winter.html 


EQUIPMENT 

64. Elan 

65. Head 

66 . K2Skis 
(800) 972-4063 

67. Kastle Skis 


APPAREL 

94. Boulder Gear 
(800) 342-8088 

95. CB Sports 

96. Descente 

97. Helly Hansen 

98. Kaufman Footwear/ 
Sorel 

99. Kidsport 

100. LL. Bean 

101. Marker Ltd. 

a 462-7537 
ca Skiwear 

103. Roffe Skiwear 

MISCELLANY 

104. American Isuzu Motors 

105. Amstel Light Lift Six 
Summit Express 

106. Ericcson Cellular 
Phones 

107. ESQ Swiss Watch 

108. Evian Natural Spring 
Water 
109. Fresca 
110. Grit Gardz “Ski 



(800) 967-7500 

68. 

Marker USA 

Protection System” 

47. 

Lake Tahoe V. A. 


(800) 453-3862 

111. Ginsana 


(800) AT-TAHOE 

69. 

Morrow Snowboards 

(800) 203-2916 

48. 

Lakeland Village 

70. 

Olin Skis 

112. Honda Motors 


(800) 822-5969 

71. 

Reliable Racing 

113. Jack Daniel’s Tennessee 

49. 

Northstar- At-Tahoe 

72. 

Rossignol Binaings 

Whiskey 


(800) GO-NORTH 

73. 

Rossignol Boots 

114. Land Rover 

50. 

Reno Sparks CV&rA 

74. 

Rossignol Skis 

115. 1998 Lincoln Navigator 


(800) FOR-RENO 

75. 

Salomon 

(800) 446-8888 

51. 

Sierra- At -Tahoe 


Skis/Boots/Bindings 

116. MINIrider Lesson Program 


(916) 659-7453 

76. 

Volant Skis 

117. OnStar 

52. 

Ski Tahoe North 


(800) 852-0220 

1 18. Pontiac Grand Prix 


(800) 824-6348 

77. 

VOlkl Skis 

119. Remy Martin 

53. 

Squaw Valley USA 


(800) 264-4579 

120. RU.CXitside-UnccHnmon 


(800) 545-4350 

78. 

Tecnica Ski Boots 

Spats Gear Catalog 

54. 

Sugar Bowl, Calif. 


(800) 258-3897 

121. Saab Cars 





800-SAABUSA 

CANADA 

ACCESSORIES 

122. Skiers Edge - World’s 

55. 

Ski Canada 

79. 

Dr. Bone Savers 

#1 Ski Machine 


(888)611-2299x419 

80. 

Gordini 

123. SKiwec Lesson Program 

56. 

Mont Sutton Quebec 

81. 

Jofa Helmets 

124. Southern Comfort 

57. 

Mont Tremblant 

82. 

Kombi Gloves & 

125. Sportube-Telescoping Ski 


Reservations 


Mittens 

Case (800) 814-1311 


(800)567-6760 

83. 

Leedom Int’l 

126. Sprint 

58. 

Ski Banfl/Lake Louise 

84. 

Serengeti Eyewear 

127. Subaru 


(800)661-1431 


(800) 525-4001 

128. Toyota Tacoma 

59. 

Skican Quality Ski 

85. 

Ski Tote 

129. Volvo Cars-N. America 


Holidays (888) 475-4226 

86. 

Ski Cloth 

(800) 336-8440 

60. 

Quebec Tourism 

87. 

Swany 

130. Warren Miller 


(800)363-7777 x328 



Entertainment 

61. 

Whistler Blackcomb 

TRAVEL SERVICES 



Resorts 

88. 

Aspen Ski Tours 

CHECK OUT our website at 


(888) 284-9999 


(800) 525-2052 

www.SkjNet.com and look for this 

62. 

Whisder Resort Assoc. 

89. 

Avis 

icon to request advertiser info! 


(800) WHISTLER 

90. 

Esprit Travel 



DESTINATION SKI GUIDES 

63 . Colorado Activity Ctr. 
(800) 925-8642 


) 4-SKIING 

91. Northwest Airlines 
(800) 435-9752 

92. Travel to Austria 

93. United Vacations 
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BUY DIRECT & SAVE 

HOME DELIVERY 


Commercial Units Available 


1 - 800 - 842-1324 


HEALTHY SKIER 


Trois Valines — Courchevel, Les 
Menuires, Val Thorens and Meribel — 
ski insurance adds 25 francs (approxi- 
mately $5) to a daily lift ticket. This cov- 
ers the ski patrol bringing you off the 
mountain, transportation to the hospital 
and most emergency services at the hos- 
pital. Beware: The ticket salesperson will 
not necessarily offer you ski insurance. 
You must ask for it. 



. "v ft tilt* snow r ft 

Steamboat Springs has produced more Olympic skiers than any 
other town in America. Join us in Ski Town USA to find out why. 

2 & 3 Day Clinics 
Private coaching 

Racing, Moguls, Powder, Carving 
Kids & Adults - Ages 5 to 75 
Women Only Clinics 

- BIG Improvement 
lant Replay" Video Analysis 
Billy Kidd and 

Nelson Carmichael 
Olympic Coaches Erik Steinberg 
Park Smalley and other Olympians 
Money Back Guarentee 

To book Billy Kidd Performance Center programs 
and for additional information call... 

lot^vai 

STIAHAOAT 0N1INI 

A wide variety of Steamboat information is available on the 
World Wide Web, including focts about the mountain, ticket 
prices, instruction, rentals, lodging and dining. Steamboat 
Online also features "Straight Talk" ski report, a daily update 
on trails and conditions from an eyewitness perspective. 

• Steamboat Online http://www.steomboot-ski.com/ski 

•e-mail,. i jLZS bkcenter@steamboot-ski.com 


IsrETSON)! Jeep. t B ^ 
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An Industry Support Program of the Skiing Company 


Other ways to get ski insurance in 
France are with Carte Neige or through a 
plan provided by your travel agent. 
Carte Neige — a card issued by Ski 
France that raises money for the national 
ski team — offers coverage at all the ski 
areas in France. The card, which should 
always be carried with you when skiing, 
offers free mountain rescue, a search par- 
ty if necessary, initial transport off the 
mountain (via helicopter, toboggan or 
ambulance), transportation to the local 
medical center and most emergency ser- 
vices. The card can be purchased at any 
of the mountains and this year costs ap- 
proximately $38 for the season. Weekly 
cards are also available and offer a good 
value over purchasing daily coverage. 

Many travel agencies and ski-tour 
operators offer travel insurance, which 
includes medical coverage. For instance. 
Tourist Insurance Services, Inc., located 
in Kalispell, Mont., offers $10,000 in 
emergency medical coverage and costs 
anywhere from $12 to $200, depending 
on the cost of your trip. So, if you book 
your ski trip through tour operators 
such as Moguls Ski and Snowboard 
Tours, Skican Ltd. or Esprit Travel Net- 
work, ask about insurance and make 
sure it will cover your activities. Be 
aware that these plans typicaUy last only 
14 days and each family member must 
pay a premium as well. 

Before buying, look at the fine print 
on your own insurance policy: It will 
usually cover injury up to 30 days out- 
side of the States and sometimes longer. 
According to Earl Gronkiewicz at 
Worldwide Assistance Services, you 
should verify how long your own health 
coverage wiU last, then, if necessary, get 
a supplemental plan through another 
company that wiU cover you skiing. “The 
bottom line is that the rules of the game 
change when you go outside the U.S.,” 
says Gronkiewicz. 

If you arrive at a foreign hospital 
without insurance, you’ll face an 
avalanche of paperwork and a large fee. 
In most cases, you must guarantee pay- 
ment before you are even admitted for 
care, and you may or may not be reim- 
bursed. Get ski insurance. Says Labow, 
“It brings you right home.” ♦ 
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Continued from page 58 

Excitement in Angel Fire is limited to 
a few nightspots, Jasper’s and Zebediah’s, 
a living artifact where the early outlaws 
surely hung out, the sort one hopes to find 
at least once at every resort. On this Sat' 
urday night, Zeb’s is strangely quiet, save 
for the soft click of a cue ball. “Most of the 
women went to a beefcake show and 1 
guess the men got miffed and stayed 
home,” the bartender postulated. 

A woman at the end of the bar twist' 
ed a mouth that held a Marlboro and a 
quick laugh. “These macho men just 
don’t get it,” she chuckled. “The women 
get so steamed up at these things, they 
hit the town looking for guys.” 

Despite all the bright, new beginnings 
up on the ski mountain, not everyone in 
Angel Fire has learned how to make the 
most of potential. ♦ 

Almanac 

GffRUO THERE Air travelers arrive through 
Albuquerque, 3 hours away. Daily shuttle service 
is available at the airport 
IdFT Tickets Adult tickets cost $36; kids, $20; 
seniors 65 and over ski free. 

LOPCHMO The slopeside Angel Fire Resort Ho- 
tel, with 139 rooms and an indoor pool, is 
$ 1 09- 1 89 per night Condos within a walk of the 
lifts cost $ 1 30 per night for a studio, $225 for a 
three-bedroom. Midweek and off-season dis- 
counts are available. Call (800) 633-7463. 

Donna Dining is low-key. Senor T-Bones in the 
Angel Fire Resort Hotel is the lone restaurant 
with ambiance and a decent wine list it features 
steaks, fish and pasta for $I0-$I6. The Elkhom 
restaurant serves southwestern fare for $9 tops. 
Btaiorks Open Thanksgiving through March, 
Angel Fire has 400 acres with 62 trails, a base 
elevation of 8,600 feet and a 2,200-foot vertical 
drop. Lifts include the state’s first high-speed 
quad, four doubles and one surface lift. 
Call (800) 633-7463. 

DOM*T MISS From the top of the new Chile 
Express, enjoy the stunning view of the Moreno 
Valley and Wheeler Peak, New Mexico’s tallest 
mountain at 1 3. 1 60 feet. 

AnfiB4D Armani pants don’t wear barbecue 
sauce well, so dress casual. Check out Aldo’s 
Cantina at the base lodge, Zebediah's in town or 
the Lucky Shoe, 1 1 miles down Highway 64. 
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lake Tahoe 


Lake Tahoe 


Vail 


Banff, Canada 


Colorado 


aspen 


TO PLACE A DESTINATION GUIDE AD. PLEASE CALL 800.777.86A2 


Vail Resorts. Colorado at it’s Peak 
Vail • Beaver Creek 
Breckenridge • Keystone 

Now that Vail, Beaver Creek, Breckenridge & 
Keystone have joined together you can ski 
four world-class resorts on one lift ticket & 
make your Colorado vacation plans with just 
one phone call! Call us for airline & lift 
tickets, lodging, ski vacation packages & more! 

888.233.2826 

www.snow.com 


Condominiums and hotel rooms from the 
surprisingly affordable to Rocky Mountain 
refined. Located just steps from the Aspen 
Mountain Gondola and the heart of 
downtown. Pools, Jacuzzis, 
on-site management. 

Aspen Snowmass 
Lodging Company 

800.321.7025 

970.925.2260 Fax: 970.925.2264 
www.aspenonline.com/aspenlodgingco 


Tahoe’s best of the best! Fabulous ski 
condos, cozy cabins, and lakefront 
properties offer all the comforts of home. 
Located within minutes of the sld resorts and 
casinos. Relax in your hot tub and gaze upon a 
beautiful Tahoe sunset after a day on the 
slopes. Privately owned accommodations from 
1 to 12 bedrooms. Ski packages available. 
“Call for a free color brochure” 

LAKE TAHOE 

LODGING 

800.654.5253 

www.Iaketahoelodging.com 


Minutes to Vail Village. 

1,2 & 2+ LOFT FULLY 
EQUIPPED CONDOMINIUMS. 

• Hot tubs • Indoor/outdoor heated pool 
• Exercise room •Free Shuttle 

Sandstone Creek Club 
800.421. 1098 EXT .200 

www.tosld.com 

E Mail: sandstone-creek-club@tosld.com 


The Rim rock, 
Banff’s only 4 
Diamond Luxury 
Resort, offers 345 
exquisitely 
appointed rooms 
and suites. 
Rejuvenate your- 
self at our Health 
Club with indoor 
pool and jacuzzi. 

Rimrock Ski 
Packages include 
lift tickets to Banff 
Mt. Norquay, Sunshine and Lake Louise. 
Ski the Canadian Rockies in style - at 
The Rimrock Resort Hotel. 


Reservations: 

^R'MROCk 800.661. 1587 

www.rimrockresort.com 

Mountain Avenue, P.O. Box 1110, Banff, 
Alberta, Canada TOL 0C0 


• Ski Condos 

• Mountain Chalets 

• Executive Homes 

• Heavenly, Squaw Valley, Alpine 
Meadows locations. 

• Private hot tubs, fireplaces 
available. 

Call for a brocbure/video 

800.544.3234 

916.544.3234 
Fax: 916.542. i860 

www.tahoeaccommodations.com 












making any predictions on who’ll win in Nagano. For 
“Olympic Memories," Edith hooked up with fellow 
Olympians to learn their greatest five-ring moments, and 
wasn’t surprised to find that they usually didn’t involve 
medals or award ceremonies. 

The U.S.’s best hope for medals in the snow sports arguably 
rests with the women’s mogul team and its leader, our third 
cover subject, Donna Weinbrecht. Weinbrecht took gold at 
the Albertville Olympics and had won 46 World Cup events 
coming into this season. But she is not the only American with 
medal aspirations. Talented teammates Liz McIntyre and Ann 
Battelle have also won on the World Cup, and McIntyre is the 
1994 Olympic silver medalist. SKI contributor Susan Reifer 
visited with the threesome during summer training at Ore' 
gon’s Mt. Hood. The resulting “Triple Threat” reveals a most 
unique, enduring and professional partnership among these 
three world-class athletes. 

“Darkhorse of Nagano” is a story that you won’t see in the 
mainstream press. Its subject, Bernhard Knauss, is not well- 
known outside of the racing community, but he represents 
one of Nagano’s most heart-warming stories. Hank McKee, 
who has covered Knauss’ unprecedented pro career as a staff 
writer for Ski Racing magazine, reveals the details behind 
Knauss’ recovery from a mysterious illness as a teenager, his 
arrival and ascent on the U.S. Pro Tour, and finally, his deci- 
sion to return to amateur status and attempt to race in the 
Olympic giant slalom. 

Nagano was once a sleepy town, best known as the site for 
the 1,400-year-old Zenkoji Temple, a place of pilgrimage for all 
Japanese. But as Ken Castle discovers in “One Night In 
Nagano,” the Olympic host is now a city of contradictions, 
home to both the temple’s Gate of Paradise and a growing red 
light district. With 1,000 bars, this is not a quaint alpine village 


like those that used to 
host the Winter Games — 
the Lake Placids and Garmis- 
ches of the world — but a place full 
of culture and life. 

And what would the Olympics be without trendsetting 
uniforms? SKI Style Editor Megan Henry and Photo Editor 
Tim Hancock dug through the photo archives to chronicle the 
fashion history of the U.S. Ski Team, from 1936 to present, in 
“Olympic Uniforms.” From V-neck sweaters to skin-tight 
downhill suits, these Olympic outfits show that ski style has 
come a long way. 

Jake Burton, the father of snowboarding, will watch with 
some trepidation as his sport makes its Olympic debut. While 
Burton is pleased to see snowboarding get its due, he is under- 
standably concerned that it will fall into the same trap that af- 
flicts alpine ski racing. Like skiing, snowboarding as an 
Olympic sport falls under the antiquated arm of the FIS, a rela- 
tionship that athletes and the industry have bitterly fought. In 
fact, the same snowboarders who broke down barriers to 
bring youth and vitality to the ski hill may also bring change to 
organized snow competition. They have banded with skiers 
and ski companies in an attempt to change the way ski compe- 
tition is run. In “King of the Hill,” Reade Bailey looks at the 
Burton legacy, both in his home and workplace, and reveals 
the child-like enthusiasm and passion for his sport that are at 
the root of his success. 

Enjoy the Games. Your next chance to see prime-time snow 
sports will be Salt Lake in 2002 — four long years away. 




From The Top 

Continued from page 13 
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Aspen ski Tcnm, Inc. 

-u 


Ask for our 64-page 
color brochure. 


We Specialize in Last-Minute Bookings to: 


Aspen / Snowmoss / Vail / Beaver Creek / Winter Park / Steamboat 
Telluride / Crested Butte / Breckenridge / Copper Mountain / Keystone 
Purgatory / Jackson Hole / Big Sky / Heavenly / Lake Tahoe 
Whistler / Banff / Lake Louise / Taos / Park City / Snowbird 
Deer Valley / Sun Valley / Switzerland & Austria 

Complete packages including air, accommodations, ski-lift rickets, rental cars, 
transfers and more, all at unbearable prices and tailored to fit your specific needs. 


C(dTo^faraCoinp«<Wv»Qiii>M 

800 - 525-2052 

aoo 3 , spring sr. • aspen Colorado • 970-925-9500 . m 970-925-5506 • www.skitours.com 
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TURBO FAN 

PRESCRIPTION 


BUILT-IN FAN BLASTS 
AWAY FOG! 


THE ULTIMATE IN 
PRESCRIPTION 
GOGGLES. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. J 


1 - 800 - 459-4903 



This card can stop a bullet. 

It's only a piece of paper, but 
this little card carries a lot 
of weisht. Keepins millions of 
kids off drugs, out of gangs and 
in school. To learn how you 
can help the Boys & Girls Clubs, 
call: 1-800-854-Club. 


The Positive Place For Kids 



'Try before you buy' is 
the only approach to 
purchasing new equipment. 
We tested over 200 models 
and now you can test the 
best the industry has to 
offer. With 47 gold medal 
skis to choose from, and 
models to suit every skier's 
style and ability, you will ski 
better faster. We don't sell 
skis, we simply help you find 
the pair that's right for you. 

For reservations, call 

800 - 458-9996 


DEMi 

CENTER 

at Pinnacle Ski & Sports 

Stowe, Vermont 


A SKI Magazine industry support program. 


Jake Burton 

Continued from page 67 

boarders a day make the pilgrimage. 
The lobby is a shrine to the sport, filled 
with two decades of Burton boards, 
catalogs and photos. There’s also a 
comfortable couch, foosball table, pin- 
ball machine and six TV sets playing 
snowboard videos. A floor-to-ceiling 
window looks out onto the factory 
floor, where workers are building next 
year’s models. The adjoining retail store 
is open 8 am to 8 pm seven days a week 
and sells everything Burton makes. 

Jake’s home, a 45-minute drive 
away, is also unassuming on the out- 
side. The basement has a pool table, 
Ping-Pong table and a 16-by-32-foot in- 
door soccer arena with artificial turf 
and two goals. In case you forget your 
sneakers, nearby shelves hold 15 pairs of 
indoor soccer shoes, the sizes written 
neatly on the heels, bowling-shoe style. 
His huge home office has every board 
and clothing item in the Burton line so 
Jake can test-ride a new outfit and 
board every day. 

Next to the house is what appears to 
be an old Vermont bam, but is actually 
a guest house made from salvaged bam 
wood. The garage level of the guest 
house and the main house’s basement 
are connected by a 50-yard-long tunnel. 
But why walk when you can ride? Jake 
keeps several skateboards handy and 
rides them through the tunnel. 

It is here, in the tunnel, that I see yet 
another example of Jake’s fascination 
with simple, child-like pleasures. His 3- 
year-old, Taylor, loves kneeling on one 
of the skateboards and riding through 
the tunnel like a surfer paddling out to 
catch a wave. Jake and I sit on a couch 
tucked into an alcove about halfway 
down the tunnel. Because of an S-curve 
in the tunnel, we can’t see Taylor but 
we can hear the whirring sound of the 
skateboard wheels. 

Suddenly, Taylor comes rolling into 
view, leaning his weight into the turn, a 
blissful grin on his little face. He 
whizzes by us and then rolls out of 
sight around the next corner. Jake 
Burton, the guy who has shared his sim- 
ple vision of sliding sideways on snow 
with millions of people, turns to me and 
says, “Now that’s cool.” ♦ 
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T H E 


HERRADURA BLOODY MARIA. 


SKI TOWNS 


Continued from page 40 
library, a great grocery store, a decent 
espresso shop, several top-notch ski and 
bike shops, a couple of video rental 
places, a few great restaurants and a 
movie theater that gets first-run movies 
the same week they open in Los Angeles. 
Reno, with its international airport, 
shopping malls and discount stores such 
as WalMart and Costco, is conveniently 
located just over the hill. And Mt. Rose 
Ski Area, which gets Tahoe’s highest, dri- 
est snowfall, is just 15 minutes from town. 
Tahoe’s famous 14-mile Flume Trail ride, 
which contains one of the most 
renowned stretches of single track in the 
West, is easily accessible from every cor- 
ner of town. Best of all, the low-key com- 
munity has none of what refugees from 
the city are fleeing; those who do find 
themselves craving hustle, bustle and at- 
titude can get their fix on peak weekends 
in Squaw Valley and Tahoe City. 

In addition, because Incline Village 
started out as a planned community, it 
offers a full complement of recreational 
facilities, available to residents at a dis- 
count and managed by something called 
the Incline Village General Improvement 
District (IVGID). During high season, 
greens fees on Incline’s Championship 
golf course run $100 for nonresidents but 
only $35 for property owners. Lift tick- 
ets at Incline’s family-oriented Diamond 
Peak Ski Area run $37 a day for adults — 
except for property owners, who pay on- 
ly $8 a day. The community’s greatest 
problem seems to be the constant in- 
fighting that occurs on the IVGID’s 
Board of Trustees, where politicking 
over the cost of golf passes for home- 
owners or improvements at the ski area 
is never-ending. 

“There aren’t many other hassles 
here," says Steve Hand. And while the 
continuing influx of billionaires may be 
perturbing to some, it’s a phenomenon 
that doesn’t seem to be affecting the 
tenor of the town. “It’s a friendly place to 
live with easy access to mountain 
biking, skiing and all the other outdoor 
activities we like,” says Hand. “You’ll 
never know how beautiful this place is 
until you look at Lake Tahoe for the first 
time. It takes your breath away.” ♦ 
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2 nd Annual Ski 93 World Pro Ski 
Classic & Pro Am Competition- 
Waterville Valley 

February 25-26, 1998 

2 nd Annual Ski 93 World Pro Ski 
Classic & Pro Am Competition- 
Cannon Mountain 

February 27-28, 1998 

Ski 93 24 Hour Ski a thon 
Bretton Woods - March 7-8, 1998 

Ski 93 Rock n’ Roll 
Dual Mogul Challenge 
Loon Mountain - April 11, 1998 



M O T A I N Woods'^ 

©Waterville Valley 


For complete vacation packages call: 

1 -800-WE-SKI-93 

Visit our website at: www.ski93.com 
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1-800-445-2714. CANADA: 1-800-865-0641. FAX 212-779-5568 


MARKET 


REAL ESTATE/SALES 
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COLORADO 


ASPEN - REDSTONE AREA LAND. 35 Acres, borders Ma- 
roon Belles wilderness. Well permit & country approvals in- 
cluded! 1200' along Big Kline Creek. Beautiful red rock views 
& Aspen grouves. Lots of privacy, remote yet accessible. 
Owner financing @ $189,900. Call 1-800-814-7024, RSL. 


( IIALETS/HOIJSKS FOR SALIi 


COLORADO 


VAIL/BEAVER CREEK. Condominiums, homes, lots, rental 
income programs. 800-627-VAIL. Vail Realty & Rental Man- 
agement. www.vailrealty.com 

UTAH 


PARK CITY/ DEER VALLEY- SKI. INVEST, OWN IN 2002. 
CONDOS, HOMES, LAND GREG STEVENS, WARDLEY 
BETTER HOMES & GARDENS. CALL 800-635-9808; VISIT 
WWW.UT-HOMES.COM 


RENTAL HOMES/RESORTS 
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UTAH 


FABULOUS HUGE STUDIO-Sleeps 4 Plus, 10 miles From 
ALTA. SNOWBIRD. Hottub, HBO. Fireplace. $75 nightly. 
1 -801 -944-WEST (9378). 

VERMONT 


CANADA 


WHISTLER 3BR Cabin, Newly renovated, Hot tub, Laundry, 
Fireplace, Minutes to lifts, Available weekly. (604)980-7093. 

COLORADO 


BRECKENRIDGE Central Lodging Co. has homes and large 
condos, ski-in/ out to in the woods. SKI FREE/ STAY FREE 
and other discounted custom packages. 800-858-5885. e- 

maif sldbcl.com 

BRECKENRIDGE, 5 Bedrooms Plus Loft,, 4 Baths, Sleeps 
12-14. Book now. Reasonable rates. (310) 276-0534. 

SECLUDED SPACIOUS LUXURY MOUNTAIN HOME ON 
20 ACRES NEAR BRECKENRIDGE. SPECTACULAR PAN- 
ORAMIC VIEWS. WELL-PLOWED ROADS. 3 BEDROOMS. 
2 DELUXE BATHS. BUILT-IN PIT. HUGE FIREPLACE. HOT- 
TUB. SUNDECKS. COMPLETELY EQUIPPED. WASHER. 
DRYER. VCR. SLEEPS 8. $240 NITE. (847)835-4854. 

BEAUTIFUL TOWNHOME IN BRECKENRIDGE, NEAR 
SNOWFLAKE LIFT, SLEEPS 8, HOT TUB, OWNER 
(773)278-9346, (847)438-3228, www.cyberconnect.com/ 

breckenridge 


BRECKENRIDGE, Private, Family-Owned 
Mountain Homes. Best Locations / On Slopes! All 
Amenities Imaginable! Perfect Ski Vacations, 
Corporate Gataways, Reunions, Weddings, 
Summer Retreats. Sleep 4-22, t -800-343-3088. 

Cozy home in BRECKENRIDGE. sleeps 8, hot tub. quiet 
neighborhood. 5 blocks to town, toll-free 1-888-344-3221. 
thiel@colorado.net 


BRECKENRIDGE UPSCALE HOME IN TOWN, BY 
SHUTTLE, 4BR, 3BA, SLEEPS 2-20. HOTTUB, EX- 
TRAS. NON-SMOKING, $350-5525/ NIGHT. OWNER 
1 -800-699-4541 . http://www.brecknet.com/wgtn/ 
home.html 


KILLINGTON- CHALET KILLINGTON, Skiers' Bed and 
Breakfast on Killington Road. Free ski shuttle. Fireside Pub, 
Amenities, Location. Hot tub, Sauna, Super Rates, Call: 
1-800-451-4105 
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CALIFORNIA/NEVADA 


LAKE TAHOE ACCOMMODATIONS Heavenly, Squaw Val- 
ley, Diamond Peak locations. Brochure/Video available or our 
ski condos, secluded cabins & executive homes. 
1-800-544-3234, email: lta@TahoeAccommodations.com 
http://www.TahoeAccommodatlons.com 

LAKE TAHOE: LUXURY HOUSE NEAR HEAVENLY. 
SLEEPS 10-12. MOUNTAIN VIEWS, SPA + SAUNA, 
SUNDECK. NON-SMOKING. $400/ DAY, $2,100/ 
WEEK. OWNER 1-800-424-7395. 


NORTH LAKE TAHOE Alpine Meadows, 2BR + Loft, Urge 
Deck, Hottub, Fireplace. Sleeps 6-8. 714-650-1869. 

NORTH TAHOE- Deluxe Alpine Meadows Chalet 4BD, 3BA, 
2 Fireplaces, Sunny Deck, Spa, Views, Owner. 
(408)866-5490. 

N.TAHOE- ALPINE MEADOWS close to SQUAW VALLEY 
4BR, 2BA, fireplace. Avoid traffic delay from Tahoe City 
1-800-200-1320. 


SOUTH LAKE TAHOE CABINS, CONDOS, HOMES. 
BEST SELECTION AT HEAVENLY. FULLY 
EQUIPPED 1 to 6 BEDROOMS. Jacuzzis, fireplace, 
lakeviews. SELECTIVE ACCOMMODATIONS 

800-242-5367 (800)CHALETS 

SQUAW VALLEY- Luxurious, Urge, 6BR, 4 1/2BA, Fully 
Equipped. Walk to Slope. Loft. Spa, Piano, Garage. 
(415)292-5628. 


TAHOE RENTAL CONNECTION. SOUTH TAHOE Ski 
Chalets, Condos, Lakefront Houses, Clean, Eco- 
nomical Cabins, Hottubs. Collect 916-542-2777, 
1-800-542-2100 California. 


TAHOE SOUTH 6 FABULOUS PRIVATE HOMES. NEAR 
CASINOS. HEAVENLY. FIREPLACES. SPAS, HEATED 
POOL. $300-$400 p/n. BROCHURE. 1-800-822-1460. Web: 
http://www.ivacation.com/p5843.htm http:// 

www.ivacation.com/p5844.htm http://www.ivacation.com/ 
p5070.htm 


BRECKENRIDGE, COPPER KEYSTONE, VAIL. BEAUTI- 
FUL 5 BEDROOM LOG HOME; SECLUDED; TREES; 
RIVER; GREAT VIEWS. 303-329-6559. 

BRECKENRIDGE 4BR 4BA on the Blue River, sleeps 8-10. 
Walking distance to town, on shuttle route. Hot tub, W/D. 
Non-smoking, no pets Owner 1-800-339-4886. 


BRECKENRIDGE/ KEYSTONE: Luxury Homes, PRIVATE 
HOTTUB, Spectacular Views, Fireplaces, Sleep 8-12. Rea- 
sonable, year-round http://wwte.com/colorado/dillon 1 .htm 
(303)680-1977. 



White Cloud Lodging Co: 1 300 34-5-0593 


BRECKENRIDGE COLORADO 

Area's largest selection of luxury ski homes: 

• 2-9 bedroom houses (sleep 6-28) 

• Adjacent homes for larger groups 

• Exceptional amenities 

• Call toll-free for FREE catalogue 

e-mail: wcloud@Brecknet.com 
WWW: http://www.white-cloud.com 


BRECKENRIDGE- Contemporary Victorian Home in Town, 
Sleeps 6-10. Great View, Hot Tub, Amenities. Owner Rates, 
1-888-376-6320. 


BRECKENRIDGE, KEYSTONE, COPPER Lux- 
urious 5BR, 3-1/2BA, Gourmet Kitchen, Billiard 
Room, Hot Tub, Owner Rents 1-800-982-8245. 
E-mail: waldow32@aol.com 

BRECKENRIDGE: 4BR, 2-1/2BA HOME ON PEAK 7, HOT 
TUB. DECK. VIEW. FIREPLACE. SLEEPS 10. DIS- 
COUNTED RATE 1-800-565-0481. 


BRECKENRIDGE 3100SQ.FT. SPECTACULAR 
MOUNTAINSIDE HOME, INTOWN, 4BR, 4BA, PRI- 
VATE HOTTUB, SAUNA, 3 FIREPLACES, SKIHIL- 
LVIEW, NONSMOKING, $260-8525/ NIGHT, YEAR- 

ROUND, OWNER 1-847-838-0008. 

Breckenridge, Luxurious, Executive home, Spa, Sauna, Fire- 
place. Pool Table. W/D. Gourmet Kitchen, Garage, Walk to 
town. On bus route. Non-smoking. 800-344-2899 


BRECKENRIDGE: LUXURY HOUSE IN TOWN. 

SLEEPS 22 PEOPLE. HOT TUB, CABLE TV, SUN- 
DECK. 1-800-547-9055 WEEKDAYS. http:// 
www.skinetcom/classifieds/ads/lsalmon 


COLORADO 


BRECKENRIDGE luxury home 3BR, 2BA, Hot tub, views, 
amenities, sleeps 8, no smoking/ pets. 1-800-981-3992. 

BRECKENRIDGE, KEYSTONE, VAIL: New home. 3Br, 
3-1/2Ba, hot tub, amenities, sleeps 10, non-smokers, 
$150-550/ night, $725/ night (Christmas). Owner 
(248)547-8383 


BRECKENRIDGE, Peak 7, Fox Paw Haus, sleeps 8. 3BD/ 
3BA, plus loft, Hot tub. Cozy, Complete, Convenient! Reser- 
vations (970)453-9124, 1-888-453-4557, foxpaw- 

©colorado.net 

BRECKENRIDGE: Rustic Chalet. 4BR/3BA + Loft, W/D, 2 
Kitchens, 2 Living Rooms w/2 Fireplaces, Sunroom w/Hottub. 
Sleeps up to 1 6. Owner. 1 -800-535-9569 (62) ! 

BRECKENRIDGE- Large Luxury Custom Log Home. 3-4 j 
Bedrooms + Loft, 3 Bath. Spectacular Views, Hottub, 3 Fire- 
places $1 ,200/week. 612-915-1164 

BRECKENRIDE: NEW 4BR/ 3BA or 3BR/ 2BA, Gourmet 
Kitchen, 1.5 Miles From Town. Mountain Decor. Sleeps 8-12. 
Owner 303-670-3513. www.bewellnet.com/nnichols 


DILLON/ FRISCO/ WILDERNESTI Smoke-Free Luxury Ac 
commodations. Outstanding Views, Locations 
Amenities. Brochure, 1-800-870-4754. MILLER LODGING 
www.ewinc.com/mlc.html 


DILLON, PINEY POINT CHALET. Beautiful 5 bedroom, 4 
bath home, sleeps 1 1 . Fireplace. Ski 5 areas. Excellent rates 
year around. 5 night minimum. Brochure available. Wm An- 
drews (816) 942-3456. 

DILLON SPACIOUS MOUNTAIN HOME. 4BR, 3BA, Great 
View! Centrally Located. Comfortably Furnished, Reason- 
able. Brochure (303)337-2335. 

DURANGO Year Round 4Bdrm, Loft, Furnished, Adjoining 
San Juan Mts. Ski Purgatory. Drive Scenic Skyway To Tellu- 
ride. Narow Gauge To Silverton. Fish, Golf. Bike, Swim: Greg 
Jameson (970)247-5924, Fax (970)247-3898. 


FRISCO: 3-4 Bedrooms. 2-3 1/2 Baths. Fireplace. W/D, VCR, 
Garage Hot Tub, Sleeps 8-12, Shuttle, (970)668-5408. 

KEYSTONE/ BRECKENRIDGE. “The Consumer’s Alterna- 
tive" SAVE! 50 Condo/ Home Choices. BIG LIFT TICKET 
DISCOUNTS ($12- $15 off) PRIVATE HOT TUBS! 
1-800-750-1657, 800-750-7293. 303-744-9020. Web: 

www.seymour1odging.com 

SNOWMASS/ Aspen. Comfortable five bedroom chalet, fully 
equipped, fireplace, hot tub, sauna, two miles from slopes, 
free shuttle. owner rates, (770)587-5777, FAX 
(770)587-9566. 


SPECIAL PLACES OF STEAMBOAT for HOME RENTALS. 
VISIT OUR WEB SITE TO VIEW HOME COLLECTION. 
steamboat-specialplcs.com or Call 1-800-848-1960. 

STEAMBOAT: BY OWNERS. LUXURIOUS HOME. FAN- 
TASTIC VIEWS. 4BR/ 4BA, HOTTUB. STEAM. 4TV's, 
2VCR’s, 2FP's. 1BR/ 1BA UNIT AVAILABLE (713)960-1001, 

(713)467-6787, BROCHURE. 


"STEAMBOAT BY OWNERS” Beautiful 
Homes, Fully Equipped, Hot Tubs and Views, 
Sleep upto 12. 1-800-590-SNOW(7669), E-Mail: 
skicondo@sprynet.com or visit us at 
www.Hoa.com/tnt 

STEAMBOAT DELUXE SKI- MTN. 6BDRMS. 5 1/2BTHS. 
HOTTUB, DECK, VIEWS, REUNION PERFECT, SLEEPS 
18. OWNER DISCOUNTS (370)879-1667 


STEAMBOAT LODGING. 800-525-4537. Pri- 
vately owned homes/condominiums. Kids Ski 
Free. Amenities. Affordable. Personalized. Mt. 
Cwllar f - ' ~ 

STEAMBOAT: ON MOUNTAIN. 3BDRM. 3 BATH. HOT 
TUB, LUXURY, SLEEPS 8. TRAMPOLINE SHUTTLE LINE 
970-879-0449. 


STEAMBOAT- SPECTACULAR MOUNTAINSIDE HOME 
Sleeps 10. Hottub, Fireplace, Sauna, Sundeck, Cable, 
Laundry, Garage. Free Skiing! $295-$495. Owner 
904-285-2192. 


STEAMBOAT’S FINEST SKI-fN/ OUT LUXURY HOME, 
Sleeps 16 to 20, Indoor & Outdoor Party Hot Tubs, Sauna, 
Billiard Room, Etc... 1-800-523-9384. 
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STEAMBOAT VILLAGE- Our mountainside home, 6 bed- 
rooms, Sleeps 18. Pool Table, Hot Tub, 2 Fireplaces. Rated 
Economy/ Excellent. 303-694-0026. 

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS. CO. Most elegant 
home 5BR, 4-1/2BA, Jacuzzi, Dry Sauna, & Sub- 
urban auto. RENT DIRECT SAVE 40%! 
(512)327-5767, (512)329-4203. 

VAIL/ BEAVER CREEK- 30, fine homes to choose from. 
1-5BRs. Best skiing in the world. Competitive Rates. Sea- 
sonal rentals available. Ask about pets! McVey & Company 
(800)544-5236. 


WINTER PARK, Luxury Home Sleeps 16. Hot Tub, Fireplace, 
5BR, 5BA, On the Shuttle Route. 970-726-4320. 


MONTANA 


BIG SKY 7,000 Sq.Ft. 7BD, 4 1/2BA, INDOOR POOL. JAC- 
CUZZI, POOL TABLE. S550+/NT. BROCHURE YEAR 
ROUND. 406-995-4185. 


BIG SKY: Chalet at lifts. 6 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms Sleeps 
12. Families from 32400/week. (707)485-1073, 


BIG SKY: SKHN/ SKI-OUT CHALET, CONTEMPORARY 4 
BEDROOM, 4 BATH, SPA, SAUNA, VIEWS. $2200/ 
WEEKLY. (612)941-6096. 


NEW MEXICO 


TAOS. 1, 2, and 4 bedroom guest homes. Lovely views. Hot 
tubs, fireplaces. (505)758-7989. 


TAOS- VACATION HOME RENTALS- Great private homes. 
condos, ski getaways. Call Lucy Holmes: 800-858-3820. 

UTAH 


MINUTES TO ALTA SNOWBIRD LUXURY FURNISHED 3-5 
BEDROOM HOUSES, CAPACITY 12. LONGER RENTALS 

DISCOUNTED. 1-800-905-9828. 

ALTA. BRIGHTON, SNOWBIRD. SOLITUDE, Deluxe 
Amenities, Hottub. Fireplace. Double Garage, Near 
Everything. Owner/ Broker 1-800-231-0691. 

ALTA, SNOWBIRD Secluded 3BR Mountain Home. Resort 
Location. Spectacular Views. 2BA, Fireplace. Laundry. Bro- 
chure 801-942-5219. 


ALTA/SNOWBIRD. COTTONWOOD SKI ACCOMMODA- 
TIONS. DELUXE CONDOMINIUMS & HOMES. 2-12 BED- 
ROOMS. FULLY FURNISHED, FIREPLACE. HOTTUB. 
$155-$395. OWNER OPERATED. 1-800-574-5044, http:// 
www.utahski.com 


ALTA, SNOWBIRD SKIHOUSE, Unique Contemporary, 
4000 Ft. Sleeps 10, Hot Tub, And Many Other Amenities, 
1-800-347-1297. 


PARK CITY 4 bedroom 3-1/2 bath home, satellite TV, VCR, 
fireplace, microwave, garage, laundry (801)783-2496. 

RUSTIC PARK CITY EXECUTIVE HOME. 4BD, 4BA, 4 Fire- 
places, Sleeps 12. Hot tub, Adjacent to X-Country Ski 
Course, Near lift, 1/2 Block from free Transportation, 
Complete Recreation Room. 1-800-422-9997. 


PARK CITY SKI CHALET. 2 Blocks to Resort, 4 plus Bed- 
rooms, 3 Baths, Sleeps 10 plus, Pool table, Hot Tub, Fire- 
place, Walking Distance to Downtown & Resort, Dyna- 
mite Ski Rental, 1-800-422-9997. 


PARK CITY: 6 BEDROOM 4 BATH HOUSE, EXCELLENT 
LOCATION, SPA. SAT. - SAT. IN HIGH SEASON 

800-553-2284. 


PARK CITY New Deluxe 3,4,& 5 BR HOMES (W/3.4.&5 
BA). Hottubs, fireplaces, luxurious furnishings and best 
location. Call Resortside Homes. 800-255-6163. http:// 
www.resort8ide.com 


PARK CITY SKI-IN-OUT. CHARMING LOG HOME 3BR, 
PRIVATE HOTTUB+. WALK TO TOWN. $1500-2200/ WK. 
OWNER (800)484-9667 EXT.8824 


PARK CITY. Well Appointed Luxury Home in DEER VALLEY 
Sleeps 8-10, 4 Bedrooms, 5 Baths. Views, (801)942-6456. 

PARK CITY- Luxury Home 3BR. 2BA, Fireplace, Steamer, 
2-car Garage, in town, 1 mile from resort. 757-431-2855, 

801-649-2251. 


PARK CITY SPECTACULAR FOUR & SEVEN BEDROOM, 
HOT-TUB, SKI-ACCESS HOMES FROM $395 AND $585 
NIGHTLY. (800)232-UTAH(8824); www.ski-utah.com, 
skiutah1OO0aol.com 


SKI HOMES OF UTAH. Furnished homes and 
condos with amenities. Economy to Deluxe, 1 to 
7 bedrooms, minutes to all major resorts. 7 
Bedroom/5 Bath Viscayne House-Licensed to 
Sleep up to 19. 800-366-8575. 


BROMLEY. MAGIC. STRATTON. LARGE CHALET 
SLEEPS EIGHT. CLEAN, MOOERN, FIREPLACES. 
PHONE, TV, MOUNTAIN VIEW. (906)681-0966 DAYS, 
(908)863-9055 EVENINGS, WEB: http://www.skJiwt.conV 
classified s/ads/desanto E-MAIL: pdnm35a0prodlgy.com 

KILLINGTON 4 Bedroom Home, Sleeps Twelve, 3 Minutes 
to Lifts, Nice Amenities and Views, (800)270-7750. 


THE WOODS RESERVATIONS- Luxurious 
Condominiums Nestled in the Heart of the 
prestigious WOODS RESORT. European Spa, 
Award-Winning Restaurant and Shuttle. One 
of Killinqton's Finest. Call 1-800-438-1952. 


Killington 

accomodations 

800 - 535-8938 


CLEAN, QUALITY HOMES & CONDOS. LUXURY 
TOWNHOMES. QUALITY LODGING TO FIT 
EVERYONE’S BUDGET Book by November 1, 
10% OFF. 800-535-8938. 


KILLINGTON LUXURY DREAM HOUSE 5-BR, 3-BATH, 
LARGE HOTTUB, SAUNA, SOLARIUM, POOLTABLE, 
FIREPLACE, SLEEPS 14-1 8+. 201-794-1856/1295, 

914-967-4347. 


KILLINGTON On The ACCESS ROAD. 3 Bedrooms, Fully 
Equipped, Dishwasher, Fireplace. CALL For Additional Infor- 
mation and reservations 203-656-0565. 


KILLINGTON - OKEMO LUXURY Five bedroom, sauna, 
hottub. All amenities. Great master suites. 203-481-4424 
or 1-800-334-6062. 



KILLINGTON 3 Bedrooms, Sleeps 8 , Fireplace, TV. VCR, 
Stereo/ CD. Fully Equipped. 888-521-6677. 


KILLINGTON- True Ski-On/Ski-Off (Sky Ship). 4 Bedroom, 3 
Full Bath, Sleeps 16. Hottub, Sauna, Pool Table. Incredible 
Views 802-422-3553 


MOUNT SNOW: Secluded 5 bedroom home 3000sq.ft.. full 
kitchen, large jacuzzi, VCR, cable, fireplace. 3 miles to 
slopes. Beautiful location. (201)445-7719: 800-525-2663 call 
Ed. 


MT. SNOW SKI HAVEN dream homes to 1 0 Bedrooms Each 
Featuring Indoor Pool. Spa, Sauna. Billiards. Affordable. Bro- 
chure (802) 464-5773. 

STOWE: 4BR, 2BA, FIREPLACE, BALCONY, AMENITIES. 
ACCOMMODATES SMALL TO 15+ GROUPS. FROM $150/ 
NIGHT. (413)549-6839. 

SUGARBUSH and MAD RIVER condominiums, country 
homes by season, week, weekend. Mill Brook Real Es- 
tate, Waitsfield, Vermont 802-496-6000. 

WYOMING 


GRAND TARGHEE, JACKSON HOLE Rental Homes in the 
Tetons, Fully Equipped 1-5 Bedrooms, Jacuzzis 
1-800-746-5518. 

JACKSON HOLE. Jackson s finest LUXURY VACATION 
RENTAL properties. Homes and townhomes ranging 
from 2-5 bedrooms, $350-$700 per night. Jackson Home 

Management 1-800-739-3009. 

JACKSON HOLE CONDOMINIUM & HOME RENTALS with 
fireplaces; ski-ln & other great locationsl Some w/pool, 
hot tub, sauna. BLACK DIAMOND VACATION RENTALS 
& REAL ESTATE 1-800-325-8605 http Jl 
www.blackdlamondvrre.com 



KILLINGTON 


and STAY WITH US 

1 - 800 - 238-3007 

Largest selection of ski properties, 
condos, homes. Budget to luxury. 

#1 in trailslde locations. 

(Make your holiday reservations now) 

KILUNGTON RESERVATION CENTER 


KILLINGTON: ECONOMICAL 1 AND 2 BEDROOM EFFI- 
CIENCY APARTMENTS ON KILLINGTON ROAD, WALK TO 
RESTAURANTS. NIGHTCLUBS AND MARKET. FULL 
KITCHEN. CABLE TV. LOWEST DAILY AND WEEKLY 
RATES. (802)422-3417, 800-597-3417, 


STRICTLY RENTALS. Homes, condos at OKEMO or on the 
lakes. Weekend, week, season. Ludlow, Vermont. 

(800)776-5149. 


OKEMO Ski-irV Ski-out Beautiful Luxury Condo in Best Loca- 
tion on Vermont's Best Ski Mountain. Whirlpool. Fireplace. 
HBO, VCR, W/D, Below Agency Rates Call 800-676-0151 
Evenings, Weekends. 


MOUNTAINSIDE RESORT STOWE, VER- 
MONT. Fully equipped condos. Serene hillside 
setting, Indoor pool, sauna, jacuzzi. Minutes to x- 
country, alpine skiing, dining, shopping. 
800-458-4893. 

STOWE COUNTRY RENTALS. VACATION HOMES AND 
CONDOS. PO. Box 1204. STOWE, VT 05672. 

(800)639-1990, (802)253-8132. 

STRATTON- 5 BEDROOM CHALET, FULLY EQUIPPED, 
VERY COMFORTABLE, 3 FIREPLACES, SECONDS TO 
MOUNTAIN, 212-727-9649 


STRATTON RESORT AREA: Finest Homes/ Condominiums. 
Sales and Rentals. Seasonal, Weekly, Mid-Week, Week- 
ends. Min. 2 Night. $175/ Day. Open 7 Days. Winhall Real 
Estate lnc„ Box 740, Bondville, VT 05340, 1-800-214-5648. 


SUGARBUSH: 1-4 Bedroom Condos around our Indoor 
Heated Pool- 89 Degrees! 2 Miles to Slopes. Best Rates, Mo- 
tel Rooms. The Garrison, Box 539S, Waitsfield, VT 05673, 
800-766-7829 


SUGARBUSH VILLAGE 



Delux Suites. 1-2 BR Condo, 3BR 

Townhouses, 4 BR Mtn Homes all/w 

full kitchens, guest shuttle. CATV. VALUE 
SEASON. RR1 Box 68-12, 
Warren, VT 05674. 800-451-4326. 

E mail: sugares@madriver.com 
Web page: sugarbushvillage.com 


SUGARBUSH: Best variety. QUALITY, private 

HOMES and CONDOMINIUMS. REASONABLE 
RATES. Sugarbush Real Estate Rentals. 

802-496-2591 . http://www.sugarbushrental8.com 

WEST VIRGINIA 


CONDOMINIUMS KAS’I 


VERMONT 


SKI FOR LESS- Killington, Sugarbush. Others. 
Slopeside Condo Lodging, & Lifts. Lowest Rates 

Guaranteed! Tours De Sport (800)777-7650. 

KILLINGTON 1, 2, 3, or 4 Bedroom Condos. Sleep two to 
twelve. Walk to lifts, Awesome Amenities, Owner Rates. 
(800)270-7750. 


KILLINGTON- True Ski-On/Ski-Off (Sky Ship). Large 1 Bed- 
room Condo. Private Outdoor Hottub and Sauna, Fireplace. 
802-422-3553 


SNOWSHOE Affordable 1&2 bedroom sleeps 4-8. Whis- 
tlepunk, Snowcrest. Powderidge. fireplace, TV/VCR, jacuzzi, 
call Linda (864)277-7449; FAX (864)299-1323, 
www.ivacation.com/p6510.htm 

SNOWSHOE DISCOUNTED RATES FROM OWNER. ONE 
AND THREE BEDROOM CONDOS, FIREPLACES. JA- 
CUZZI, ALL AMENITIES, 1-888-541-1082. 


SNOWSHOE, FREE BROCHURE. One bedroom condomin- 
iums, Sleeps 6 , Fully equipped. Walk to Slopes. 
800-949-8351, 301-248-5224. 703-323-5293. http:// 

ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/triski/ 

SNOWSHOE Fully equipped 1BR and 3BR Luxury Condo- 
miniums in middle of resort. Low Rates. 1 -800-898-0004, 
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WEST VIRGINIA 


COLORADO 


COLORADO 


SNOWSHOE - SLOPESIDE, 1BR SLEEPS 4, 3BR SLEEPS 
8-10, FIREPLACE, V.C.R., LOW RATES. (804)329-6089 
AFTER 5:30PM. 

SNOWSHOE, W.VA.- Plush three bedrooms, two baths, 
sleeps 8. Also efficiency sleeps four. Reduced rates. 
614-373-9090. 


( OMM >M IN 11 MS W'KST 


CALIFORNIA/NEVADA 


CALL 800-624-3887 $$SAVE$$ LODGING, LIFTS, 1-8 
BEDROOM CONDOS, CABINS, HOMES. HEAVENLY SKI- 
IN/ SKI-OUT, MOUNTAIN, LAKE VIEWS, FIREPLACE, 
HOTTUB. http://www.at-tahoe.com TAHOEMGT @ AOL- 
.COM 


LAKE TAHOE ACCOMMODATIONS Heavenly, Squaw Val- 
ley, Diamond Peak locations. Brochure/Video available or our 
ski condos secluded cabins & executive homes. 
1-800-544-3234. email: lta@TahoeAccommodations.com 

http://www.TahoeAccommodations.com 

LAKE TAHOE World Class Accommodations And Service. 
Excellent Selection, Chalets, Condos, Executive Homes, 
Central To Squaw Valley, Heavenly, Diamond Peak And Ca- 
sinos. Discount Lift Tickets. Call Vacation Station For Free 
Brochure, Information And Reservations 1-800-841-7443 

NORTH LAKE TAHOE: FOUR BEDROOM, FOUR BATH 
CONDO. CLOSE TO GREAT SKIING. SLEEPS 10. $160 
DAY. GWEN 800-961-1961. 


SKI LAKE TAHOE, SLEEP 2-24, CONDOS, 
HOMES, CABINS, HOT TUBS, FIREPLACES, 
FREE BROCHURE, ASK ABOUT SPECIALS, 
EMERALD REALTY 800-447-8955. 

SQUAW VALLEY ACCOMODATIONS. ONE TO SIX BED- 
ROOM HOMES OR CONDOMINIUMS. 1-800-330-3451 OR 
916-583-1453. 


AFFORDABLE LUXURY ACCOMMODATIONS/ RESERVA- 
TION CENTER OF TAHOE. We Book Everything) Bulk Air, 
Lifts, etc... Huge Seasonal Discounts! 800-255-6451. 
www.rescenter.com 


TAHOE’S BEST. Outstanding 2-7 bedroom condos in quiet 
forested setting near skiing, lake, entertainment. Private hot- 
tubs. FAXABLE brochure with maps, floorplans, prices. 
Owner (905)634-9859, rsh@bserv.com , http:// 
www.accomodationtahoe.com 


CANADA 


SKI CANADA FOR LESS! Customized ski vaca- 
tions to Whistler, Banff, Fernie, Red Mountain. 
Best Deals, great service, call Moguls/Tours de 
Sport for brochure or trip quote. 1-800-929-7300, 
www.skimoguls.com 

BLACKCOMB/ WHISTLER- EXECUTIVE SKI IN/OUT TO 
AFFORDABLE LUXURY PRIVATELY OWNED CHALETS S 
TOWNHOUSES. CALL PATRICIA 604-932-2126. http:// 
www.venturesports.com 

BLACKCOMB/ WHISTLER - 2bdrm 2ba slopeside condo at 
village, fireplace, pool, hottubs, view, smokefree. OWNER 
1-425-868-3163. 


BLACKCOMB WHISTLER SKI IN/OUT LUXURY AFFORD- 
ABLE CONDOS. FULLY EQUIPPED, JACUZZI, POOL. 
FROM OWNERS. 604-905-0500, woodrunQ direct. ca 

WHISTLER, ALPINE ACCOMMODATION: Luxurious, 
affordable, mountainside townhomes; fully 
equipped, ski-in/out, Hot-tubs, fireplaces, views. Dis- 
count lift passes. 604-938-0707; fax 604-938-1061; 
ava@whlstler.net; www.alplne-accommodatlon.com 

WHISTLER - Excellent selection ranging from Premium Qual- 
ity Chalets to Economical Hotel Rooms. Various Locations, 
various amenities including Ski-in/ Ski-out, Hot Tubs and 
more. Call Rainbow Retreats (604) 932-2343, (FAX) 
604-932-2969. (e-mail) reserve@rainbowretreats.com or visit 
us on the Web at - http://www.rainbowretreats.com 


WHISTLER - BLACKCOMB PRIVATE RENTAL ACCOMMO- 
DATIONS: CONDOS. HOMES AND TOWNHOMES FOR 
RENT BY OWNERS. TEL/FAX 604-073-1419; E-MAIL US: 
allura@res.com WEBSITE: www.res.com/-allura/ 


WHISTLER PEAK PROPERTIES- Exclusive, fully equipped 
1-5 bedroom townhomes and suites from $99 U.S./night. 

COLORADO 


VACATION RENTALS AND EXCHANGES 
WORLD WIDE: Internet Access: http://wwte.com 
or call 1-800-549-9076. 



Customized Western Ski Vacations. Best Deals, 
great service: Discounted air, lodging, lilts, 
transfers, more! Call Moguls/Tours de Sport 
lor brochure or trip quote. 1-800-929-7300 
www.skimoguls.com 


A-BASIN, BRECKENRIDGE, KEYSTONE- 2 Bedroom, Full 
Kitchen, Pool/ Hottub priviledges. Nightly/ Weekly. Edelweiss 
Reservations. 970-468-0595 


AMAZING LOCATIONS AND VALUES IN ASPEN on rental 
condominiums and homes, from economical to luxury. 
Discounts for stays of 5 days or more. Call ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN RESIDENTIAL today for reservations at 
1-800-864-4334. 


ASPEN: Largest selection Condominiums, Homes. Hotels. 
Discount packages include Air, Lifts. SKI WEST, 



1-800-54 ASPEN RE SERVATI ON HO TLINE 

ASPEN ski packages, studio to 5 bedroom condos, 
homes, hotel, ski lodges, B&Bs. See our website at: 
http://ww.aspendassic.com. 


ASPEN- Nice, Bright 2 Bedroom. Best Location! Block to 
Gondola. All Amenities. Reasonable. Brochure 

(248)594-3333. 

ASPEN Ski-in, Ski-out, 5 Bedroom, 4 Bath Condo. Beautiful 
Mountain View, Jacuzzi, Fireplace, Deck. Owner 

610-783-5822. 


ASPEN/SNOWMASS Luxury & Economical Homes and Con- 
dominiums. 2-7 Bedrooms With Full Amenties And Slopeside 
Access. Alpine Property Management, Box 6398, Snowmass 
Village, CO B1615. 1-800-543-0839. 


Aspen Affordable? You Bet! 

Great in town locations on condominiums and homes. 
Walk to the lifts & center of town. Packages from 
«89/pp per night lifts & lodging. 1 I^fl I IvpiITTl' 

1-800-433-8465 MllMl 

www.mc-cartneyprop.com Pitpcm MaHgtaot lac 


ASPEN- SNOWMASS, large variety of private ski homes 
and condominiums. FIRST CHOICE PROPERTIES & 
MANAGEMENT. PO Box 6028, Snowmass Village, CO 
81615. 1-800-759-3686. 


ASPEN - Attractive, comfortable two bedrooms/ baths, full 
kitchen, 3TV's, VCR, half block to town and gondola. Owner 
800-699-8296. 


ASPEN - Luxurious two bedroom, two bathroom condomin- 
ium by Lift. Reasonable. Owner (970)925-3343, 
970-925-7749, Email: aspenken@rof.net Web: http:// 

wwte.com/coiorado/aspen.htm 


ASPEN/ SNOWMASS- Free Reservation Ser- 
vice. Hotels, B&B’s, Condominiums, Houses. 
All Prices, All Sizes. Aspen Resort Accommo- 
dations 1-888-277-3698, aresortaerol.net 

BEAVER CREEK-Fully equipped, Luxury con- 
dominiums, STRAWBERRY PARK, TOW- 
NSEND PLACE, HIGHLANDS SLOPESIDE, 
UPPER BORDERS. 1-6 Bedrooms, Hottubs. 
“SAVE SS-BOOK DIRECT”. Color Rental 
Guide. 800-BEAVER-C (800-232-8372). 
www.vailrealtv.com 

BEAVER CREEK/ VAIL Deluxe New 3BR two- level pent- 
house condo, ski- in/out, hottub, fireplace. (847)332-2004. 


BEAVER CREEK: Ski in/out. near Hyatt, Spacious 3BR, 3BA, 
Fireplace, Heated Pool. Jacuzzi. Sauna. Amenities, 
908-766-7717. 


BEAVER CREEK/ VAIL- Fantastic 1-5 Bedroom Condos 
Slopeside and Economy Rentals. Short term to 6 months 
seasonal rentals. All the comforts of home! 800-544-5236 
McVey & Company. 

BRECKENRIDGE BARGAIN! Nice 3BR Condo near lifts. 
$1200 per week. Internet info at: http://cyberrentals.com/co/ 
portco.html or Phone Owner: 303-755-2387. 



BRECKENRIOGE, COLORADO. CALL NOW! TWO 
FREE COLOR CATALOGS FEATURING LODGING 
ACCOMMODATIONS WITH TRAVEL DISCOUNTS. 
RENTAL EQUIPMENT. ACCESSORIES AND TRAIL 
MAP. SKI COUNTRY RESORTS AND SPORTS 
1 -800-633-8388, http://www.skicountry.com 

BRECKENRIDGE- Claimjumper Townhouse 3BR. 4BA. All 
Amenities. Sleeps 12-14. Owner (573)874-1947 Days, 
(573)442-6464 Nights. email:tonikardon@ juno.com 


BRECKENRIDGE - BEAUTIFUL TWO BEDROOM CONDO. 
Sleeps Six. Fireplace, Hottub, All Amenities. Great Location! 
Owner (303)670-5064. http://wwte.com/co1 3.htm 

BRECKENRIDGE CENTRAL LODGING- Over 50 units. Ski- 
in/ out to cabins in the woods. One call does it all. Complete 
discounted packages. Ask about SKI FREE/ STAY FREE. 
800-858-5885. e-mail skibcl.com *•- 

BRECKENRIDGE CHARMING CONDO 1 BR sleeps 4. 150 
yds. to lift. Owner discount. All amenities including hottub, 
fireplace, pool. (303)756-1955. 



BRECKENRIDGE- Affordable. Luxury 2BR + Loft, 2BA, Near 
Lifts. Fireplaces, Views, Sleeps 4-10. OWNER DISCOUNTS. 
(303)554-0028. 

BRECKENRIDGE- Great location! 200 yards to lifts AND 

town. Luxury 2BR/2BA, pool, hottub, fireplace, views. 
(760)431-5062. 


BRECKENRIDGE - Beautiful 1 & 2 bedroom condos. Located 
50 ft. from entrance to base 9 lifts. Steps from heated outdoor 
pool and hottubs. Strolling distance to town. Owner operated 
for exceptional rates. 1-800-851-6141. 24 hrs. reservation. 
BRECKENRIDGE. One or two bedrooms, sleep 4-8. Stay in 
town or ski in/ out. Amenities. MC/ Visa ! -800-841-6347. 



RECKENRIDGE ... 

COLORADO’S KINGDOM 

1 - 800 - 848-3434 


IN-TOWN LODGING FROM HOTEL ROOMS 
TO FOUR BEDROOM TOWNHOMES. SKI IN/ 
SKI OUT OR WALK TO LIFT. LIFT PACKAGES 
AVAILABLE. E-mail: fourseas@brecknet.com 

INTERNET: http://www.brecknet.com/4seasons 


BRECKENRIDGE AND SUMMIT COUNTY Condos. Cot- 
tages and Private homes. Downtown or out of town. BIG- 
HORN RENTALS 1-800-826-7706. http://www.skinet.com/ 
classifieds/ads/bighorn 


BRECKENRIDGE Sleeps 8, Close to Peak 8 Lifts and on 
Shuttle Route (303)424-8797 Evenings, www.skivista.com/ 
1400 
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BRECKENRIDGE- Ski-in, Ski-out, Sleeps seven comfortably. 
Fully furnished. Hot tub access. Competitive Rates. Owner 
800-409-0086. 


Breckenridge - SKI IN/OUT - Studio through 7 Bedroom 
condos/ homes; SLEEPS 2-26; walk town; spa. 
1-800-551-2554. 


BRECKENRIDGE 

Luxury to Economy 1-5+ Bedroom Homes 
& Condos. Ski In/Out to Wooded Locations. 
Complete Travel Packages 
Summit Mountain Rentals 

1-800-383-7382 

www.breckenridgecolorado.com 


BRECKENRIDGE - New furnished luxury home. Four bed- 
| rooms, four baths. Sleeps sixteen. Relaxing atmosphere. 
I (719)528-8803. 

BRECKENRIDGE - 1.2.3BR w/loft, sleep 2-10, ski-in/out, 
mountain views, amenities, in-town convenience, free video, 
discounted, http://www.colorado.net/brc/wests.html 

1-800-754-8677. 


WOOD WINDS 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

1 - 800 - 403-6744 


BRECKENRIDGE: Top rentals... Town, 

Mountain or Ski in/out. Your choice for 
quality vacations. Holidays avail. Call 
Woodwinds & Compare. Fx 970-453-7254. 
http://www.woodwindsbreck.com 

1 BRECKENRIDGE - SKI IN/OUT - Beautiful, unique homes, 
cottages or condos. In/Out of town. Sleep 2-24. 
800-282-1633. 

BRECKENRIDGE 2 Bedroom, 1 Bath, Sleeps 6. Base Peak 

9, Pool, Jacuzzi, Owner 1-800-753-1481. 

BRECKENRIDGE: 2 bedrooms, near slopes, hot tub. sauna, 
VCR, fireplace, reasonable rates. Eves. (303)988-0120. 

PEAK AT 

BRECKENRIDGE 

Complete Travel Packages! 

Air • Lodging • Transportation • Lifts 

Condos, Townhomes and Private Homes 

I -800-458-7998 

Peak Property Management Inc. 


BRECKENRIDGE GOLDCAMP; TWO BEDROOM. SLEEPS 
SIX. FIREPLACE. HOT TUBS. CABLE, TV, VCR. FREE 
SHUTTLE (303)646-9693. 



I 

I 


BRECKENRIDGE One or Two Bedroom. Sleeps 4-8. Walk to 
lifts. Jacuzzi, Sauna, Washer, Dryer. VCR. (303)792-2889. 


SKI BRECKENRIDGE 


Gold Point Lodging 

Quality Accommodations • Affordable Prices 
AIR • GROUND • LODGINC • LIFTS 


1 -800-231-3780 


BRECKENRIDGE. Ski-in, 2BR, Fireplace, VCR, Hottub, Pool, 
Free-shuttle, Walk Town, W/D, SAVE 30-40%, Owner 
(414)554-6989. 

BRECKENRIDGE. Three Bedroom Luxury Condo with Loft. 
Sleeps 10. Fireplace, Jacuzzi, Underground Parking. 
(610)627-0667. 


BRECKENRIDGE 

FREE SKI. LODGING AND 
DISCOUNTED AIR PACKAGES 
AVAILABLE 

in our fully equipped deluxe 
or economy condos, with 
Hot Tub & Health Club available. MGT 
(800) 525-3687 http://www.skicondos.com 



Boreas Pass 


BRECKENRIDGE TOWNHOME: 4BR WITH 
LOFT, 2BA, SLEEPS 10. FREE SHUTTLE, 
W/D, NON-SMOKERS, $200+, SAT/SAT, 
OWNER 1-800-585-9433. 


BRECKENRIDGE/ FRISCO - 1-3 bedroom 
condos, great locations, near lifts/ village, 
amenities, hot tubs, LIFT TICKET DISCOUNTS. 
BLACK DIAMOND LODGING (http:// 
www.BDLodqino.com) 800-557-3840 

BRECKENRIDGE. 3BD, 3BA, TRUE SKI IN/OUT, NON- 
SMOKER, LARGE SKIWATCH CONOO, HOTTUBS $225 
UP, SAT/SAT. 1-800-732-9447. 



Free 24-page, full-color catalog 
features 190 properties 
EXECUTIVE RESORTS INC. 

Call Today! 800-424-8400 f* T 


BRECKENRIDGE SKI-IN/ OUT, SKIWATCH, 2BDRM, 2BA, 
LOFT, HOTTUB, $140+ UP, ADDITIONAL ACCOMMODA- 
TIONS. NEARBY, http://www.summitnet.com/sklwatch 
970-453-7504 


BRECKENRIDGE. Ski-in/ Ski-out. Fully Furnished, 2 Bdrm/2 
Bath, Sleeps 8. Sauna, Hottub, Cable TV (510)672-6353. 

BRECKENRIDGE- luxury and economy homes and condo- 
miniums. Studios to 5 bedrooms with full amenities and hot 
tubs. Best locations in town! Great Western Lodging 
1-888-333-4535. www.gwlodging.com 


BRECKENRIDGE/ FRISCO/ KEYSTONE. The Consumer’s 
Alternative" SAVE! 50 Condo/ Home Choices. BIG LIFT 
TICKET DISCOUNTS ($12- $15 off) PRIVATE HOT TUBS! 
1-800-750-1657. 1-800-750-7293, 303-744-9020. Web: 

www.seymourlodging.com 

BRECKENRIDGE, DILLON, KEYSTONE AREAS AFFORD- 
ABLE LODGING 4TH NIGHT FREE LOW SEASON 
1-800-668-2788. 


BRECKENRIDGE: ski-in condo, 2 bedroom, 2-1/2 baths. 
Pool, Hottub, walk to lift & town, underground parking, owner 
(303)973-8697 

BRECKENRIDGE: GREAT LOCATION, WALK LIFTS, 
DOWNTOWN. POOL, JACUZZI. IDEAL TWO FAMILIES. 
2B/R, LOFT. SLEEPS 6-10. 1-800-365-9112. 


SUMMIT COUNTY, COLORADO: BRECKENRIDGE, COP- 
PER MT. & KEYSTONE. Come play in the snow of the Rocky 
Mountains! Over 350 condos & townhomes studios to 5 bed- 
room condos, fully equipped! Ask about our Stay Free/ Ski 
Free program (Holiday season excluded) EAST WEST RE- 
SORTS OF SUMMIT COUNTY 1 -888-8EASTWEST 
(888-832-7893). 


SUMMIT COUNTY CENTRAL RESERVATIONS HOME TO 
FOUR WORLD CLASS SKI RESORTS: A-BASIN, BREC- 
KENRIDGE, COPPER AND KEYSTONE. INCLUSIVE 
PACKAGES AVAILABLE) CALL TOLL FREE 

moww, 


COPPER MOUNTAIN Luxury two bedroom. Two baths. 
500 Feet to Lifts. Sleeps Seven. (630)369-3840 Free Lift 
Ticket. 


COPPER MOUNTAIN fully equipped condominiums, 
studio to 4 bedroom, at base of mountain, use of 
Athletic Club and daily housekeeping, Carbonate 
Property Management 1-800-526-7737. 

"COPPER MTN" - LUXURIOUS, 2BR, 2BA, SLEEPS 6, JA- 
CUZZI, FIREPLACE, CABLE-VCR, SKI-IN FROM B-LIFT. 
303-699-9844. 


COPPER MOUNTAIN One bedroom sleeps four, fireplace, 
jacuzzi. sauna, walk to lifts. (303)790-2009 days; 
(303)979-6962 evenings. 


CRESTED BUTTE, COLORADO-Truly SKI-IN/ 
SKI-OUT. Select condominiums. Fireplaces, 
decks, hot tubs, full kitchens, all amenities. 
LODGING, HRS, AIR, TRANSFERS 
1-800-521-6593. 


CRESTED BUTTE- High Country Resorts- 
Best selection of condominiums. Studio- 4 
bedrooms with all amenities. Discount pack- 
ages available. Air, lifts, transfers, rental cars. 
www.highcountry.com 800-451-5699. 

CRESTED BUTTE COLORADO, SKI-IN/ SKI-OUT 
SPACIOUS TWO TO FOUR BEDROOM CONDOMIN- 
IUMS. ROCK FIREPLACES, HOT TUBS. COLOR 
TELEVISION. FULLY EQUIPPED 1-800-443-7459. 


CRESTED BUTTE, LUXURY 4BR/ 4BA, SKI-IN/ SKI-OUT, 
DESIGNER FURNISHED AND FULLY EQUIPPED; CABLE- 
TV/ VCR/ CD/FAX; W/D, JACUZZI. SAUNA: ONE WEEK 
MINIMUM; OWNER'S DISCOUNT; NON-SMOKING. 
(713)759-1188. 

CRESTED BUTTE: Largest selection Condominiums, 
Homes, Hotels. Discount packages include Air, Lifts. SKI 
WEST, 800-332-8818. http://www.skiwest.com 


DILLON Lakefront Condos, 1-2 Bedrooms, views, fireplaces. 
POOL iacuzzts, Ski the Summit. Free shuttle. (303)980-1980. 

BARGAIN CONDOMINIUMS - Classy, clean and comfort- 
able. Clubhouse with pool and Jacuzzi. Rent Direct. Dillon 
(970)468-2261. 

DILLON BY OWNER BEST DEAL Luxury 
3Bdrm 3bth Clubhouse, Views, Weekly from 
$450, (303)985-5910. www.unity1st.org/ski 

DILLON, Colorado. Ski the SUMMIT, 2bd Condo, Best Unit! 
Great Location, Views. Booking NOW!! (303)661-0737. 

DILLON/ KEYSTONE/ WILDERNEST owners luxurious Ibr, 
mountain views, hottub, fireplace, shuttle, from $665/ wk 
(303)771-7942. 


DILLON/ KEYSTONE. “The Consumers Alternative SAVE! 
50 Condo/ Home Choices. BIG LIFT TICKET DISCOUNTS 
($12- $15 off). PRIVATE HOT TUBS!1-800-750-1657. 
1-800-750-7293, 303-744-9020. www.seymourtodging.com 

LAKEFRONT DILLON Condos & Studios $70-250/ Night + 
9-1/2% Tax. Central Location, Views, Amenities, Discounts, 
Owner Inge 303-279-5128. Website: http:// 

www.summitneLcom/Kirkland/ 

LAKEFRONT DILLON - CHOICE ACCOMMODATIONS, 
MINUTES AWAY FROM KEYSTONE, COPPER MTN, 
BRECKENRIDGE, A-BASIN • DISCOUNT LIFT TICKETS 
AVAILABLE. CALL ERIKA 1-800-525-9185, 970-468-6131. 

DILLON- Luxury 2 Bedroom. 2 Bath, Sleeps 7, Full Amenties. 
Ski 5 Areas. $135-$155/nt. 303-904-4651. 


Keystone, Copper, Breckenridge 


*Amerk Economy to Luxury 

RESORT PROPERTIES Homes and Condominiums 



Stay on Lake Dillon, close to the lifts or nestled in the 
pines. Discounts available on lodging and lift tickets. Call 

our experienced staff for reservations today. 


DILLON- One Bedroom. From $75/ nightly. Pool, Jacuzzi, 
Sauna, Fireplace. Cable, Shuttle, 6 Ski Areas. 
(303)988-5413. 

DILLON- SILVERTHORNE Quality One, Two, 
Three Bedroom condos from $70. nightly. Pri- 
vate homes, Kitchens, fireplaces, Pool, Ja- 
cuzzi. Discount Lift Tickets. Shuttle to Key- 
stone, Copper, Breckenridge, Vail. 
970-468-6057, 1-800-544-8418. 


“ DILLON • KEYSTONE “ 

NEW 2-6 Bedroom Luxury Townhomes 
Overlooking Lake Dillon. Plus 1 & 2 Bedroom 
Liftside Condos at Keystone. Spa, Sauna, 
Steam, Pool, Fireplace. “Rea! Estate Sales", 
Discount on Lift Tickets." 

“BETTER HOMES & GARDENS" 
SOLAR ONE REALTY, LTD. 
1-800-888*0618 or 970-468-0618 
Jjtt£^//WWW^ 


Olcdi 
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DILLON, TIMBER RIDGE by owner. Beautiful 2BR, 
2BA end unit. Fantastic clubhouse, views, quiet. 
303-933-4419. 


DILLON/ WILDERNEST/ TIMBER RIDGE Luxury 2BR/2BA, 
Sleeps 6. All amenities. Pool, hottubs. fireplace, view, rea- 
sonable, Brochure. (303) 702-1 287(e), (970) 491 -5788(d). 


DURANGO/ PURGATORY: Owner Rates 25% Off. Luxury 
Ski-ln/Out Condos, Views, All Amenities, Shuttle to Town. 
MOUNTAINSIDE ESCAPES. 970-884-4118. 


FRISCO By Owner- 3BR, 2.5BA Townhome, Views. Fire- 
place, Hot Tub, Minutes to BRECKENRIDGE, KEYSTONE, 
COPPER, Sleeps 6-8. 1-888-431-9090. 


Deluxe Private Homes and Condominiums in 
KEYSTONE, DILLON and WILDERNEST. Great 
Rates and Discounts! 800-922-2590. 
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KEYSTONE. 1 bedroom, sleeps 4, walk to lifts, pool, hot tub. 
sauna, by owner, 800-330-7341. 

KEYSTONE, 1 Bed Walk to Lifts. 2&4 Bed Nearby, TV/ VCR, 
Micro, Fireplace, Hottub, W/D, Owner (516)584-6306. 

KEYSTONE- #1 Luxury Townhomes. Largest 3 and 4 Bed- 
rooms. Hot Tub, Garages, Pool. Brochure. 970-468-8502. 

KEYSTONE- 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath Condo Near Slopes. Fire- 
place. Clubhouse. Lift Discounts. EXCELLENT RATES. 
301-384-2542. 

KEYSTONE: 2BR, 2BA, Sleeps 6. Walking distance, 150 
yards to lift sauna, hottub. Owner 800-611-9166. 

KEYSTONE, 2BR. 2BA CONDOS. LIFTS THREE MINUTES 
WALK, SLEEPS SIX. REASONABLE. POOL LUXURY. 
OWNER 1-800-379-3024. 


KEYSTONE/ BRECKENRIDGE/ FRISCO - Affordable 
1-4 bedroom condos, economy/ luxury, near lifts, 
central locations, amenities, clubhouses, LIFT DIS- 
COUNTS. BLACK DIAMOND LODGING (http:// 
www.BDLodging.com) 800-557-3840 

KEYSTONE/ BRECKENRIDGE. ‘The Consumer’s Alterna- 
tive’ SAVE! 50 Condo/ Home Choices. BIG LIFT TICKET 
DISCOUNTS ($12- $15 off). PRIVATE HOT TUBS! 
1-800-750-1657. 1-800-750-7293, 303-744-9020. Web 

www.seymourlodging.com 

KEYSTONE by owner. Walk To Lifts. Huge 1BR sleeps 5. 
New 3BR TENDERFOOT LODGE. Spa, Pool. Under- 
ground Parking. 303-933-4419. 


KEYSTONE, COPPER MOUNTAIN 100 Condomin- 
iums in many complexes, Moderate to Luxury. In- 
door Pools, Kitchens. Fireplaces, Saunas, Jacuzzis. 
Reasonable Rates, Centrally Located. MC2, 

1-800-525-3682. 

KEYSTONE Luxury studios with kitchenettes at Slopeside 
Condos. Ski in/out. $105-$235. Owner. 800-729-5807. 
cshi @ rmi.net. www.skigate.com/holidays 

KEYSTONE LUXURY 2BR, PRIVATE HOT TUB, SAUNA, 
1750S.F. WALK TO SLOPES, DECK. BROCHURE, 
303-758-0968 ENJOY. 


KEYSTONE: LUXURY 2BR, 2BA, MOUNTAIN SLOPE 
VIEWS. STEPS TO LIFTS, FIREPLACE, POOL, SAUNA, 
HOTTUB, WEEKLY. OWNER 503-296-8559. 


KEYSTONE: OWNER’S DELUXE SPACIOUS TWO BED- 
ROOM, TWO BATH, ALL AMENITIES, STEPS TO LIFTS. 
REASONABLE 770-924-0479. 


KEYSTONE slopeside ski-in/ out studio apartment sleeps 2. 
Free shuttle, 3 Ski areas. Owner Rates 1-800-679-5105. 

KEYSTONE Spacious new 4BR/3BA condo. Sleeps 8-12. 
Near River Run gondola, quad, shops, restaurants. Hot tub. 
large deck, etc. In relaxed, wooded Trapper's Crossing. 

303-530-5532. rkahl)f®aol.com 


KEYSTONE: WALK TO LIFTS. STUDIO & 1BR LUXURY 
CONDOS. ALL AMENITIES. OWNER (714)249-8480. http:// 
www.bizdistrict.com/keystone-rentals ggerdesl @ aol.com for 
INFO/ PICTURES. 


KEYSTONE - WALK TO LIFTS, 2 & 3 BR. INDOOR 
POOL, SPA, & SAUNA, COVERED PARKING, ELEVA- 
TOR. RUSS YOUNG, YOUNG REALTY 
1-800-324-6422. http://keystonelodging.com/ 

snowdancemanor 


KEYSTONE / SUMMIT COUNTY- Condo’s and luxury 
homes from $85 / night. Discount lift tickets, airfare / 
ground transportation. Call for free brochure. 
1-800-248-1942 or e-mail: magsinc@colorado.net. Mag- 
liocchetti, Inc. 


PURGATORY: Largest selection Condominiums, Homes, 
Hotels. Discount packages include Air, Lifts. SKI WEST, 
800-332-8818. http://www.skiwest.com 

SNOWMASS: 2 Bedrooms, Near Shuttle. Lift, All Amenities, 
Great View. (970) 945-6837, 0322 Sun King Drive, Glenwood 
Springs, CO 81601. 


SNOWMASS BEAUTIFUL 2BR, 2BA, OWNER, FIREPLACE, 
JACUZZI, POOL, FREE SHUTTLE AT DOOR; GREAT 
VIEW! 800-799-6652, (714)854-0637. 

SNOWMASS: Largest selection Condominiums, Homes, Ho- 
tels. Discount packages include Air, Lifts. SKI WEST, 
800-332-8818. http://www.skiwest.com 

STEAMBOAT: 1,2, 3,4 Bedroom Condos. Fully Furnished, On 
Mountain. Economy/ Luxury, Private Owners. Reasonable 

Rates. 1-800-468-4619. 


STEAMBOAT, 1-4 BDR, FIREPLACE, HOTTUB, CA- 
BLE, LAUNDRY, NEAR LIFTS ON BUS RTE, CONVE- 
NIENT. "KIDS SKI FREE" GREAT RATES 
1-800-736-0185. 


STEAMBOAT 2BR 2-1/2BA sleeps 6, deluxe resort condo, 
hottubs, fireplace, garage, shuttlebus. owner discount, 
1-800-575-4898. 


STEAMBOAT- BEST SELECTION QUALITY CONDOMIN- 
IUMS AND HOMES! ECONOMICAL TO LUXURIOUS. 
SPAS. FIREPLACES. VIEWS. BOOK NOW! 1-800-501-0475 
ext.11, WWW.LFOA.COM/STEAMBOATRENTALS 


"STEAMBOAT BY OWNERS" Economy to 
Luxury Condos and Homes. KIDS SKI FREE. 
SLEEP 2 TO 100. Hot Tubs, Fireplaces, Close 
to Lifts. E-Mail: skicondo@sprynet.com WEB: 
www.lfoa.com/tnt 1(800)590-SNQW(7669) 

STEAMBOAT CONDOMINIUM FACING MOUNTAIN, TWO 
BEDROOMS. LOWEST RATES, JACUZZI, FIREPLACE. 
POOL, SAUNA, FLEXIBLE (901)761 .6004.(901)754-3997. 

STEAMBOAT. Condo sleeps six. Cable, laundry, fireplace, 
owner rates. Walk to gondola. 800-383-7275. 
1 0kvacationrentals.com/ark 


STEAMBOAT Deluxe condo Fully Equipped. Sleeps Six, 
Near Lifts, Hot Tub, Pool, Cable. Excellent Rates. 

303-841-4962. 303-792-2097 


STEAMBOAT - NEW. LUXURIOUS MOUNTAINSIDE 
TOWNHOME. SLEEPS 8, 3 BATH, FIREPLACE, SPA, 
W/D, FREE SHUTTLE. OWNER: 1 -888-763-SNOW, 
http://wwte.com/colorado/steam6.htm 

STEAMBOAT Owner's one, two or three bedroom condos 
Many amenities Center of Ski Village Mountain View 
513-891-0056. 


STEAMBOAT Owner's Townhouse, 2BRs, Sleeps 6. Fire- 
place, Cable, W/D, Pool, Hot Tub, Convenient, 
(913)681-3099. 


STEAMBOAT Quality Homes and Condominiums Sleep 
4-20, Ski in/out to Secluded Locations. 1-800-523-9384, 

STEAMBOAT SKI-IN / OUT, CONDOS WITH VIEWS. Beau- 
tifully furnished 2BR, 2BA. Spa with pool, owner. 
(815)389-0940, 

STEAMBOAT SKI-IN-OUT. DELUXE CONDOMINIUM, 
2BDRM, 2BA, SLEEPS 6, SPA FACILITY WITH POOL, 
SPECIAL RATES. BY OWNER (414)377-7493. 


Steamboat Reservations 

1 - 800 - 522-9120 


Mt. Werner 

Property Management 


STEAMBOAT SKI-IN-OUT One Bedroom. Sleeps 4-5. 
Heated Pool, Hot Tub, Owner Rental, Discounted Rates. 
414-962-8347. 


STEAMBOAT SPRINGS SKIING!! 
1-800-872-0763 BIG COUNTRY RESORTS. 
email:reservations@bigcountry-steamboat 
web:www.biqcouRtrv-steamboat.com 

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS. COLORADO. New townhome 
within walking distance from slopes. Fully furnished. Private 
owner. 970-879-6667. 


STEAMBOAT SKI IN/OUT. OWNERS A-RATED CONDO, 
1BDRM, SLEEPS 4-5. ATHLETIC CLUB. POOL, HOT- 
TUBS. FIREPLACE, DISCOUNT RATE, 1-800-295-1621. 

http://home.earthlink.net/-portside/ 


VAIL 1BR, 1BA, One Block to Gondola. Slope Views, 
Kitchen, Fireplace, Balcony, Outdoor Jacuzzi’s. 
1-800-852-4998. http://members.aol.com/go1vail/ski.html 

WALK TO VAIL GONDOLA from Luxurious 2BD, 
2BA, Lionshead- Vantage Point Condo. Outdoor Ja- 
cuzzis, SI 50-300/night. Weekly Rentals, Xmas Extra. 

Non-Smokers. 1-800-496-0306. 

VAIL 2BR 1BA DUPLEX ON FREE BUS ROUTE FULLY 
EQUIPPED FROM $85/ NIGHT LOUISE 303-233-1493 
VAIL- 2BR/2BA Beautifully Upgraded. Has Everything. W/D, 
Pool, Jacuzzi, Free Bus, Non-Smoking. Owner. 
(805)256-0231. 

VAIL- 3br/ 3ba Condo, Sleep 6-8, Fireplace. Steam Shower, 
views, Ski Shuttle, Owner 1-800-772-8425, http:// 
www.afn.org/-thrall/skivail.htm 


LUXURIOUS WEST VAIL TOWNHOUSE on Free Bus 
Route. 2 Bedrooms, Den, 2 Baths, Jacuzzi, $100-200/ 
night. Weekly Rentals, Xmas extra. Non-smokers. 
1 -800-496-0306. 


AFFILIATED VAIL/ BEAVER CREEK UPSCALE OWNER/ 
USER CONDO GROUP. 1-5 BEDROOMS. CLOSE, DIS- 
COUNTS. 800/642-7870. 


VAIL/ BEAVER CREEK Luxury 4-8 Bdrms, Golf Course Lo- 
cation, w/ Views, 2-4 Master Bdrms. Hardwood Floors w / Ex- 
posed Beams, Decks w/ Barbeques, Hottubs. Cable TV's, 

Stereos w/ CD, (303)670-0515. 

VAIL7 BEAVER CREEK LET US BE YOUR ONE STOP 
SHOPPING STUDIOS TO FIVE BEDROOM. ECONOMIC 
TO DELUXE RENTAL PROPERTIES. CALL TRAVEL VAIL 
RENTAL MANAGEMENT (970) 476-7902. 


^Xontaneros 

VAIL 

1 -888-71 1-VAIL(8245) 

Deluxe 1-4 bedroom condominiums at the base of the 
gondola in Lionshead. Enjoy our Alpine Lodge setting with 
outdoor heated pool, hot tub, ski tuning facility & full 
concierge services. Jan. & Feb. special: Stay 6 nights 
get 7th night free. 


Beautiful Spacious WEST VAIL townhouse; 3 bedroom. 2 
bath, sleeps 6. Private Owner, http://wwte.com/colorado/ 
vail2.htm 1-800-351-0253, (248)855-2436. 


VAIL/BEAVER CREEK 1-800-SNO-VAIL; Represent- 
ing over 1700 owners, excellent properties at the 
best prices. ALL SIZES. ALL AMENITIES. Call for 
pricing! 


y Vail Resort Rentals^ 
. 800-456-VAIL 


■ Economy to deluxe accommodations ■ 

■ Your one-stop source to quality vacation lodging 1 ■ 

VAIL RESORT RENTALS , INC. 

VAIL/ BEAVER CREEK • Large Luxury Condo. "Loaded". 
Spectacular Views. Low Owner Rates. Brochure http:// 
ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/skicondo 
(913)897-0204 



SKI COLORADO- Breckenridge. Keystone. Copper, 
Arapahoe Basin. Top Quality Condos. 15% OFF With This 
Ad. Some Restrictions Apply. Call WILDERNEST. 
800-554-2212, 970-468-7851. 


VAIL/ BEAVER CREEK. 1-800-624-9185. SPECIALLY 
PRICED PACKAGES. AIR, TRANSFERS. LIFTS, and 
LODGING including homes, hotels, condos. All locations. Va- 
cation Coordination. " 


SUMMIT COUNTY 3 Bedroom Home. Spectacular View. Pri- 
vate Hottub 303-840-9941, email:boeck97@henge.com 

SUMMIT COUNTY COLORADO, NEW, MOD- 
ERN CONDOS, FABULOUS VIEWS, CENTRAL 
LOCATION, GARAGES, HOT-TUB ACCESS, 
WASHER/ DRYER. (800)868-9838, http:// 
www.toski.com/central 


— Vail - 

CONDO RENTALS 

800 - 627-8245 


TELLURIDE. Choose from 75 ideally located homes and 
condominiums. Mind- expanding views. Attentive staff, 
earth- friendly operations, fair prices. Alpine Lodging & 
Rentals. SOO-3POWPOW 


TELLURIDE: Largest selection Condominiums, Homes, Ho- 
tels. Discount packages include Air, Lifts. SKI WEST. 
800-332-8818. http://www.skiwest.com 

VAIL 1/2/3/4 Bedrooms Condominiums & Homes. Wonderful 
amenities, good locations, nicely furnished. (970)476-6450, 
(970)476-7076 fax. 


VAIL LODGING CALL 800-627-VAIL 
CONDOMINIUMS. BOOK DIRECT SAVE $$$. 
Deluxe to Economy Accommodations. 
Featuring VAIL VILLAGE'S FINEST PENT- 
HOUSE and STRAWBERRY PARK - BEAVER 
CREEK'S FINEST “SKI-IN” CONDOS. 
Vail Realty/Rental Management. 
1-800-627-8245. www.vailrealty.com 




COLORADO 


COLORADO 


VAILvBEAVEP CREEK - Many condos and homes available. 
1-15 people Rocky Mountain Vacation Rentals. 1-888-A-Mt- 

Stay (268-7829) 


VAIL/ BEAVER CREEK- Why stay in a hotel or 
condo when you can RENT A LUXURY ES- 
TATE FOR LESS? On golt course. Magnifi- 
cent views. Professionally decorated and 
maintained. Completely equipped 5BDRM, 4 
Bath. Hot tubs, Sauna. Decks, Garage. Jeep. 
Village Parking. 1-800-CAL-2-SKI. Brochure. 
http://vail.net/deertrail 

VAIUBEAVEH CREEK Urge Deluxe 3BR 3 Balh Town- 
house. Fireplace, Sleeps 8, Fully Equipped, Brochure/ 
Pictures. $175, Night 303-530-4304. 


VAIL/BEAVER CREEK 

Luxury Homes 
Condos 
1-6 Bedrooms 




Offering Vail Valley's Most Elegant Homes and 
Condominiums. Private Outdoor Jacuzzi, Stone Fireplace, 
Individually Designer Decorated and Spectacular Mountain 

Views. 


VAILBEAVER CREEK ACCOMMODATIONS 2-4 Bedroom 
Units. Economy to Luxury. From $1 89/night. Pool, Jacuzzi, 
W/D. Fireplace and more. Call now for availability 

800-754-5129. 


VAIL, BEAVER CREEK Luxury Condominiums and 
Hotel Rooms Reasonable rates. "Outstanding value" 
according to independent rating service. Under- 
ground parking, fireplaces, shuttle, restaurants, The 
LODGE AT AVON CENTER 1-800-441-4718. 


VAIL- BEAVER CREEK. 3 Bedroom. 2-1/2 Bath. Ja- 
cuzzi, Complete Kitchen. Balcony, Fireplace, W/D. 

Kevin (303)449-1 654(H) (303)494-4022(W). 

VAIL/ BEAVER CREEK, Newly Redecorated, 2BR, 2BA, 
Sleeps 6. Fireplace, W/D, Cable-VCR, Balcony, Full Kitchen, 
Exceptional Location, $950/ Week (305)663-4483. 


Vail/Beaver Creek 

CONDO RENTALS 

SKI-IN SKI-OUT 

800-627-VAIL 

www.vailrealty.com 


VAIL-BEAVER CREEK. Beautiful 2BR/2BA, 3BR/2BA. Fire- 
place, VCR, Cable, Washer, Kitchen, Microwave. NON- 
SMOKERS. $950/ wk, S1295/wk. (517)466-3969. 


VAIL (east). Deluxe, Spacious 2BR, 2BA. Sleeps Seven. 
Beautiful Creekside Location on Ski Shuttle. Jacuzzi, 
Pool, Tennis. Sensibly Priced. (303)295-8320. 

VAIL INTERNATIONAL CONDOMINIUMS well equipped 1, 
2, & 3 bedroom condominiums with fireplaces. Delightful 
heated pool, whirlpool and saunas. Easy walking distance to 
lifts, shops, restaurants and night life. Reasonable rates. 
Color brochures. 300 East Lionshead Circle, Vail, CO 81658. 
(970)476-5200. (800)622-3477. 

VAIL. Large 2BR, 1BA, Sleeps 4. 5mins. by shuttle, New ren- 
ovation. Fireplace, Fully equipped. 913-383-1225, 
816-472-0815. 


VAIL LODGE AT LIONSHEAD 100 YARDS TO 
GONDOLA, SHOPPING AND DINING. LUXURY 
STUDIO, ONE, TWO AND THREE BEDROOM 
CONDOMINIUMS. 800-962-4399. http:// 
www.lodgeatlionshead.com 

VAIL- Luxurious 2-2 condo, sleeps 6. Short walk to lifts. Com- 

plete amenities. Low rates (713)622-1750. 

VAIL: mountain view, walk to lifts. 2BR, 2BA. plus convertible, 
Fireplace Heated Pool, Jacuzzi. 908-766-7717 


VAIL VISITORS BUREAU 

Vail & Beaver Creek Resorts 

Representing Ali. Lodges/Condos. Economy 
T o Deluxe. Individuals Or Groups. Airport 
Shuttles. Lift Tickets. Discount Airfares! 

800 - 445-8245 


OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:30A-5:30P MOUNTAIN TIME 

SATURDAYS UNTIL 3PM. ACCEPT VISA/MC/AX. 
KNOWLEDGEABLE FRIENDLY STAFF. OUR 28TH YEAR! 

800-445-8245. 

VAIL- New kitchen, updated decor, spacious 4BR, 4BA town- 
home. Sleeps 8, jacuzzi, sledding, ATHLETIC CLUB (pool, 
sauna, hottubs) (303)771-3434. 

VAIL OWNER DIRECT LARGE 2BDRM, 2-1/2BA TOWN- 
HOME. FIREPLACE, CABLE, W/D, SLEEPS 6. $175/ Night. 
(303)614-7140 WEEKDAYS, (303)755-5889 EVENINGS 

VAIL OWNER'S Delightful 3 Bedroom 3 Bath. Sleeps 8. 
4-TV's, VCR. Underground Parking, Jacuzzi (954)966-1119 


VAILS finest homes & condos. 1 to 6 bedrooms. A variety of 
amenities, locations & prices. VAIL VALLEY REAL ESTATE 
BROKERS. INC. 800-955-VAIL, (970)476-8250, tax 

(970)476-8263. 

VAIL: TIRED OF CARRYING SKIS WALKING IN BOOTS? 
STAY HERE! SLEEPS 6 JIM 303-628-1713, 303-322-2334. 

VAIL VALLEY’S BEST VALUE! 1 -4 BEDROOM CONDOMIN- 
IUMS. POOL, HOT TUBS, SAUNA. TENNIS, MEETING FA- 
CILITY. CALL NOW TO INSURE AVAILABILITY: 1-800-222- 
4840 bc-west@toski.com 


VAIL - BEAVER CREEK. 2 Bedroom, 2 Baths. Condominium 
Centrally Located. Fireplace, Washer/ Dryer, T V., From $95/ 

Night. 1-800-484-9533 ext.6502. 


VAIL: BEST RATES & LOCATION 2 & 3 BEDROOM TOWN- 
HOMES. KITCHEN, W/D, FIREPLACE, CHARMING AND 
SPACIOUS. HOTTUB, SAUNA. BUS STOP- ALL ON SITE. 
970-476-3328 


Brandess-Cadmus Beal Estate, Inc. Vail’s 
Finest Selection of Homes and Condomin- 
iums, Sales and Rentals, 281 Bridge St, Vail, 
CO 81657. 800-222-V Al L(8245)/ (970)476-1450, 
FAX (970)476-3188, E-mail brandess@vail.net 
Web www.vail. net/brandess-cadmus 

VAIL/BEAVER 
CREEK 
RENTALS 
1 - 800 - 571-0055 

(PRIVATE HOMES & CONDOS) 

Great selection of luxury ski-in/ski-out and economical 
accommodations. 1 -6 bedrooms and full concierge services 
to ease your vacation planning. Ask about our discount 
seasons. THE PRUDENTIAL GRP. 

VAIL CONDO IN TOWN 2BR, Sleeps Six, Two Blocks from 
Lifts, Swimming Pool, Hottub, Sauna, Fireplace, 
303-893-1 41 4(d), 303-777-8962 night/ weekends. 


VAIL CONDO NEAR GONDOLA. 2BR, 2BA, SLEEPS 6. 
SOUTHWESTERN DECOR. PANORAMIC VIEW. OUT- 
DOOR JACUZZIS. (941)639-4673. 


VAIL VILLAGE- 2BDRM, 2BA with Whirlpool. Sleeps 6. 
Hottub. One Block from Lift. Off Season Rates Sat-SaL 
Owner (970)476-0281 

WINTER PARK. LUXURY 2 BEDROOM 3 BATH CONDO. 
SLEEPS 6. CONVENIENT INTOWN LOCATION. ALL 
AMENITIES. 1(800)792-6081, FAX:(303)772-4259. 

WINTER PARK COLORADO SILVERADO II, 2 
BED / 2 BATH, SLEEPS SIX, POOL, HOT TUBS, 
SAUNA, SKI SHOP, UNDERGROUND PARK- 
ING 1-800-654-7157 

WINTER PARK: BEAVER VILLAGE. Deluxe condominiums. 
Excellent location. Free shuttle. All amenities. Discounts 
available. 800-666-0281. 


WINTER PARK/ MEADOWRIDGE RESORT non-smoking 
unit, all amenities, new pool, $100/ day, OWNER 
(847)662-8584. 

WINTER PARK: BEAVER VILLAGE CONDOS, AFFORD- 
ABLE deluxe 1-4bdrm condominiums. Whirlpool, sauna, 
pool, FREE SHUTTLE. www.beavercondos.com 
800-824-8438. 


WINTER PARK- MARY JANE- IRON HORSE RESORT. SKI 
IN-OUT, PREMIUM CONDOS, ULTIMATE AMENITIES. 
SLEEPS 6-8. JACK (WK)303-761-2121; (HM)303-798-0600. 

WINTER PARK Condos, Townhouses & Houses. Hot Tubs, 
Fireplaces, On Shuttle Route, Family Rates, 1-800-896-4320. 
E-mail: langan@rkymtnhi.com 



COLORADO 


WINTER PARK ADVENTURES offers 190 condo’s at 29 
properties: complete air-inclusive packages (800)832-7535 or 
www.winterparkadventures.com 

Winter Park's only Ski-in, Ski-out Resort Condo- 
miniums with complete hotel services: pool, ja- 
cuzzis, restaurant, packages. 800-621-8190 

WINTER PARK Spacious 2 bedroom, 2 bath townhouse. Pri- 
vate hottub Sleeps 7. Owner rates. (502)895-5865 

WINTER PARK OWNER RATES 25% OFF, Huge Luxury 
4BR/ 3BA or 3BR/ 2BA, mountain views, all amenities, Jeff 

303-973-1380. 


WHAT MAKES ~| 



WINTER PARK - MEADOWRIDGE 2BR, 2BA, SLEEPS 6. 
ALL AMENITIES FREE SHUTTLE. FROM $65. E-MAIL: 

1 05060 1 577 @ compuserve.com (773)238- 1 035. 

WINTER PARK/ MARY JANE, Luxury Condo in Town. 
Sleeps 8, Private Hottub, Garage, Fireplace. Washer/ Dryer. 
Free Shuttle. FAMILY RATES Donna: (303)670-3148. 

WINTER PARK, MEADOWRIDGE. beautiful 3BR, 3BA 
Townhome. Newly Redecorated, Garage. W/D. etc. non- 

smokers. Owner Rate, (561)338-9872. 

WINTER PARK- Crestview 2BR/ 3BA luxury condo. Views, 
fireplace, jacuzzi. Sleeps 6-8. Owner Rates. (303)797-6770. 
http://www.1wpski.com 


WINTER PARK - Two neighboring Beaver Village Condos, 
2bd/ 2ba, each sleeps 6. Great views, Fireplace, VCR, Pool, 
Jacuzzis. Owner Rates. 1-800-554-2997 call after 5pm. http:/ 
/I OKvacationrentals.com/ekin/lndex.htm 

IDAHO 


SKI IDAHO FOR LESS! Customized ski vaca- 
tions to Sun Valley. Best Deals, great service, 
call Moguls/Tours de Sport tor brochure or trip 
quote. 1-800-929-7300, www.skimoguls.com 

SUN VALLEY! BEST LODGINGS, BEST 
RATES, ALL LOCATIONS, 800-521-2515. USE 
OUR SEARCHABLE DATABASE CATALOG 

www.basemountain.com 


Sun Valley Mountain Holidays- one stop shopping: air, lodg- 
ing, lifts, ground transfers. 1-800-635-4404 holidays @sunval- 
ley.net 

MONTANA 


SKI MONTANA FOR LESS! Customized ski va- 
cations to Big Sky. Best Deals, great service, call 
Moguls/Tours de Sport for brochure or trip quote. 

1 -800-929-7300, www.skimoguls.com 

"BIG SKY'S FINEST CONDOMINIUMS" Simply 
outstanding studio to five bedroom condo- 
miniums In all price ranges, from luxurious 
ski-in ski-out chalets to stylish studios, in- 
house jacuzzis or recreation centers, fire- 
places, cable television, and SUPERB SER- 
VICE! DISCOUNTED AIRFARES AND LIFT 
TICKETS AVAILABLE. Call TRIPLE CREEK 
REALTY & MANAGEMENT, BIG SKY, MT 
59716. 1-800-548-4632. 

BIG SKY. Fully equipped studio to 4 bedroom townhouses. 
Two condos sleeps 14 each side by side, 1/2 mile from slope. 
Economy to deluxe units with all amenities. DISCOUNT AIR- 
FARE AND CAR RENTALS! BIG SKY CHALET RENTALS. 
1-800-845-4428. E-mail: //chalets© alpinet.net or Homepage: 
//www.alpinet.net/-chalets 





MONTANA 


UTAH 


UTAH 


SKI BIG SKY! SNOWMOBILE YELLOW- 
STONE! ENJOY 70km X-Co.TRAILS! ECON- 
OMY TO LUXURIOUS SKI-IN/ OUT CHALETS. 
AIRFARE & CAR RENTAL DISCOUNTS. 
GOLDEN EAGLE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT, 
e-mail:g_eagle@avicom.net 
site: www.avicom.net/g_eagle 800-548-4488. 


NEW MEXICO 


TAOS: 1 to 5 bedroom guest homes and condos, bed and 
breakfasts too. Hot tubs, fireplaces, 505-751-1088, http:// 
www.taosnet.com/emanuelli/rosslynn 

TAOS Spacious Southwest Adobe: two bedrooms, two baths, 
full amenities, near plaza, views, courtyard, 1-800-254-6634. 

UTAH 


SKI UTAH FOR LESS! Customized ski vacations 
to all resorts. Best Deals, great service, call 
Moguls/Tours de Sport for brochure or trip quote. 
1-800-929-7300, www.skitrioguls.com 

UTAH'S AFFORDABLE OWNER OPERATED Deluxe Town- 
houses! Seven nights: One Bedroom $550, Two Bedroom 
$850; Three Bedroom $950; Four Bedroom $1550; Five Bed- 
room $1750. Minutes to Alta/ Snowbird. Skiers Accommoda- 
tions 801-943-2426. Fax 801-944-1132. Call for low-season 
rates. 


A. SKI ADVENTURES - SEVEN RESORT ACCESS. ONE 
BEDROOM APARTMENTS- SIX BEDROOM HOMES. 
AFFORDABLE RATES-EXCELLENT SERVICE. 
1-800-227-1970. 


AFFORDABLE LUXURY ACCOMMODATIONS/ RESERVA- 
TION CENTER OF UTAH. We Book Everything! Bulk Air, 
Lifts, etc... Huge Seasonal Discounts! 800-255-6451. 
www.rescenter.com 


TMA SKI VACATION SUITES Beautiful Fur- 
nished Accommodations; Economy To De- 
luxe; Competitive Prices; Minutes to Major 
Ski Resorts. (800)253-3735. 

AFFORDABLE DEER VALLEY AND PARK CITY CONDOS. 
SAVE $$$ BY OWNER. VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
www.expresspages.com/e/epsresorlrentals 1 -800-784-0304, 
619-669-6422. 


ALL RESORTS RENTALS OF UTAH. LODGING, 
TRANSPORTATION, LIFT TICKETS, HELI SKIING. AIR- 
FARE, ALL DISCOUNTED. C.C. ACCEPTED. 
1-800-888-9875. 


ALTA, SNOWBIRD, BEAUTIFULLY FUR- 
NISHED TWO, THREE AND FOUR BEDROOM 
TOWNHOUSES AND CONDOS. OWNER OP- 
ERATED FOR VALUE AND COMFORT. UTAH 
ESCAPES 800-348-UTAH. 


ALTA, SNOWBIRD: Privately Owned 3BR Duplex, Sleeps 
6-8. Near Canyon. $150/ Night. 1-800-939-3837 code 25. 

ALTA-SNOWBIRD-PARK CITY Studios to 5 
Bedrooms, Starting $60.00 Per Night. We are 
centrally located to 7 Resorts, between the can- 
yons. We build complete ski packages. UTAH 
SNOW ADVENTURES. 1-800-843-5042, http -Jl 
www.utahsnow.com 


ALTA/ SNOWBIRD WE OFFER THE FINEST ACCOMMO- 
DATIONS AVAILABLE. MINUTES TO 4 RESORTS. 2-5 
BEDROOMS. ALL LICENSED PROPERTIES. ALTA AP- 
PROACH 800-527-7960 or 801-912-7980. 


ALTA/SNOWBIRD: Super 2 Bedroom Unit. Hottub! Private, 
Fully Equipped for 6, Discounts Available. (801)942-1845. 

ALTA-SNOWBIRD. Luxury to stylish economical accommo- 
dations. Fireplace, hot tub. sauna and more! $85.00-$400.00 
nightly. Discount air fares, car rental. ACCENT SKI ACCOM- 
MODATIONS PROPERTY MGT. LC (800) 942-6692. 

ALTA/ SNOWBIRD Area. Luxury Ski Homes and Condomin- 
iums. 2-6 Bedrooms. Hot Tubs, Fireplaces. Saunas, Etc. 
$175.00 - $425.00/ Night. 1(800)472-4801. 

ALTA - SNOWBIRD. Canyon location - Closest to resorts. 
Beautiful skiers' condo. Fireplace, Cable/ VCR, free movies. 
Sleeps 6-8. $700-S950/ week. 800-692-3028. 


DEER VALLEY - Luxury Pinnacle Condo, 4BR, 4BA, 3700 
Sq.Ft. Sleeps 13. Pool Table, Hottub, Fireplace, TV, VCR, 
Owner (800)772-3458. 


DEER VALLEY, UTAH, Five Bedroom, Four Bath, Luxury 
condo, Shuttle to slopes. Hottub, Fireplace, Four nights mini- 
mum. (912)477-3784. 

DEER VALLEY Deluxe Condo, 3BR, 3BA, Spa, Cable, Fire- 
place. Owner Rental 1-800-484-1062 Code 9572. 
(807)364-2275. 


DEER VALLEY: New, Luxurious 3Bdrm/ Loft, 4Bath, Spa, 
Fireplace, W/D, Garage. 20% Weekly Discount. 
1-800-574-0030, 801-272-1803. 


DEER VALLEY: STERLING LODGE SKI IN/OUT 3 & 4 BED- 
ROOM. NEW BLACK BEAR AT SILVER LAKE 1 & 2 BED- 
ROOM. PINNACLE 3 & 4 BEDROOM. SNOW PARK AC- 
COMMODATIONS 1-800-452-1384. 


DEER VALLEY: Luxury Condo Just Remodeled!! 3Bdrm, 
Large & Spacious, Fireplace, Indoor Hottub, W/D, Resort 
View, Sleeps 10. Owner Discount 1-800-409-5717. 

AFFORDABLE PARK CITY SKI PACKAGES. 
ONE CALL DOES IT ALL! DISCOUNT AIR! 
800-646-7333 CALL NOW! 


THISTLE SPRINGS GUEST HOMES- HISTORIC GUEST 
HOMES IN PARK CITY. CONVENIENT TO LIFTS, SHOP- 
PING AND DINING. 800-803-9589 


PARK CITY - 1 BR-4BR loft Condos. 325 yards to lift. Fire- 
place, Jacuzzi, Sauna. $135-$425/nightly. 1-800-829-9191. 


PARK CITY - Luxurious Townhouse, 3 bedrooms, 4 baths, 2 
fireplaces, private hottub, view, sleeps 8, $1250+ /week. 
1-800-241-0940, 


PARK CITY/ The Canyons: 1BR, 1BA condo, walk to lifts. 
Newly remodeled. Email: jcole1462@aol.com 

(801)486-2466. 

PARK CITY DEER VALLEY. LATE SEASON 
DISCOUNTED RATES BUDGET TO LUXURY 
ACCOMMODATIONS. R&R PROPERTIES. 
800-348-6759, 435-649-6175. www.Hoa.com/rr 
Email: lodgingQditell.com 

PARK CITY? DEER VALLEY? THE CAN- 
YONS? One call books them all! 
1-800-453-5789. Economy to luxury, studio to 
5 bedroom condos, ski-in / ski-out locations 
and private homes. http:// 
www.parkcityres.com 

PARK CITY DISCOUNT CONDOS. WALK TO 
LIFTS, STUDIOS TO THREE BEDROOMS. 
CALL NOW! MTA RESORTS (800)272-8824. 

PARK CITY- HISTORIC DISTRICT. Two 5 Bedroom Adja- 
cent Homes, Rent One Or Both. (888)457-9863. 

PARK CITY- Historic District, Ski-in/ Ski-out, De- 
luxe 1BR, Sleeps 4, Jacuzzi, Fireplace, 
800-759-8888 Code#1981258. 


PARK CITY- Luxurious 5 Bdrm 3600 Sq.Ft. Condo (incl. 2 
Master Suites) Great Location! Great View! 3-1/2 Baths. Ja- 
cuzzi, Steam Shower & Sauna. 2 Fireplaces, Lg Kitchen, 
Rec. Room With Pool Table, 8 person Hot Tub, BBQ, Laun- 
dry Rm. Owner Direct 1-800-862-9342. email (sad- 
dle@hula.net), Web (http://www.saddlecondo.com) 


PARK CITY MAIN STREET ACCOMMODATIONS. Newly re- 
furbished condos overlook HISTORIC MAIN STREET and 
the downtown Ski Lift. Studios $125.00/ Homes $350.00. 
1-800-649-4498 


PARK CITY- OLD TOWN Ski In/Out 1BR/1BA, Sleeps 4, Gas 
Fireplace, W/D, Cable/VCR, Hottub, Owner 888-SKI-7540, 
http://www.ditell.com/-sholmes/home.html 

PARK CITY Racquet Club Condo, 3BR, 3BA, Bus Route To 
Ski Areas. Fireplace. Cable-TV, Hottub, Sleeps 8. Sat.-Sat., 
800-347-6369 Owner. 


PARK CITY, UTAH. 3BR. 3BA "Southwest-style” de- 
luxe condo with spa, fireplace, cable TV, VCR, 
washer/dryer and garage. 3 minutes to Park City and 
Deer Valley lifts. On bus route. Call Elsa or Dick 
Gary. (800)472-9472. 

PARK CITY/ DEER VALLEY/ WOLF MT. 1-5BR. CONDOS / 
HOMES + MOTEL UNITS; FIREPLACES, JACUZZIS, 
CABLE-TV, FREE SHUTTLE, DISCOUNT PACKAGES. 
PARKWEST VILLAGE MGT, INC. (801)645-8983, 
800-421-5056 (FAX)801 -645-7288. 


Park City. SKI-IN/OUT non-smoking condos 2-3 bedroom. 
DISCOUNT $250/$395 nightly, pool, sauna, jacuzzi. 
(800)959-1911. 


PARK CITY: Absolutely BEAUTIFUL 3000 SOFT. Condo. 
TWO HOTTUBS! TWO FIREPLACES! 4BR; 3-1/2BA; GA- 
RAGE. OWNER 1-800-637-1218. http://www.netpp.com/ 
marinangel 

PARK CITY Condos By Lifts, two to six bed- 
rooms, spacious. Nicely decorated, fireplaces, 
hot tubs, W/D, VCR, owner discount 
1-800-858-9364 #26 

PARK CITY - Luxury 1 , 2 & 3 Bedroom Condos At Reason- 
able Prices. Great Amenities Including Jacuzzi-Spa. WALK 
TO LIFTS! From $140/ Night . (801) 277-4388, (801) 
583-1857. 


PARK CITY DUPLEX- EASY WALK +LOCKER. 243BDRM 
HOUSES. FIREPLACE, HOTTUB, VIEW. $150-8225/ 
NIGHTLY. SAT-SAT. OWNER (800)484-9667 EXT.8824. 

"PARK CITY DREAM” - TWO BED, TWO BATH, 
WALK TO SLOPES, FIREPLACE, HOTTUB; BEST 
DEAL AVAILABLE, SLEEPS SEVEN. 

1 -800-894-UT AH. 

PARK CITY CONDO 3 Bedroom, 2Vi Bathroom, Pool Ta- 
ble, Hot Tub, Sauna, Fireplace, VCR, Pool, Centrally Lo- 
cated, Very Nice, $225/ night, Call Diana 1-800-782-6061. 

PARK CITY: PRIME LOCATION. 200yds. Ticket Booths, 
Lifts, 2BD/ 2BA, Fireplace, Pool, $1365/ Wk, Spring $840/ 
Wk. VIEWSI 914-352-3472, http7/members,aol.com/ 
mleslie76 


PARK CITY Condo sleeps 8. All amenities 200 yds from 
slopes, restaurants, shops. http://www.skNista.com/8203 or 
(317)846-8711 Owner. 

PARK CITY: Absolutely Perfect Location. Large, Updated 
4BR/3BA. Resort Views, Fireplace, Jacuzzi. Loaded! Owner/ 
Discount. (781)444-3001. 


PARK CITY: Studio, one to six bedroom units. Great loca- 
tions, many amenities. Around Town Lodging 800-347-3392. 



Park City/Deer Valley 

Economy Studios to luxury 6 bedroom 
homes and condos. Great Rates! 


BLOOMING ENTERPRISES 

Lodging and Real Estate Services 

1 - 800 - 635-4719 


PARK CITY 2 Bedroom, Sleeps 4, Full Kitchen, TV, VCR, 
Hot-Tub, 5 Blocks to Resort 1-800-699-5107. 


PARK CITY: Home Away From Home. Crescent Ridge 
Condo. 2BR, 3BA, All Amenities. Near 1 st-Time Lift. Owner 
( 773 ) 472 - 1990 . 

PARK CITY Condos- Adjacent to the Resort Center & Race 
Course for the “2002 Winter Olympics'- ‘Ski-in- Ski-out” Se- 
cluded yet feet away from the “Greatest Snow on Earth'- 3 
Bedroom, 3 Full Bathrooms, Garage.- Call Now for Reserva- 
tions. (435)655-2866. 

PARK CITY Luxury Ski Condo, Brand New, 3BR, 2BA, 
Sleeps 6-8. 8mins. to Slopes, Fr, $250/ Nt, 1-868-LODGE-11. 

PARK CITY CONDO- Luxurious 5 Bedroom, 3 1/4 Baths. All 
Amenities, Cable TV throughout, Washer/Dryer, 2 Car Ga- 
rage, Fireplace. Walk to Lifts. Starting at $2,200 a Week. 
800-448-4565 (Mon.-Fri. Days), (602)483-3103 (All Eve- 
nings)^ 


PARK CITY Deluxe ski in/out condominiums, Hottubs, fire- 
places, lifts. SPECIAL WEEKLY RATES, Owner. Dick(24 
Hrs) 1-800-524-8824. 


PARK CITY DELUXE 2BD/ 2BA, JACUZZI STEAM, FIRE- 
PLACE, GARAGE, W/D, WALK RESORT, STORES, BUS. 
AMENITIES, 1-888-214-0649 


PARK CITY Condos Sleep 6 and 8. Fully Equipped, Swim- 
ming Pool, Hot Tubs, Walking Distance to Slopes. 
$210.00 to $325.00 per night. Owner Charlie 
(801)973-4086; (801)485-1678. 


WYOMING 


SKI WYOMING FOR LESS! Customized ski va- 
cations to Jackson Hole and Grand Targhee. 
Best Deals, great service, call Moguls/Tours de 
Sport for brochure or trip quote. 1-800-929-7300, 
www.skimoguls.com 

AFFORDABLE LUXURY ACCOMMODATIONS/ RESERVA- 
TION CENTER OF JACKSON. We Book Everything! Bulk 
Air. Lilts, etc... Huge Seasonal Discounts! 800-255-6451. 
www.rescenter.com 


JACKSON HOLE SKI, SNOWMOBILE YELLOWSTONE lux- 
urious fully furnished, hottub, fireplace, $750+/wk, sleeps 6, 
OWNER, 301-865-5953, JCornellhQaol.com 


WYOMING 


SKI JACKSON HOLE 

Vacation homes & condominiums 

Alpine Vacation Rentals 
& Management 
1 - 800 - 876-3968 

AVR@ALPINEVACATION.COM 


EUROPEAN HOLIDAYS 


ACCENT ON SKI BEST LOW RATES. All European Destina- 
ions. Individual/ Family/ Group Packages. Brochure. 

300-660-3567. 


INNS & LODGES 


COLORADO 


COPPER MTN, KEYSTONE, BRECKENRIDGE All within 
10 miles. 127 units. Full Service Hotel with Restaurant, 
Bar. Pool, Jacuzzi, Ski Shop Rental. Located in FRISCO. 
MENTION THIS AD FOR A 15% DISCOUNT!. 

1-800-727-0607. 


FRISCO - Ski Breckenridge, Keystone, Copper. From Bed 
and Breakfast rooms to 2 bedroom + loft Suites. WOODS INN 

1-800-668-4448. 


SKI ASPEN, VAIL, SUNLIGHT from $69.50 pp double occu- 
pancy. Lift. Lodging, Breakfast, and Hot Spring Pool Pack- 
ages Available. RAMADA INN GLENWOOD SPRINGS 

970-945-2500 or 1-800-332-1472 

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS, COLORADO - OLD TOWN INN - 
1-800-355-0484. Accommodations from 1-10 with affordable 
rates Located downtown Steamboat Springs. 

NEW YORK 


GORE MOUNTAIN- Northwind Lodge. Reasonable rates, 
Mid-week from $35 including breakfast. Bar & Restaurant. 
1(888)NY-GETAWAY, http://www.goremt.com 

WYOMING 


THE HOSTEL JACKSON HOLE A FRIENDLY AMBIENCE 
FOR SKIERS. PRIVATE ROOMS $45 FOR 1 OR 2. 
(307)733-3415, FAX(307)739-1142. BOX 546, TETON VIL- 
LAGE. WY 83025 www.hostelx.com 


SKI TOURS 


ABSOLUTE BEST SKI BUYS - Ski the West for Less - 
Lodging • Lifts - Cars • Airfares. Save $$ - Convenient - 
No Hassles. Call Daman-Nelson Travel. 35 years exper- 
ience. http://www.d-n-travel.com 1-800-34{DAMAN) or 
1-800-343-2626. 


DISCOUNTED Air Included Ski Package. Colorado, Utah, 
New Mexico. Tahoe area. Wyoming, Europe. CMCR Ski 
Tours. 14 Years Experience. 800-541-2627. 


THE WESTERN SKI TRAVEL SPECIALISTS. For 30 yrs. 
The Best Discounted Ski Packages For Individuals/ Groups. 
Call Rocky Mountain Tours! 1-800-525-SKIS, (973)831-7000. 



SKI NEW ZEALAND/EUROPE/USA/CANADA/SOUTH AMERICA 

For free bnxfwts: 800 “ 526“2827 

'HOLIDAZE SKI 'TOURS - ' 


SKI VACATIONS 


AWESOME SKI VACATIONS FOR LESS! Cus- 
tomized vacations to all major western resorts. 
Best Deals, great service, call Moguls/Tours de 
Sport for brochure or trip quote. 1-800-929-7300, 

www.skimoguls.com 

NEW HIGH SPEED GONDOLA 

TACKSON 

TfOLE 


Air-inclusive ski packages from Jackson's 
original, local central reservation service. 

1 800 - 443-693 1 


SKI VACATIONS 


CLOTHING & I.Ql IIVMLN I 


ALPINE SKI HOLIDAYS - 17 ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
DESTINATIONS. COMPLETE PACKAGES AIR AC- 
COMMODATIONS. LIFTS. CALL TOLL FREE 
800-875-6408. www.assh.com/snow 


BUY YOUR SKI VACATION ON-LINE! Visit Mountain Vaca- 
tions web site at www.mountainvacations.com. Great spring 
deals available. 3 nights at Vail from $243. Check the Internet 
or call 1-800-775-7995. 


COLORADO SILVER CREEK RESORT Family Fun - Colo- 
rado style offering affordable ski packages. Call 
1-800-618-7669 


DISCOUNT AIR INCLUSIVE SKI PACKAGES TO ALL MA- 
JOR WESTERN RESORTS. SLOPESIDE LODGING, 
ECONOMY TO DELUXE. LOOKING FOR VALUE? CALL 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN VACATIONS 800-733-4028 BEFORE 
YOU BOOK! 


SKI THE CANADIAN ROCKIES.- Lake Louise, Femie, For- 
tress, Nakiska. Information and Ski Packages 
1-800-258-7669, http://www.8kUoulse.com 

SNOW TOURS, Best Resorts of Europe and the West. 
Top Hotels, Lowest Air Fares. Call For Information and 
Free color brochure. 1-800-222-1170. 


SUN VALLEY’S ELKHORN RESORT otters world-class 
downhill skiing in a relaxed full service resort environment. 
Standard rooms, deluxe suites and condominiums up to 4 
bedrooms. Restaurants otter casual dining. Call for ski pack- 
ages from $126. 800-ELK-HQRN (355-4676). 

WHISTLER - BLACKCOMB Dual Mtn. Ski Packages are 
the speciality of ADVENTURE SPIRIT, Whistler, B.C. 
1-800-336-0788. 


VIRGINwgMk 

RENTAL JLk. 

Snowboards 
and Sno-Toysl 
(800) 525-9186 


SlSgroimY 
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Quick Quote 
Ski Vacations 
(800) 367-1654 


Ski the Summit on the best equipment for the lowest rental 
rates! High Country Ski Vacations include discounted air, 
transportation, lodging, lifts. 


GENERAL CLASSIFIED 


CLOTHING & KQUIPMKN'I 



m \tenience 


JIPMKtfT 
i ACCESSORIES 
fiTne* Nordic ♦Snow boards 
LATEST Hot Models (Super Sidecuts) 
Used/Demo too 
..Bargain CLOSEOUTS 
CX bow HKEE CATALQ0 
(8001 353-7432 Ph ♦ (303) 49^4212 

1803 S. Foothills HsHr. #IOOOBuuldt^i^ji|i(tM 
E-mail: sgd@geardirect.cli 
Web Site: www.geardirect.com/sjl 


Ski4less.com 

Your complete ski shop on the internet. 

1 - 888 - 234-6259 

www.ski41ess.com 


Everything you need to ski. The top brands 
in clothing, accessories, equipment, skis, rentals, 
information and more for less. No computer call 
1-888-234-6259. www.ski4less.com 


COLLKGKS & SCHOOLS 


EARN A BACHELOR’S DEGREE AT LAKE TAHOE. SKI 
Business. Hotel. Restaurant and Resort Management; Other 
Bachelors Degrees Ottered and Teacher Credentialing 
Available. 4 yr. Accredited Programsl Internships! Minutes 
From 18 Resorts. Call or Write Sierra Nevada College. POB 
4269, Incline Village, NV 89450, 1-800-332-8666. 

FINANCIAL SERVICES 


VAIL: Stock Market Seminar. Week of April 6th. Tax write-off 
possible. Bull-Market®erols.com. WWW.Bull-Market.com. 
1-800-766-0884. 


SKI ACT LSSORILS 


1800hitchit.com BIKE- SKI- CARGO RACKS. DRAW- TITE 
TRAILER HITCHES. FREE FREIGHT WITH MINIMUM PUR- 
CHASE, 1-800-448-2448. 


SKI APPAREL 


BEATER SKIWEAR: GREAT PRODUCT, 
GREAT PRICES. FACTORY DIRECT. PANTS, 
JACKETS, FLEECE. FOR FREE CATALOG 
CALL: 1-888-BEATER-ME, www.beater.com 

SKIWEAR IN HARD TO FIND SIZES. PETITE. TALL, BIG, 
PLUS. CALL T.LAME" VAIL FOR CATALOG AND SERVICE 
1-800-294-4536. 


CALL 1 -800-SKI-DEMO DONT TRY OR BUY 
SKIS WITHOUT CALLING US. MOST BRANDS 
ANYWHERE OR VISIT US AT 
www.skidemo.com SELLING SKIS or SNOW- 
BOARDS? CALL (603)536-1155 

USED, NEW SKI PACKAGES. DH/XC, SNOWBOAROS, 
SEND $2 FOR CLOSEOUTS PRICE UST. SKI DEALS. PO 
BOX 510081, SLC.UT 84151. 


SKI GOGGLLS 


SKI GOGGLES & SUNGLASSES! Top Brands. Free Catalog. 
Free Shipping! Save $$$. Toll Free 888-880-4884 or 
www.hawkeyes-intl.com 


SKI RACKS 
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Ski & Bike Racks 
BEST PRICES! 
1-800-771-7999 


BEST PRICES! Ski Racks, Bike Racks, Cargo 
Liners, and more! Call for FREE CATALOG: (800) 
771-7999 The Road Store, www.roadstore.com 


SKI MAGAZINE reserves the right to refuse any 
advertising order. Only publication of an advertisement 
shall constitute final acceptance of an order. Publication 
does not constitute an agreement for continued 
publication. All orders are subject the applicable rate 
card, copies of which are available upon request sent to 
the address provided. SKI MAGAZINE 
2 ftirk Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016 
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This Santa Cruz, Calif., native, who now lives in Vail, is a favorite to 
strike gold at February’s Winter Paralympics in Nagano, Japan. Davis 
is also the star of 'The Chariot Races," an award-winning documen- 
tary by filmmaker Christian Schneider, which features stunning footage 
of Davis racing in Austria at speeds of up to 60 mph, skiing deep pow- 
der in the Canadian Rockies and soaring over 30-foot gap jumps. 

January 8, 1971 (age 27) 

‘I grew up skiing with my family at Alpine Mead- 
ows, Calif., and taking my dad off jumps he didn't want to go 
off. I also surfed all day. every day during the summer when 
I was a teenager." 

‘In October of 1989, 1 was driving back from 
a surfing trip in Baja, Mexico. My pickup rolled over and my 
1 2th thoracic vertebra was crushed. I was paralyzed from 
my belly button down.” 

"My roommate in the hospital was a cowboy 
who had been paralyzed in a riding accident But he had the 
best attitude. We both realized early on that we were still 
the same people inside and that we had to be positive." 


“While I was still in the hospital, I contacted 
John Castellano, who was making a special off-road wheelchair 
with oversized tires and heavy-duty suspension. A year later, 
my brother persuaded me to race against able-bodied moun- 
tain bikers in a downhill mountain-bike race. Since then. I’ve 
competed in dozens of mountain-bike races, including two 
World Championships. I was the first, but now there are 
other disabled athletes racing in off-road wheelchairs, 
which is exciting.” 

"Monoskiing is like riding a lounge 
chair on top of a ski. I started ski racing in 1992 and made 
the U.S. Disabled Ski Team a year later. In 1994, 1 won the 
gold medal in the monoskiing GS at the Winter Paralympics 
in Lillehammer, Norway.” 

ra-i ’ll ski 1 00 days this year — in powder, 
bumps, the trees. I love it all.” 

"I don’t want people to say, ‘Hey, that guy’s 
a great disabled skier.’ I want them to say, ‘Hey, that guy’s a 
great skier.’” —Reade Bailey 

“ The Chariot Races” is available on video; call (800)359-5437. 


PHOTOGRAPH BY CHRISTIAN SCHNEIDER 


His Chariot Part 1 1 




1C 


Turns out roughing up punks ain’t really necessary. On account 
of most guys and gals hurt themselves by not getting enough calcium. 
So reach out for 3 glasses of milk a day. Your body will thank you. 
Especially if we don’t have to tell you again. 
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MILK 
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Where's your mustache?” 


JIMMY SMITS & DENNIS FRANZ 01997 NATIONAL FLUID MILK PROCESSOR PROMOTION BOARD 


For More Information 

1-800-WHY-MILK 




AND TO THINK, SOME PEOPLE 
ARE CONTENT TO JUST PUT THEIR 
NAME ON A LICENSE PLATE. 


*Based on 0—60 acceleration. For more information, visit us at www.jeep.com Always use seat belts. Remember, a backseat is the safest place 
for children. Jeep is a registered trademark of Chrysler Corporation. 


Copyrights 


of the new 1998 Jeep, Grand Cherokee 5.9 Limited. 

An all-new 245 horsepower 5.9 litre V8 and | 
our exclusive on-demand Quadra-Trac® all-the-time ■ 
four-wheel drive system make the new 5.9 Limited i 
the worlds fastest sport utility vehicle * 

If you’re looking for a way to break away 
from the crowd— far, far away— call 1-800-925-JEEP 
for the dealer nearest you. Chances are, there’s a 
5.9 Limited with your name written on it. 

Jeep 

THERE'S ONLY ONE 


1998 4x4 OF THE YEAR 

— Petersens 4 -Wheel &■■ Off-Road magazine 


People are always looking for new ways to 
express their individuality. And nothing separates 

you from the crowd 
better than the 


power and 
capability 



